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At a general Meeting of the Society, held itt tht 
t Preemasons[Jfall, on Saturday the 36/// of 

■ ! ;^>/,j82^; ' ;/ ... ' : % ■ • . \. 

?/ . . ; » prbsbnt; 

frHE t)UKE OF GLOUCESTER, 

TUB »A*ttON AMP FR*iH»teH+ # 

' , IntketJhdirs ; 

l^ark Grosyenpr* Nugent, and Buston ; Viscount Milton ; L03& 
Calthorpe ; Hon. F, Calthorpe, M. P. ; Han. A. Cakhorpev 
M. P..; Hon* Captain Dundas ; Hon* J.. Shore ; Hon, Bb Noeif 
Sir T^. Raring, Bart. M, P. ; Sir jr Sebright Bart, M, P, ; Sk 
Thoapas. Esnoonde; H» Brougham, Esq* M% P.; T. F. Buxton* 
Eso^.M. P. ; John Benaet, Esq. M. P. ; James Cropper, Esq.; 
P. Corbett, Esq. M. P.; T. Deiimau, J$aq, M. P.; W. Evans* 
Esq* M. P.; John-Guraej^ Esq. ;.' &Xuatu)igtoo, Sag* LLJ>«» 
W. P.; H. iVraxwell, Esq, M. K; Richard Martin, £sqp 
M- P. ; D. O'Connell, Esq: ; Pry^eJPrj/iae, Esqj M. P.; Spence* 
Percival, Esq, ; T. S. Rice, Esql M; P, 5 W. Smith,. Esq. M. P.* 
James Stephen, Esq. ; D. fykes, Esq. M. P. ;W. W. Whtapore^ 
' ts#. M, P. : % W. W. C. Wilson, Esq. M. P.* W. Wilberfofce;, 
Jun. Esq.-; &c; with a most numeroiu'attendance of the Sub«* 
scribers and Friends of the SQciety. r , $ 

ThetRRPOilW 6fihe CemmiMe hkvfag >b6eh read, it'tias movent 
6y KM? Gtitkofptt, mi Vumdud fy Viscdihtt MSlthi, >torii 
utawitimtoly 

Resolved, ' ; 

That the Repfcm, which ha* now beeii wtad, be received, 

and that it be printed, ana 1 circulated arider the revision of the 

Committee ; and that the best thanks of this Meeting be given 

to the Committee for their past services, and that they be re- 

♦ quested, to continue the same. 



VI 



It was moved by William Smith, Esq. M. P. ; and seconded by 
T. Fovoell Buxton, Esq, M. P. ; and unanimously 

Resolved, s . , . v ,, , 

That this Society are anxious to express their deep sense 
of the misfortune they have sustained in the retirement from 
public life of their late revered leader, Mr. Wilberforce, 
. and are earnest to discharge, in the most solemn and public 
manner, the imperative duty of offering the respectful tribute of 
their warmest and most grateful acknowledgments to that dis 
tinguished advocate of the just claims of humanftyj for the in- 
valuable services he has rendered to the oppressed natives of 
an entire quarter of the globe ; — That in estimating his merit, and 
their own obligations, the Society feel it incumbent on them to 
recollect and to commemorate, that, although eminently en- 
dowed with the talents requisite to ensure his own individual' 
advancement, and in circumstances highly favourable to its 
attainment, yet with a self-devotion of the most rare and un- 
rivalled description, he deliberately sacrificed the most brilliant 
prospects of political distinction at the shrine of justice and hu- 
manity; and that, to the opporturiityof mixing on equal terms among 
the 'statesmen of Europe, he preferred the steady pursuit of ex- 
tended usefulness, m a path which led, not to the acquisition of 
wealth or power, but to the alleviation of human misery, and the 
unwearied promotion oiFthe highest interestsof man } — That while 
the Society recognize 1 with affectionate gratitude the motives, 
equally pure and generous, which led to so noble a choice, they 
must also express their admiration of the ardent zeal, the un- 
deviating steadiness, the undaunted courage, and the indexible 
perseverance with which he maintained as severe, protracted, and 
often discouraging contest, at the conclusion of which he at- 
tained the never-fading glory of freeing his native land from 
her foulest stain — "the traffic in man,"— and of commencing 
the warfare against colonial bondage, having thus conferred on 
Britain an inestimable benefit, and established for himself an 
irresistible claim to the pevpetual esteem and gratitude, not only 
of his country, but of the whole human kind. 
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/* was moved by Henry Brougham, Esq. M. P, ; and seconded by 
Tkomas'tienman/Esq. ft!f. P.; and [unanimously 

Resvjyed, ' ; , • • ', . ••• • 

That this Meeting feel themselves called upon to express 
their aeep regret anil disappointment, that so little progress 
-should hitherto have' been made, in carrying into effect the be- 
nevolent intentions of his Majesty's Government, the unanimous 
resolutions of Parliament, and the wishes and prayers of the 
Nation at large, for the mitigation and eventual , extinction of 
Colonial .Slavery —That the threats of determined resistance; oh 
the part of the; Colonists,; to the proposed measures of, reform, 
appear to destroy all rational hope of relieving their bondsmen 
from Jibe evils which press upon them, except by! the direct, in- 
terfe*ence of the supreme Legislature ; — That « Rariiupten*, 
therefore, they trust, may be induced, without further, delay, 
to e^act and enforce such measures as are requisite for effect- 
ually meliorating the condition ^of the Slave-population through- 
out the British Dominions, and for raising " ttfemta * parti- 
cipation in those civil rights and privilege*; which are. enjoyed 
by Other classes of his Majesty's subjects.'' , { L « •,, . ^ ■ ,;_ A 

Ii \W9 moved b^W: W: Wkitmore, Esq. M..JP. ; andwcondcdby 
D. Sykts, EtqwM. P.; xmd unanimously ■ - - "< * >\ ' 

Resolved, ; \ 

.) ITw^jdefepJy convinced :iof the moral >guilt >as : J well as of 
tfre f political : inexpediency I of [Colonial Slavery, : ' this Meeting 
further ^amc^ts: rtie > cofatiAuahce of those cptnmertiial regwla- 
tjpDS^ which, by uppoafag.a much higher, duty on; Sugar 'the 
produce of fee labetnY than on Sugar grown by Staresvi forcte 
the Jatterinto cajQgutnpt&n, in^tts. country; almost to the ex- 
clusion of the former -.—That in thus giving a large bonus 4* the 
holders of Slaves in their competition with free labour, this 
country is pursuing a course, which, while it is at variance with 
all just maxims of commercial policy, powerfully and fatally 
tends to aggravate the miseries of the Slave, and to perpetuate 
the evils of colonial bondage ;-~and that, therefore, they earnestly 
recommend to all the friends of their cause, to employ their best 
exertions to put an end to a state of things which make* the 
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people of this country tjie real and efficient,, though reluctant, 
upholders of that system of Slavery wbjch they unequivocally 
reprobate as immoral and unjust, as inconsistent with the 
principles of British law, and highly injurious to the national 
interests* '•' 

ft up 'movfcf by Stephen Lmhivgtwk Esq* 14*.$., Jtfifc; 

ami scwnfcd ty #, Q'tymcU) ,&?.,• wfl unwmwfkt . • 
Mesrioed, 

That it be most -earnestly recommended to the friends of 
i this Society, in att farts of the United Kingdom, to employ 
£heir strenuous efforts m forming Ant^eTavery Associations, fbr 
the purpose of diffusing information respecting die state of rfa- 
▼ery-, of entiling and keeping aKtn a feeling of strong interest 
ill the unhappy let of on* colonial bondsmen, and of producing 
* sukabie impression among all classes,' and especially among 
the young, of the paramount obligations attaching to us as men, 
-as Britons, and as Christians, to leate no means unattempted 
-for alfeviatfcg their condition, and for raWmg them from thefr 
^present state of mental darkness and brutish subjection, to light, 
liberty, and the hope of the Gospel* ' 

M Jww jMPflrf by "Sir John S^Ar^k, Bart. M. P* ; utodteVendetT 
by Henry Maxwell* Esq. M» P. ; and unanjmtuify ; 

Resolved, 

OEkat *he mm cordis aoknowledgioeafej of this Meeting 
lie rtspeetftilly .presented <fi» the Prison and President of this 
&Mtty, hi* ftsyal H&inftss the Duke of Gloucester, fbr his 
flfaafouj and undtfviatirig tupnoct ef Ae Society's objects; Ibr 
the hones* and boaa$t nf iWb distinguished fatr^nage ; fcnd fbr 
the *j>ibty and condescension iritfi *W*|i fee fe*4 fitted ih> chair 
*to lh« prose** i 
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SECOND REPORT, 

! be. be. 



OINCE the last Meeting of the Society, the Committee 
are concerned to state, that little or nothing has occurred 
which affords any satisfactory indication of 'progress in 
the great work for which the Society has been instituted; 
the Mitigation and gradual Abolition of Slavery in the 
British Dominions. In the colony of Trinidad, indeed, 
an Order of his Majesty in Council, containing many 
salutary regulations, though greatly defective in some 
important respects, fas been promulgated, Against the 
imposition of this Order, the White planters of the island 
have universally and strenuously remonstrated ; alleging 
that . it was pregnant with inevitable ruin to all their 
interests. ",We have read," they say, " with grief and 
dismay, the Order in CaunqJ declared to be intended 
for the improvement of the condition of the Slaves in the 
Colonies;" and they gave. it as their solemn conviction, 
that " the execution of its whole. provisions will inevitably 
prove ruinous to the property of the Master, injurious and 
demoralizing to the Slave, peculiarly hazardous to the 
lives of the free Coloured inhabitants, and totally subversive 
of our. gracious Sovereign's benign intentions." And " in 
order to avert tbat catastrophe which must otherwise 
involve every class in this colony in one common ruin," 
they earnestly implored the Governor to stay die pro- 
mulgation and execution of the Order. The Governor's 
instructions, however, were peremptory; and in June 

b 



1834; the order was duly promulgated, and became the 
law of the island. — A committee of planters, however) 
was appointed to frame a Memorial to the King in 
Council. And it appears by the Trinidkd Gazette of 
August, 1824, that a paper of " remarks" was prepared, 
at the same time, for the purpose of being forwarded to 
certain persona in London, " supposed from their situation 
and influence to have the means pf confidential commu- 
nication with his Majesty's Ministers ; and though these 
remarks are not presented as an official report from the 
committee, yet they are understood to speak the senti- 
ments of its leading members." \ The Order in Council, 
they assert, " has made .an entire revolution in the 
system under which Slaves were heretofore managed and 
governed." Changes, they say, " are always to be depre- 
coted, especially in a Slave Colony, where the whole of, 
tire labouring population are deprived of their' natural 
rights ; and nothing but the force of habit, and a brutish 
indistinct idea of the superiority and fixed power of their 
Masters* keep them in awe and subjection." One great 
source of discomfort to the Slave *is stated to be the 
change produced by the Order in Council in the old mode 
of punishment, " so well established, recognised, and 
understood by the Slave;" (alluding of course to the 
abolition of flogging. as it respects the women, and of the 
driving, whip as it respects, both sexes). " By those," 
tfcey remark," whojiave most considered the subject in this 
colony, the ese of t)ie whip is believed to be identified 
with the existence of Slavery/' The attempt, on the part 
of the Colonial Government, to substitute new and dif* 
fenent modes of coercion for. that of the cartwhip, ttey 
regard as an admission -that Slaves cannot be expected to 
work without fear of punishment ;— " an admission/' it is 
added, " hardly worth the trouble of noticing, were it not 
that the elementary, principled of Slavery appear at present 
almost unknown in England, where the popular arguments 
urged by the philanthropist* are mostly deduced from, and 
applicable only to, man in a state of freedom. Under these 
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ciaswnstancea," they .ask, " can any cheerful co-operation 
hfe expected" from the harassed and irritated master to 
promote the moral improvement of the Slave* ? It may. be 
said without fear of contradiction, that every sock febling 
is at this moment extinct in the colony. The lower order 
&£ slave-owners are rackkjg their inventions, to devise 
Blades, of punishment, within the letter of the. proclamation, 
ft* compel their' Negroes to perform tljose services on 
which their means of subsistence entirely depends * wbibt 
Abe higher classes see, with dismay and. indignation, that 
the established and rational power, which upheld discipline 
and, order, has been withdrawn, to. be replaced only by 
gttfing and ridiculous substkutes which must end fey de-* 
moralising: the Slaves, if not previously proddctive of torn* 
waretchfed catastrophe. Instead, therefore, of meditating 
schemes: of improvement, their minds are intently beni 
upon withdrawing, at • the earliest possible, opportunity* 
&om so ungrateful a scene." la the mean time, thay tell 
us, -that such is the state of feelingpnodnced by tbishateful 
order that '* no offence can be forgiven as before-; reGOg" 
aiaed power can. venture to be liberal and magnanimous J 
diapaitsaV authority must necessarily he jealous and severe. N 
What a scero does this not open ! " -.!..' r : 

■'■ Now- let. it not for one moment be forgotten* that 
thase things are * said, of the West Indiana and their 
systemroot by your Committee, not: by any eriemy of 
slavery; but by > West Indians themselves. Tley ■ appear 
• in- the fiarotte . of Trinidad, and «re reprinted with ^appro- 
bation in the Gazette of Jamaica ; .and they are declared 1 
to express the sentiments of a Committee of 'Planters;*—* 
©finen who: thoroughly comprehend the system they desfed 
to Uphold, and wba are driven, by their alarms, to disclose 
tboie truths which, on ordinary occasions, they are anxioug 
tb coticeat or pailratc. 

They accuse Ae philanthropists, it is true, of ignorance 
of the elementary principles of Slavery: and yet, wherein 
h**<t***rviewof it differed from that which the fears of 
the planters have now extorted from 4hcm ? . ;: i* 



The friends oft emancipation hare uniformly main- 
tained, what> the planters now reluctantly admit, that the . 
whip is identified with Slavery ; that it is by it$ iniktioft, 
or the dread of its infliction, that the Slaves are alone 
made to work ; and that these Slaves are moreover deprived 
of their natural rights, and reduced to a state of brutish 
subjection to their masters. All this has been strenuously 
asserted over and over again by the philanthropists, and 
as strenuously denied by the advocates of the West- Indian 
system ; by whom, indeed, it has, on various occasions, been 
pronounced a base and malignant calumny. Even so high 
and respectable an authority as Mr. Ellis, the Chairman 
of the West-Indian body, only about two years ago dell* 
Jterately made the following statement with respect; 'to 
%hat is commonly termed the driving system:-*-*' I dp not 
believe, however confidently it tnay have been asserted, 
that the whip is used as a stimulant Jto labour. . I believe 
it will be found that the whip is generally placed in the 
bands of the driver, more as a badge of authority than 
as an instrument of coercion. It is, in fact, considered at 
present only as a symbol of office*'' How completely 
Mr. Ellis, and other humane and benevolent proprietors 
in this country, have be6n kept in the dark on this subject, 
by their servants and correspondents abroad, is apparent 
from the Trinidad remonstrance. In the, mind* of the 
resident planters of Trinidad the use of the whip is be* 
lieved to be identified with the existence of Slavery. 
They have therefore read "with grief and dismay an- 
Order which puts down that instrument as. it stimulant to 
labour, and forbids them to cart whip females. They even 
lament over the demoralising effect of this unhappy pro- 
hibition, by which the good old, established, and, by the 
Slave, well understood mode of punishment is abrogated; 
and an entire revolution effected in .the system by which 
the Slaves have been heretofore governed. 

The Committee are not now defending the regulations 
of the Order in Council, not the substitute* for -the whip 
proposed by some subsequent Order in Council tfbkh they 
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have not seen, These may be judicious or otherwise. 
The object tbey have now particularly in view, is to impress 
on the public mind what the nature of the colonial slave- 
system really is, f*s exhibited by the colonists themselves ;— 
a system in which brute force is avowed to be the governing ' 
impulse of the labouring population ; in which the whip is 
recognized as the grand motive to exertion; and from 
which if the whip be withdrawn, an entire revolution must 
take p)ace in it, attended, we are gravely told, with de- 
moralization, insubordination, loss of property, and utter 
ruin. Without stopping to inquire in what respect the 
present moral state of the West-India>Colonies will admit 
of deterioration from such a cause, it is obvious, on the 
stewing of these . planters * themselves, that the existing 
system is radically vicious, and must be changed. Th* 
woret conceptions of the most determined enemies of that 
system are realised in their own delineations of it; which* 
while they leave ne further doubt respecting its cruelty 
and guilt, enhance 1 the obligation we are under to pursue 
k, by all lawful means, to its utter extermination. 
; In .the various resolutions, remonstrances, and represent 
tatieasof the planters of Trinidad, the Committee rejoice to 
learn that the free Blacks and People of Colour, with few 
if any exceptions, have takenno 'share. They possess, it is 
said, a foil half of the property of t^ie idand ; but they have 
not chosen to set themselves in opposition to the wishes of 
Parliament and of the public on this occasion. The civil 
degradations which they themselves are doomed to sustain 
are many and galling; and the Committee believe they 
are sufficiently enlightened to have at length attained a 
just and settled .conviction, that the Slavery of their colour 
is the real root* of the evils they experience; and that 
while that Slavery is perpetuated ;— while the Negro con- 
tinues a " brutish" outcast from the pale of society ; " de- 
prived of his natural rights ;" a mere beast of burden ; a 
mere instrument of profit ; — they who partake of his colour 
must of necessity partake of his debasement, fits brand 
will cleave to Aket*; and neither wealth nor distinguished 
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talents, .nor emioftit moral worth, were they all to meet 
in one individual* will suffice to efface it 

It ha* bom obviously, .however, the wish, of die Wiiite 
planters, of Trinidad, that they should be thought in this 
country to. enjoy the concurrence of the free People, of 
Colour Witheuf resistance fa the reforms that have been 
proposed* In theic petitions and memorials they have 
therefore designated then^aelues. " the free inhabitants c£ 
the island of Trinidad." Bfcrtik ought to be knowp that 
the parties who have subscribed* their names, have been 
almost exclusively, if not entirely, W\ule&. 

The remonstrant* advert indeed, in one place, to the 
hazard of life to which the. free Coloured inhabitants are 
exposed by the provisions of the Order in Cosmcii; and 
there ia some ground fou the remark; It refers to the pro 
virions on the subject of the evidence of Slaves* which 
pertainly do not appear to your Committee to have beep 
filmed on sound principles of legislation. 

The Order in Council was passed for the express pur- 
pose of improving the condition of the Slaves. But, prior 
to the issuing of that Order, it is distinctly* stated, in a 
minute of the Council of Trinidad of the 9th July, 1823, 
that, by a law in full force in that island, the testimony of 
Slaves was already admissible,. gn«m «kim t;<itoa^ The Order 
in Council, however,- imposes vasion4retfttaint&x>n this pri- 
vilege: in .that colony, the testimony of a Slaree cannot 
now be received as formerly, unless, some clergyman, or 
religious teacher, shall certify that such Slave understands 
the nature of an oath. But a still HK*e injurious depar* 
ture from the old law ia to be found h*> that clause which 
.provides, that slave testimony cannot he received hi any, 
trial affecting the life of a tohitb ; man; Why, in the 
first place, should the wblth m«n )>e>thvs strangely pie* 
tested, while the free People ef Cotai*, peasecsing half the 
property of the- island, are excluded' fw»n -any such pw* 
teciien ?~r-Butcan the exception bfc 'justified in either^case? 
Gertainly not It is an exception wholjy unknown to the 
Spanish. law, and wbioh is most injur basin ite tendency. 



As the law is now made to stand, should a White man 
commit (Harder in Trinidad, be possesses the same cjegree 
of immunity which he unfortunately has always enjoyed in 
the English islands ; for if a thousand Slaves should have 
witnessed the fact, not one can now be heard in evidence 
against him. But this is hot all the evil of the enactment. 
It is one Of the provisions of f thd Order in Council, tbat,if 
a proprietor should be twice convicted of Cruelty to a 
Slave, he shall be condemned to forfeit to the Crown all 
the Slaves he possesses. "But to avert such a calamity, is 
it not now made the interest bf the White proprietor, who 
has incurred the risk of conviction for a second offence of 
this description, to kill' the Slave whom he may have 
cruelly treated; as in -that case no slave-evidence 
could be admitted against him. This 'deviation from 
justice and good policy, could only have been ad- 
mitted into the Order in Council from inadvertence; 
mid the Committee trust *it will- not be suffered to con* 
tinue there. 

■ It was stated; in the test Report; to be the declared in- 
tention of bis Majesty's 1 Ministers, to extend the provisions 
of the Trinidad Order in Council to Demretara, Berbice, 
St Lucia; Mauritius, and the Cape of Good' Hope. This 
statement was confirmed by a letter of Bart Bktburst, to 
the<3overnor of Birbadoes, dated 26th July 1834, in which 
is 4 the following passage :— '* Withrespect to the Order in 
Council for metioratingfthe condition of the Slaved in Tri- 
nidad, similar provisions to those which are contained hi 
that Order will be extended to Demerara and Essequibft, 
Berbice, St. Lucia, the Cape, and "Mauritius, with such 
modifications as may be uecessatfy to adatpt them to tW 
Dutch and! 'French laws; which am respectively in force in 
those possessions." • 

The Committee hfed therefore hoped to have heard, ere 
ntow, that the declared in tetitians of his Majesty's Ministers 
had been actually carried into effect. This, however, they 
are sorry to team, is liflt the case. •* The purpose appears 



to be $UH unexecuted, although tbey, have heard noreaso* 
assigned foe the delay. Thty : conclude thqt it has, arisen 
from the opposition of the planters of those colonies to 
reforms which they, in common with the planters of 
Trinidad, profess to regard, with dismay and horror, as a 
dangerous invasion of their most sacred rights. 

On the concurrence of the slaveholders, the resident 
slaveholders especially, in any effective plan for controlling 
their own power, and for raising their- wretched bondsmen 
in the scale, of being, the Committee have never placed any 
strong reliance. Indeed, they are persuaded that the 
aversion which prevails, in the West Indies, to conferring 
upon Negroes the common rights of htamap nature, is too 
deep-rooted and . general ,to be overcome except by the 
direct and authoritative interference of a higher power. 
The circumstances which, in this instance, have so unex- 
pectedly delayed that interference, notwithstanding the 
pledge given to Parliament on the subject, during the last 
session/ are the more to be deplored. 

The sf>irh arid temper which the Committee attribute to 
the colonists, have been the most clearly manifested in 
those colonies where, the movement of the - popular mind 
amdng them is the most free arid unfettered. In Barbadoes, 
for example, two sessions have -been consumed in debate 
and deliberation, and; nothing has yet been done towards 
the reform of the Slave Code. The last session of their 
legislature opened with large promises, accompanied how- 
ever with a spirit of violence and irritation even on the 
part of the professed reformers which afforded but slender 
hope of their fulfilment. The ver^ mover of the proposed 
reforms seemed, to feel that be could not expect a hearing, 
without the most unmeasured abuse of the Abolitionists and 
their motives. "The diabolical falsehoods and infamous 
aspersions' of a few interested and designing hypocrites" — 
the Committee quote: verbatim from his speech; as report* 
ed in the West-Indian newspapers of the day—" moving 
in terrific phalanx to the total annihilation of the White 



inhabitants of the West Indies" marked them out m hit 
opinion as « « vindictive or**;" indulging " the abommabta 
4e*tre to cast headlong into the gulph of destruction, or 
endless misery, go large a portion of their fellow-< c re atur o s 
^qnaHy with themselvet the followers of Christ" " No 
justification can they hare in their hellish design bat that 
which originatedand is fostered in their owndef k and inter* 
ested soldi/' *• Endeavonr, however/ 1 he says to hii do- 
legislator*, " to tranijuillke (as far as your natures will 
perfnlt) those acute feeling* which inust agitate the breast 
of every enlightened and virtuous West- Indian, against 
thai detestable Institution which, keenly and immoveabfy 
bent updn your destruction, has, with consummate inge* 
unity, erected and set in motion against you a tsetaen* 
don* machinery, throwing out at each evolution misery 
add wee." " Soar above prejudice, and leave for behind 
you slanderers and viiifiers ; steadily steering your ooontry 
through the muddy waters of bitter oafciuwy, and leaving 
her safely moored in the bright and tranquil shores of 
trtitBL Discharge your doty, forgetting every cause of 
irritation. Follow die m*l dictates of your Might; 
shew to your accursed enemies that they, with their empty 
theories, carry blood and cruelty, rifting net one iota of 
the W ill-gotten wealth, while yon m your practice extend* 
at th*» risk of your very existence, the real benefits of 
he^renubeaming philanthropy,' ~But all the violence of 
thin vituperation was insufficient to decern the slightest 
degree of popular favonrtn Barbadbes, to the man who 
had dared to innovate, however sparingly, on the snore*} 
institutions of its sieve <*><te. The speech was followed 
by upwards of two months of deliberation, in the Assenityy; 
dn the Bill which it introduced ; but during ibis time the 
mover of it appears id have been assailed, out of doors, 
by every species of clamour and invective. He speaks of 
"the irritable working of parochial feeling which, in fte 
etttv^cence, haddisturbedhimin the course of his duties/* 
$aA eftfcort* the faousfe to " guard, ^iAsompoIouricaitaon, 
against Ate influence of OefetUngs that are afloat wiAout 
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doort, agitating the minds of those who 4o not, ertrindk 
will not, understand the question they eXclaimvagaifwrt." 
He theu aUudas>to the threatening tone which htdVjbfeeji 
employed to deter him from his duty, and to the: martyr- 
dom to which he might possibly be called by the hostility 
of his constituanta.— And what produced all this rage and 
violence on the* part of the people of Barbadees l A pro* 
posal merely to modify some of those cruel and sanguinary 
laws: which- had so Jong been the disgrace of its statute 
book. Under the influence, doubtless; of this popular 
feeling, the proposed amelioration tew, on leaving the] 
Assembly, aud proceeding to the Council, was foufcd to 
be. still so. disfigured by severity, and so defective in its 
provisions of protection to tbe Slave/ that the Council re- 
jected it, as calculated to produce, a move unfavourable 
impression < of Barbadian humanity than if no change 
whatever had been attempted. . 

The .points brought into discussion between these 
legislative bodied are not a little curious, and will also 
serve to convey some idea of the qualifications of the 
Barbadian Assembly for conducting the reformation which 
bas been delegated to their wisdom and feeling. The 
{joints; are > such as* these- >— Whether persons, oo ( t proved 
»> be Slaves, shall or shaH not enjoy the privileged of 
freemen; whether the punishment . to be inflicted by .the 
master on the slave shall have any limitation, or no limi- 
tation; whether the mere attempt,, on the part, of a 
Slave, to strike any White person shall or shall not be a 
justification of that W hi teperson: should he kill 4 the Stave in 
fcetecto i: whether the- making of unfounded couipUtnts 
by the slave against his- master* shall be punished with 
more or with less of severity; whether a whip or a catr 
o'-nihe-tails shall be; the future; instrument of coereio* 
for Compelling, the labour of v Ae Slaves; whether any 
Whitevfree Coloured or free Black persooi Who *M!;be 
guilty of the euormous^ erime of intftfmdrrying wiih> a 
. $bv*> shall or shall aot-he subjected, by way pfpunrthmepfc 
,1o thiP-igiwimiey oi* having? the -etflienoe of Sta*e*g*iio- 
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Vally admitted against him; whether S today matltets than 1 
or shall not be abolished; Whether the heavy fine of SAT: 
on each act of manumission 'shall or shall toot be Continued; 
with otfeer questions of equally dubious and delicate ap^ 
plication. t / ' ... V. 

/The Meeftrig will fetollect" the [ outfagfes f wnitth Werb 
last year perpetrated, /in ffarbadoesV' hy'"tncf laWWs 
destruction of the Methodist T Cha^el £& Bridgetown, arid 
the expulsion from that island of the Missionary Shrews- 
bury. ' These .outrages baye been' folloWett By others df a 
similar description! Mr. Rayner, anotner Missionary, went 
froni St. Vincent's to Barbadbes: Ibe appH&A in thfe first 
instance to tnW'i&bvefndr for ^rofection^'biii'Ms'applfi 
cation was' yei^ol'aly received', and; nb;hb|ie 1J of effectual 
proteclfipn J was'affibrded to him. Mr. 'Rayner,' therefbr^j 
did not .dare to land, on account of 'the threats of % the 
leaders of the'lormer mob ; — such' is* the language of the 
"Wlesleyan Ttfissiohary^SocietyV Report. :> *.On,e zealous 
.man," it is 1(here stated,' "Vat'ori tne. shore a wnole' night, 
with a loadeil pistol, to shoot him Had he left the vessel.. The 
vessel' itself was menaced with an attack of boats, and was 
obliged tq' se^elt protection under the guns* of. a ship of 
^ar* The congregation also, which \'\ Mr.. Shrewsbury 
left behind him, and which continued to meet in a private 
house for. the purposes of worship and mutual edification, 
were threatened witb violence. . The former mob an- 
pounced their purpose of celebrating the anniversary of the 
destruction of the chapel, by razing the obnoxious house. 
to the -ground. . This was prevented by the interference 
of the Governor and the Magistrates; but the latter have 
forbidden any more meetings to be held, in short/ the t 
whole account which, has been given to the public, by the 
Methodist Mission Society, proves the existence/ in 
Barbadoes, of a state of disgraceful lawlessness, and a. 
deep and settled hostility to tae religious instruction of 
the Negro and Coloured population, of whom the Methodist 
coiigregation was chiefly composed. \\ ' 
That a similar feeling should be represented tb prevail in 



pemeraro, where, fbe wane Report tell? u$, a hostile spirit 
ftygpintyf Missions gf every kind has continued to be mani- 
fested, will be no subject of surprize. In Jamaica also, a 
like spirit lias shewn itself at different parochial meetip^s, 
where resolutions were agreed to, recommending the 
expulsion of the missionaries. In the other Westrfcdia 
Colonies there appefur? considerably less hostility to misr 
sionary exertions i and in some,, tl^ey are even encouraged. 

The proceedings of the Legislature of Jamaica have 
been no less instructive t^an those of the Barbadoes 
Ass em^y. Op their meeting in November last, they be- 
g^n the session with professing their readiness to bestow 
jtbe most serious attention on the propositions, transmitted 
by Government, for the improvement of the slave popula- 
tion- But the session has closed without their taking one 
efficient step towards that object* The propositions sub- 
mitted to them appear to have been comprised in the Tri- 
nidad Order in Council, which Earl Bathurst bad directed 
the Governor to lav before the Assembly, as the Eaodel of 
the desired reforms. The only measure of reform, how- 
ever, which appears to have been introduced in couse-> 
quence of this communication, was a bill " to enable 
Slaves to give evidence in certain cases of crime com? 
mitted against Slaves, and olf criminal attempts to excite 
rebellion and insurrection and of uttering seditious lan- 
guage." But even this Bill, though most jealously guarded, 
and extremely defective, in its, pro visions, was thrown out 
by a majority of thirty-four to oAe. 

The moqt remarkable transaction in th% proceedings of 
th^ Jamaica Assqmb jy was the Report of a Secret Commit- 
tee appointed to. investigate the late disturbances. The 
Srand object of the Report is to trace those disturbances to 
ie f discussions respecting slavery whjch had taken place in 
the British Parliament The absurdity, bo^ever, of such 
a view of tfre subject is rendered stf ffipien tly apparent, by the 
incessant renewal, in the colonial joMrneJs, of the. very same 
discussions, jywj that in a style of the utmost inflammattpn. 
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One i^rwicf , bowav^r, pipy ^ dr^wn fronj thii<Eop<>rt 
*hicb wm probably »9t intended fcy it* frame**; and that 
f jp, the extreme flifnsioea* of the; ground* on *W*h mwa 
bnjlt the aUe^jd servile plot* and eQusftiftrios <of tbe pna- 
*riW !*•*» f° r participating in wb&h *» rata? of 4* 
Slaves were tojed, convicted, *&d ■ esMufted ♦ 

Qn looking at tbe accounts of those trials, and competing 

thpip with this Report of the Secret Committee, thei* will 

be found tbe strongest reaeons for believing that a great jnst 

of tbe*e preluded plots was tbe base fabrication of ia- 

t^reated apd pejgured witnesses. Several of the. jconiio- 

tionf a*d QMootiopa teck plaoe on the evidence iof Jm> 

*la*Wi Cftftffes Mack and ^obn BaptU4»C^beimttd,wtb?ie 

fNidapce would have hew wholly inadmissible io any 

flatter, howetiev insignificant, ,afeofing a free pars**. 

Xbfp* tndaniHfc mer*0|er, was given under tba strongest 

possible hiae,— they Mre tbemseUes accnaed of being 

Concerned in the plot; and they jaot only- secured their 

mm lives by toroh&g King's evidence, bnt fthay had the 

JttpQcf |wW*d befafe them should tbeyTsuaaeed mcoor 

wofof others. Muck of their evidence^ ohm* has abiae 

been proved to Jm?e been false ; and the station winch 

the $e*ret Committee themeefees, after (My investigating 

^Wfej^t* wore led to captain of th^,, may h* gathered 

pm tin Moving passagaia th^c BeporU— " The Cap* 

#^tee <^eMt their dirty ft* aatooupaaiLto lb* house, that 

a message ahtohl be teat Io hu jBaaee.lfce G*rci»or, n- 

gupti^g that he wo*id send off the idbasl, Chtrlas Mack 

fft4 John Baptiste Corberand, afueraona of a**stflb»? 

gerpui* f hanwtqr to remain atfavg* ia thiB roohpqr* aod 

tbftt the hoq$e will make good any aiyaaaa attenriwrf on 

Wch a. wwure," Thus, thorny twaakres, eawhai 

testimony so many of their; feHen*areafeare» war* tfasustaat 

of existence, and in favour of tba «uadiUlh>af whoro tesh 

twa^ay wit ana flttud is said ia tba Report, are thementoes 

the** repraeated ae *aen of such desperate ob a rant o e o 

mere act of pow* unauthorised by lav* .{tea** deal* 
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: th^t-men of inch a character, especially when tempted 
by the hope of freedom or of reward, wimld readily 
-affirm- whatever would give them favour -and importance in 
the; eyes <of -their superiors, at a moment too of unnatural 
•form aadagitetion ; even if no circumstances bad afterward* 
occurred to throw discredit on their evidence? • 

Nqw it was in consequence, be it remembered, of some- 
thing whitoh was alleged to have been said by 4h*se 
rafftmoas persons, in the course of an extrajudicial exami- 
nation,' that the two respectable* Men of Colour who are 
now in this country, Mr. Lescenes and Mr. Escoffery, 
British subjects, were, without a trial, or even a hearing'; 
without any* opportunity of inquiry, or of confronting or 
cross-examining their accusers, seized- as conspirator* 
against the public peace, torn from th£ bosom of their 
families, rained in their qircam§Jpnees> and exiled' from 
their country. This atrocious act of- oppression- Will 
speedily undergo the review of Parliament* v -Tbe Cause of 
the suflerers has, been undertaken , by one .who is i W(M 
kiiow» to want neither the will, nor the eoorage* nor Jfcti 
talent,, to vindicate the innocent victims of lawless poWe?. 
>It is a decisive presumption in ftvonriof the impression, 
created in Jamaica, of the innocence of these exiled and 
outraged individuals, that no charge whatever is preferred 
against them in this Report of the Secret Committee; 
but that, on the contrary, although it was known that their 
cruel case had been brought under the cognisance of Par- 
liament, the following tribute of approbation to the good 
eenduetof ;the wfaola body of the free coloured' populatiMt 
is there given without -qpalifloation, exception* or reserve. 
"I5be Committee <oannot draw this Report to a conehw 
sion without bestowing its meed ,of praise on the seal *iiff 
alacrity shewn by the regulars and militia throughout the 
disturbed districts, both by the Whites and free People of 
Colour. The conduct of the latter evinced a wartfe nrterV 
est in. the welfare of the colony, and every way identified 
them with those who are the most zealous promoter* of-itft* 
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. The Committee cannot learn that any effective measures 
of reform have yet been adopted, in consequence of the 
recommendation of his Majesty, by any of the other Colo- 
nies: e^ept Tobago. In that island, containing a popula- 
tion o^I4,O0G slaves, the Legisture have; in one point, 
gone even beyond the provisions of the Trinidad Order in 
Council, Th,ey have admitted Slave-evidence in the very 
casein which the Order in Council has rejected it; - namely, 
in the case of the wilful murder or mayem of a Slave by a 
White or free person. ■-. It is admitted, however, only in 
case no White or free person was present; or can be pro- 
duced to prove the facts ; and even then, there must be 
the. concurrent testimony of two Slaves, unimpeacbed as 
to their credibility. Into the Tobago Act clauses are also 
introduced for securing the personal property of the 
Slaves; for abolishing Sunday, markets and substituting 
Thursday ; for allowing to the Slaves thirty-five week 
days in the year for their provision grounds ; and for limit- 
ing arbitrary punishments to twenty stripes, and, if more 
' than twelve are given, providing that it shall he in the pre- 
sence of a free person besides the person who inflicts the 
punishment. These are undoubtedly improvements, though 
they fall far short of the recommendations of his Majesty. 

With this single exception, the Committee are grieved 
to state, that they cannot discover that,. during the past 
year, any enactments have been framed by the Colonial 
Legislatures which tend to the mitigation of Slavery. 

What course his. Majesty's. Government may deem it 
right to pursue on. this occasion* the Committee have no 
means of knowing. But it cannot be denied that the con- 
duct of the Colonies has furnished that case of contumacy, 
which, in 1823, Mr. Canning distinctly stated would call 
for. parliamentary interference. . - Of. all the reforms which 
were then suggested, and which were admitted by the 
Government and the Parliament to be necessary, not one 
appears to have been as yet adopted* except in a single 
island, by any of the Colonies having Legislatures of their 
own^ And even in those Colonies which are immediately 
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*ub)eet ft> the Crown, the attempt at reformatio Km been 
cbrifihed lb Trinidad:— -the distance it has the*fc bad to 
eticoanter has been already adverted to. 

It is impossible for the Committee to contemplate ttetfg 
facts without feelings of the deepest regret. It frttue* 
they never anticipated the willing concurrence of the 06* 
lonies in any effectite plans of reform ; and they therefot^ 
ldoked forward to no beneficial result from tbeiher6*e* 
cotnmendatbn of the subject to their attention. - 

Tho4e who formerly censured their distrust of the fa- 
vourable disposition of the colonial authorities mutft how 
be convinced that that distrust was w>efl fbutfded, and 
must be prepared for the conclusion, at which the Com' 
mittee have long arrived, that the authoritative interference 
of Parliament is imperiously called for, and cannot be 
withheld without a sacrifice of its most sacred obligations. 
Those parliamentary friends of our cause, therefore, whd, 
on the occasion of the discussion referred to above, pledged 
themselves to move, if it should beconie necessary, tbe 
House of Commons on this subject, will now, without 
tfttubt, feel themselves called upon to act with the promp- 
titude and decision which the emergency requires. 

It is not, however, merely by the interference of Parlia- 
ment, in the internal legislation of the Colonies, that the 
mitigation and fina! extinction of Slavery may be effected. 
The abolition of the "West-Indian monopoly would tend, 
perhaps, even more certainly to that end. 

That monopoly is at present supported, first, by a bounty 
of upwards of six shillings per cwt. on the export of re- 
fined sugar, and which necessarily raises the price, not only 
of all the sugar exported, but of all the sugar consumed at 
tome, to the extent of the bounty; — and secondly, a pro- 
tecting duty of ten shillings a cwt. more on East-Indian, 
than on West-Indian sugar, which favours sugar grown 
by slaLve labour, in preference to that grown by free labour, 
to the extent of about 50 per cent, on the cost of the ar- 
ticle, and tends to exclude the latter from out consump- 
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tioa, and to.&>*e&«s to ooniitee the fornter. On coffee 
abe, tbe W,est J&dies nave a pwtectiooiof 28*; a ewt. No* , 
to say nothing at present of the degree in which prioes Are 
raised by the operation of the protecting duty, the cost of lb* 
West-Indian monopoly, arising from the sugar bounty alone, 
may be estimated at about 1,200,0002. annually*. And it 
is this large sum, (iu addition to whatever enhancement of 
price may be produced by the protecting duty,) paid by the 
people of this country to 'the growers of sugar, over and 
above what that sugar would otherwise cost, which does 
in fact cbiafy maintain unimpaired and unreformed tbe 
wwetahed system of colonial bondage. The people of 
England are therefore the" real upholders of Negro Sla*< 
very; Without their large contribution to its support, it 
could not fail to be rapidly mitigated, and eventually ex* 
tingnisbed. It is absolutely vain, therefore, to be hoping 
to aboHsh.Slatery, or to expect that by the vehemence of 
our speeches, or the force of mere parliamentary resolu- 
tions* or of royal recommendations, we shall be able to* 
abate this evil, while we are extending to it such solid 
marks of our favour, and thus affording to it its great ami 
principal means of support. 

• It is calculated that there are in the West Indies, about 
1800 suga* plantations ; among tbe proprietors of which 

* This position has been questioned. It has been affirmed that the 
bounty, the' extent of which is not denied, affects only the sugar which 
irexjiorted. : But such a statement can alone proceed from an entire ig- 
norance of the facts of Uie case. The price of the sugar consumed in 
this country, and of. that which is refilled for exportation, is precisely 
the same in the sugar market. The bounty necessarily operates on the 
whole mass of stigar, as there cannot exist at the same moment, two 
price* of one article in .the same market. The point however* if thfrre 
could exist, a .doubt upjon it, (though sue ha doubt cannot pojsibly 
exist in the mind of any commercial man,)- is fully conceded by the 
West Irtdians themselves. Mr. George Hibbert, the agent of the 
island of Jamaica, in a letter 1 to his constituents, dated 1 1th- of March, 
1894, «od published in the 'Royal Gazette of Jamaica of the in Maj^' 
1824, distinctly states, that " the advantage which we how enjoy in the pthgr 
ciple and produce of calculating the drawback upon the export of refined sugar 
taken, altogether, ts Mtie, if at all short of a gratuitous baunty of. six shillings 
per hundred weight" .• ' .* *t .' j :•••*. ••' 
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the twelve hundred thousand poundt which the people of 
tfafe country are forced to pay for their sugars, over and 
above what the tame sugars would eost them if the trade 
were free, is of coarse divided ; making, on the average, 
about 7002. sterling annually to each proprietor; and this in- 
dependently of the advantage, whatever it be, which he d«« 
riven from the protecting duty. Now if it were proposed in 
Parliament to give to each of these 1S00* West-Indian 
proprietors, pensions, varying in their amount from 500/. 
to 5000/. a year, according to the quantity of sugar which 
each might extract, by means of the eartwhip, from the 
labour of his Slaves; and forming a total aggregate df one 
million two hundred thousand pounds, what ♦reception 
Wouid such a proposition meet with ? Would it he tolerated 
for a single moment ? And yet, wherein does the actual 
state of things differ substantially from the case which has 
been supposed, except that, in this last, the transaction 
would stand forth to the public view in all its ftagrancy, 
while, in the other, it is more concealed from observation ; 
tad that, in the one case, the money would be paid by the 
people into the Exchequer, before it went into tfaepooketa 
of the sugar planters; and that, in the other, it is paid to 
them through the grocers in the price of their sugars. 
The payment is not the less real ,on that aectfunt. 

Now, it will not be alleged that the West Indians, 
have any claim to levy such a contribution upon the people 
of this country for merits or services of their own. They 
are themselves sensible of this.* They allege 1 it to be ne- 
cessary, not so much on their own account, as with a view 
to the well-being and comfort of their Slaves. And they 
have, on more occasions than ooe, been "supported, in this 
mode of defending the existing arrangement, even by some 
of our public men. The consequence has been, that an 
objection has thus heen raised, in the mjuds of many bene vo^ 
lent persons, to the abolition of the West- Indian monopoly; 



. ♦ This number is said to be overrated by more thai 3*0 : if •©, tfc* 
esse here stated would be greatly strengthened. 



and of the bowatiae and protecting duties fey wfciob U i* 
maintained, on the ground that a depression in the prie* 
oft slave-^gro wn ptodaee would tend to aggravate the mi* 
sery of the Slaves, and to expose him to farther privation** 
and perhaps even to starvation itself* 

As to notion ca*bfc more fundamentally erroneous tbm 
this, notwithstanding tfcte aeaLttith which the Wast Indium 
and their friedd^ both ihi and owl of. Pariiamentf Jwfe 
Mtotntedj to propagate it, ibseemri o$ the very firs£ knffeiv 
timet that it sbaald he cnlmly; exfeptaad, and its fellah 
exposed^ The proposition which! t^Goramittee nwpf&i 
paped to maiartain, ia dkeedy apposed to ift: it* is, "timti 
whatever te«ds taiaiie the prkeof tbe skve-grewa prprt 
dtooe ef our Colonies^ tend* in thh> same* degree to riftifr 
the chains, and to add to the-labodr abd misery, of the) 
Stave; while the depression of its price operates benefir, 
eially both & relaxing his bcods^ abating bis toil, dud eo- 
bagiug bta comforts." 
; We baae^ frequently been toid by the colonic author 
nities-, and particularly by tbe Assembly of Jaiowoa, that i£ 
tbdprioes of produce should fall, die Slaves inost starve,; 
The- saaeatrthurities have, however, assured as* thafc sueh> 
is tbe fasonrabfe native of their loii and climate,* tbtt the, 
hritantf ef a few toys in the year ir amply sufficient to; IpiPr 
vide the Slaves with the means of comfortable subsistence^ 
The same view of the subject* has been taken by every, 
ceteniali Writer, front* Mr. Bryam Edwards to Mr. Foster 
Barham. Vbty duty fary a uke> with respect to the q«nu*t 
taty oftiaiej which the Stove requires for'this purpose ; some 
statipg it-n* 8evenday*ifi the year* and other* at twelve o£ 
fourteen. In conformity with these s t atements, the great*, 
est numb** of days* nl the ynar (exclusive of Sundays) 
which, dowti>t*1810, wtadkft*fed*o the Slaves by law, in : 
any of the* islatids, for cultivating: tfae land allotted to ifaduv 
for their stfbtifttetice, wa* from fourteen to surteen. Andi 
this small portion of time, it was affirmed in the evidence 
laid by tbeWest- Indian party before the Privy Council and 
Parliament, not onlyeh^bled theSlaves generally. td livie ia 
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comfort/bat affordedtnany of them the means of ptooonrfiif 
luxuries, and«ven oti amassing wealth. ,. i 

It is not the intention of the XDouunittee.at present; ti» 
examine the accuracy of these positions.. It is sufficient la 
know that the West- India laws bad generally proceeded 
upon the principle, that (exclusive of Sunday ).ahooifc four- 
teen days in the year, or a twenty >£ftb part ofi>the.8feyefc 
time, was quite sufficient for his comfortable <subsisienfcet. 
This principle has also been fully, acted upon in practise* 
In Jamaica, for example, arid in> every otkfa island! whom 
this course of allotting land and timer tq AaNefcceoai* 
pursued, no regular allowance of food, with ^the jelcftp-? 
tion of a few herrings, or a little salt; fish, bat. m< < |<M>b 
fities so small as merely to serve as ai. seasoning tfx tbair, 
food, is given to the Slaves. With this? dx caption* thftf> 
draw their food from the spot *f ground allotted 4o ; them* 
and which is tilled by theii: own labour daring the portion tig 
time set apart by law for that purpose. In Jamaica, tfeafc 
titae, which (exclusive* bf! the. Sunday) ds<i n*t previously 
exceed sixteeri days, .was- Raised, in 1817; <to twenty-six* 
and in Tobago has beeto raised by the new law <toc thirty 
five in the year* It does riot appear that' any oth£t 
colonies have as yet been equally liberaL There am scakiai 
colonies, however, where, imtead of allotting lands to the! 
Slaves to be cultivated ori their own account, the provision 
grtrands are cultivated by ;tbe whole >gatig, and a weekly 
allowance of food is givfen to each Slave. In .this case; 
no time during die week is allowed him by law. 

Having premised thus mpoh, it will Ireieadiertot under- 
stand clearly the operation of high and low- prices of pro.- 
doce on the condition ^of the $taves 4 . 

It will Hot be denied, in the first place, that a Jbigh 
price of the produce of Slaver tabeur must enhance tha 
value of the Slave, aod* thus tend to obstruct hie, mamin 
mission. The willingness of a master voluntarily fo ma- 
numit bis Slave will necessarily be affected by. the cost- 
liness of the sacrifice; and, if we suppose the redemption 1 
of the Slave to be accomplished by the savings of hit own 



i^dlaMvy, it : is obvicWthat the^Wfieulry of "accomplishing 
it *wrtd be increased in proportion to tb*'kierea*fr of hi* 
▼dm* ' . • ip •/..:■;. j 

- Thn» factis tratiously illustrated by a comparison of the 
progress of . mafnomission iri the eoionte* of Barbadoes' 
and Demjgrara. The -Slave population of each is nearly* 
tfre frames ba^ oiring to the superior fertility of the soil 
of Demerara, slave labour is there *Buch more productive,' 
andiSfeves mtfch more valuable, than in Barbadoes/ Taking 
tbepettod which elapsed from the 1st of January 1808 to* 
tteenft bf l$dl, it appears, from the parliamentary re+< 
terns, ihttt; in Barbadoes, daring those fourteen y*tr&>< 
m*#umb*i6n6 proceeded at the average rate of 125 i» 
each' year; whereas, in Demertea, they did not amount 
to more on- tbe average than about twenty-seven in eacte 
ycter. Id both colonies there is a heavy tax on maou* 
missions; * •••■ •,••:. ... ' no 

* It may perhaps be said, that if a high priee of produce 
should" have- the effect of raking the value of the Sl«v«v 
yet, as tfc» value of bis own produ-ce would be proportion-* 
ably enhanced, he would' experience no disadvantage from 
that circumstance. Here, however, the miserable policy 
of colonial legislature interferes. Hie Slave is imiv»r« 
ially restrained by law, under heavy penalties^ from ou|* 
tivatibg*, or vending, a single- artiele of exportable pro-* 
dace; a single article, therefore,, the price of which eftn 
b& r raised efther by foreign demand, or by the effect of 
bounties and protecting duties. ■■ i« 

,* But it is not in this indirect way only .that a high 
price +i produce operate* to the disadvantage *£ the Slav a 
The effect of a high price of any artiele is uniformly td 
stimulate its increased production ; while the effect of a 
glut,, and* of low prices, is necessarily to check its produor 
tiro. But, in 6ur colonies, where the slave population 
cannot be augmented by importations, it is obviously im» 
possible that production should be increased without add- 
ing to the labour of the Slave. An increase of the quant 



tky of sagaj: or l0 coflfoe can only b* ; obtained either by* 
abiidging tjie tim^ flowed to the Slave fo* p^tittUwg hi* 
own provision grounds, or by stimulating him to incrpasfed 
muscular exertion while working for his master, Oft the 
other hand, a \om price of produce naturally tead»; to m 
cesifcwy icilurs^ ; to a husbanding of the stuengthof the' 
tfegwffls* and to an enlargement of the time allowed, the* 
ta^kivala their, ; gr<>*uabd«^ •■••.-< s% 

These opposite tetfdeooie* q£ high *** of : L»w pit** 
may be illustrated hy a, cane wbjeh often find* itgrfiatfriklr 
in; the West Indies* Let us suppose the* caste of A,, the* 
proprietor, of 9 aqgar plantation, yielding annually 30ft 
tons of augpfejaadf cultivated by 360 Slaqea* ^buiAMiM 
managed a* just to maintain their number*.. H& eaten 
into a ( contract with B, at; a time when wpa» are ameo* 
aging a grora price of 301. a ton, to let to hurt his estate* 
on lease for ten years, at a rent of 1000/. per annum* Thfi 
other charges amonufc te %$i. per ton, or 4000/. ; ;4nd 
therefore leave to B. a net idoon** hi each year of MKW/U 
orS. per too. It further ferpaf part of their agreetmetfc 
thaMbe plantation, with ifs Stoves eattte, works, build* 
ings, and utenailsv should be fairly appraised a* the caah 
inencement of the; lease,, and should again be fairly re* 
appraised; at iia termination ; and thai, if the valu* should 
be diminished in the urterval, the amount of the deteiaoi 
ration: should he made good by B ; butf that if it should; be 
unproved he ghould receive the value oftfcat improve 
ment. 

Now, lbtk be supposed that, under these mrcnmstances, 
B should wish to; add to hisinoome by increasing; his crop 
fern 200! to 250 toflsi of sugar. The addition) of fifty tons; 
the piiees remaining thet same, would. ia^fieasB the grass 
produce feo»6000/. to 7*500/*, and thai rent and chajBgt* 
being deducted wnriUi afford him> ini the. first instance 
an. increase: of his- net inoeae But then it is: ok 
vions, thatinofden to efleofc this initceasetofi innonie, hf 
must ako increase^ by; one-fourth; the oattaary labour of 
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the Slaves and cattle ; and if he should see reason to esti* 
mat* tbeir Wear and tear, arising from the heavier pre* 
trite -of this new exaction of labour, at the sum he bad 
added to his income, he would, in that case, have no tempta- 
tion to overwork his Slaves ; for, though he would gain 
by ah addition of fifty tons of sugar, yet if he should bav$ 
to refund that sum or more, in order to compensate to A 
the diminished value of bis property, he would' probably 
feel it to be his wisest and safest plan, in such circum- 
stances, not to attempt to increase his crops at the certain 
expense which he must inpur by doing so. 

But, supposing that the gross pries of sugar should rise 
from $0i. to fiOf. a ton, then hew would the case stand t 
4,000/* would at once be added > (So his income by the sale 
of his 200 tons of sugar ; and if, dreading that these good 
times might be of short duration, he should resolve, by a 
farther exaction of labour, to add fifty tons to his crop, 
though at &n expense of slaves and cattle Which might 
amount even to 1000/*, it would clearly be his interest to 
do so. The additional fifty tons, after supplying the means 
Wt compensating fbr this sacrifice of human life and of 
property, WOttld still leave him a large surplus. The temp- 
tation therefore to overdrive the Slaves, would, in such 
a case, be exceedingly increased. 

But if, instead of rising to 50/. a ton, sugars were fd 
mak to 2S/., then the proceeds would be barely sufficient 
to* meet the rent and expenses of the estate ; and suppos- 
ing B,, fai such a case, to endeavour to add to his income 
by extracting fifty additional tons of sugar from the Slaves, 
he vwwld not derive j from this forced increase of produce, 
more than half the cost of life which it would occasion. 
In such a dase, would it not be bis clear and mdrifcitabte 
Merest, since nothing coutd be gained by an increased 
sugar culture, rather to turn His attention to the improve- 
tttentof the property; and, instead of adding 'fifty tons 
of sugar to his crop by a process whish most be attended 
wkfe Urn atfd not gain, t* etfdeavour, by the raisfiyg of 
abundant food and by other means, to increase his stock 
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qf Skives and cattle,- so that he might have a large cUtHs 
to make <m the proprietor for improv&roonte. It would 
b» utter. folly in him to throw away the capital of the 
estate in unproductive labour, while, by husbanding and 
improving it, and by economising his resources,' he might 
prevent the ruin which must otherwise come upon him; 
And if he should pursue this wise course; if, instead of 
having added during the years of his lease, fifty tons of 
sugar annually to his already unproductive crop, at an ex- 
peqse of fifty or one hundred Slaves, for whom he would 
have ultimately to pay; he had gather diminished bis sugar 
crop, while, by his care and humane attentions* he .had 
added fifty or one hundred Negroes to the population . of 
the estate, whose value he would* have to receive, he w#uld 
obviously be an immense gainer. • Such would be n&tuj$l}y 
and almost necessarily the course of tbings prase f&eckhy 
lpw prices. High prices, on, the Contrary, wftuld have 
enabled him to gain largely by an opposite course; namely, 
J>y overworking and killing his Slayes. '*«,; 

But although the case which has not? been stated of a 
lessee, may make the operation of high and low prices 
on the condition of the Slaves, considered .a* instrument* 
of profit, more obvious; yet there is,, in point of fkct, 
nothing which really di$tingui$hes the; case of a. lessee 
from that of a proprietor wlio occupies his own estate*. : If 
he can gain only 500/. by increasing his crop,, while, in 
doiu^ so, he sacrifices 500/. worth of Slaves and cattle, he 
will h^ve little inducement to pursue such acourte. But 
if, in conseqnenoe of high prices, be can gain, by the 
same sacrifice, four or five times its amount, the tempta- 
tion then becomes very powerful ; and it might operate 
even more injuriously in the case of a proprietor, than in 
that of a lessee, as the former would not be liable to the 
same scrutiny, respecting, the decrease of his Slaves, with 
the latter, and .might therefore consult his. mere interests 
wJLjtb less risk of exposure. . . % . - , 

\ . A perfectly analogous effect is produced in this ^euntry* 
4pn the comfort and lives of pojstJiorses, by any sudijdn 
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rise in the gains of posting in a particular district ; more 
especially if a farther supply of horsed can with difficulty 
be procured. A like effect, it is well known, takes place 
with respect to the wear and tear of manufacturing ma- 
chinery, in consequence of an increased demand of the 
article it is employed in fabricating. 

It is not the intention of the Committee to press this 
argument in any unfair or invidious mariner. There may 
be proprietors of West-Indian estates who would rather 
■lose largely by their Slaves than exact from them an undue 
degree of labour. Such cases, however, cannot bef con- 
sidered as affecting the general argument. The great 
mass of West-Indian proprietors are speculators, who have 
invested their money in West-Indian property solely with 
a view to gain, and who are necessarily guided in their 
conduct by the same commercial principles which operate 
in every other department of productive industry. Here, 
however, the instruments of production are senti .'lit beings, 
reduced to the condition of mere machines ; and it is not 
to be wondered at that in ^snch circumstances they should 
share the common fate of other instruments of production*, 
whether they be cattle or machinery. The guilt and dis- 
credit of such a revolting condition of human society be- 
fongs to the State * hich suffers it to exist, far more than to 
die individuals who administer it. . 

The Committee do not mean to argue that Slaves may 
not be wretchedly used, and cruelly oppressed, when prices 
are low, and their labour comparatively unproductive. U^ 
is not in human nature that the possession of such an 
uncontrolled despotic power as that which is possessed 
by the colonial master over his bondsman should not be 
abused. But what' they mean to affirm, and what they 
think they have proved, is, that the tendency of low. price* 
is to relieve the labour, and to promote the increase and 
emancipation, of the slave; while the tendency of higb 
prices is to stimulate the master to fresh exactions, and 
t* render tfcfe emancipation of the Slave more difficult. ' 

b 4 
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The advocates of the West- Indian system argue that 
we may implicitly rely on the interest of the master for the 
well-being and preservation of the Slave, that Slave being 
his property. " It is so clearly his interest," they say, 
" to be humane, that you require no other guarantee*" 
But, in the case of high prices, it has been shewn, that 
the master's pecuniary interest may be in direct opposition 
to the claims of humanity. It then may become his interest 
to exact from the Slave an increased quantity of labour, at 
the hazard, and even to the extensive destruction, of health 
and life. 

But how does it happen, it may be asked, that, in the 
case of the West-Indian labourer, all the recognised prin- 
ciples of political economy should be thus* strangely re- 
versed ? In this country, an increased demand for cotton 
manufactures, for example, causing of course an increase 
of price, produces the most beneficial, results to the labour- 
ers employed in that branch of manufacture. How hap- 
pens it then that an increase in the price of sugar does 
not produce, to the West- Indian labourer who cultivates it, 
the like advantages ? 

The cause of the difference is obvious : the one is a 
freeman, the other is a Slave. The increased demand in 
the case of the freeman produces an increase in the rate 
of his wages. In the case of the Slave, it may produce 
indeed a destructive increase iu the rate of the labour 
exacted from him : but Slaves receive no wages ; they 
therefore derive no benefit, but, on the contrary, an ag- 
gravation of their uncompensated toil, by the increased de- 
mand for the produce of their labour. 

The free labourer, in like manner, may suffer from low 
prices, either by the diminished rate of his wages, or by 
his being thrown out of work* But what does the Slave 
suffer by being thrown out of work? What disadvantage 
can it be to him that the produce of his labour is not in 
demand, unless we can suppose the master to hinder him, 
on that account, from cultivating his provision grounds a* 
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formerly , and to oblige him to sit down. and. starve in inac- 
tion during the time which the law allots to him for the 
raising, of food. 

The West Indians, it is true, assert, that, if prices should 
fall, the Slaves must starve; and this is, in particular, the , 
language which has been held by the Assembly of Jamaica; 
But in what way are low prices to operate in producing 
this effect ? The food of the field Slaves in that islaud 
is raised entirely by their own hands, on the portion of 
ground allotted to them for that purpose, and cultivated 
during that fragment of their time (about one thirteenth part 
of the whole) which is specifically assigned them by law. 
Is it, then, by depriving the Slaves of the land which had 
been set apart for their subsistence, and which the owner 
himself has now less temptation than ever to-occupy, that 
starvation is to ensue? Or is it by depriving them, with- 
out any assignable object for so doing, of the scanty por- 
tion of time which the law allows them for cultivating their 
allotments ? If not, how is it possible for them to starve! 
Low prices of sugar cannot make the land less fit than it 
was before to produce the food of the Negroes, or the 
Slaves less capable of tilling it, if only the time be con- 
tinued to them. That, when prices are high and sugar- 
planting gainful, the planter may be tempted to violate the 
law, by abridging the time and la.nd allowed to his Slaves, 7 
in order to enlarge his crops, is conceivable. But it is not 
conceivable that he should do so gratuitously, without any 
possible profit, and even when it is clearly contrary to his 
interest. The tendency of a low price of sugar is obvi- 
ously to throw his inferipr lands at least out of culture, and. 
to induce bim to direct a larger share both of land and 
labour to the growth of provisions, or of some other article, 
of exportable produce than sugar; — and, whatever article 
may be substituted for it, the change must operate, as a 
relief to the Slaves ; the culture of sugar being by far the 
nM>st oppressive branch of colonial husbandry. 

Enough has been said to explain the grounds on which 
the Committee are disposed to regard -the West- India 
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monopoly, and the bounties and protecting duties* by winch 
it is upheld, as eminently injurious to the Slave, and ait 
aggravating by its effects the various hardships of his 
condition. It would not be difficult to strengthen this 
conclusion, to which the reasonings of the Committee have 
inevitably led them, by an appeal to facts which shew that 
the loss of slave life, in the different colonies, bears, if not 
an exact, yet a sufficiently remarkable, proportion to the 
comparative share which they obtain of the bounties and 
protecting duties on sugar. 

The Bahamas grow no sugar : they consequently enjoy 
no share of the bounties and- protecting duties on that 
article. The increase of the population of the Bahamas 
is, however, very considerably greater than in any other 
colony. It may be estimated at upwards of two and a 
half per cent, per annum, being about the rate of increase 
among the Slaves in the United States. ' 

The only other colony of Great Britain in which there is 
any increase of the Slaves is Barbadoes ; and- that is the 
colony (with one exception) which makes the smallest 
quantity of sugar in proportion to its numbers, and enjoys 
of course the smallest share of the public money. The 
increase appears to amount to about one and one tenth 
per cent, in three years, or a little more than one third per 
cent, per annum. In 1821 the Slave population amounted 
to about 79,000 ; but the quantity of sugar which was im- 
ported thence into Great Britain in that year amounted 
only to .180,000 cwt., being at the rate of two cwt. and 
a quarter for each Slave*. This is the only British 
Sugar Colony in which there is not an annual decrease of 
the Slave population ; and it will be found that, with one ex- 
ception, the proportion of sugar which the others pro- 
duce is far greater than it is in Barbadoes. 

St. Christopher's appears to have had a population in 
1821 of 20,000 Slaves. Its export of sugar in that year 
amounted to about 90,000 cwt., being at the rate of four 

* Otf aD average of several yean, it ia nearly three cwt. for eacti. 



cwt and a half for each Slave, It* rate ot decrease wai 
about one third per cent., per annum. : 

The population of Jamaica io 1821 was about 340,000. 
The sugar exported from it was about 1,770,000 cwt., 
being at the r&te of not quite' five cwt and a quarter per 
Slave, In this island ihe decrease appears to have been 
proceeding at the rate of nearly one half per cent, per 
annum. 

The population of St Vincent's, in 1821, was about 
34,450* The quantity of sugar which was imported thence 
into Great Britain in that year was 216,000 cwt, or nearly 
lUgbt cwt. . and three quarters for each Slave. The 
decrease appeiars to have been proceeding there at the 
rate of one and a half per cent, per annum. 

The population of Grenada in 1821, was 25,700. The 
quantity of sugar which was exported thence in that year 
was 184,500 cwt., or at the* rate- of upwards of seven < cwt. 
per Slave; The decrease appears to have been proceed- 
ing there at the rate of two per oent pee annum. 
. Tobago, in 1821, exported about 109,000 cwt of 
sugar. The population in that year was 14,600 : its pro- 
duce therefore was at the rate of seven cwt and a half of 
sugar for each Slave, and its decrease appears to have 
been proceeding at the rate of three per cent per annum. 

Between the years 1815 and 1821, Demerara had more 
than doubled its export of sugar. In the former year, it 
tfasionly 234,000, cwt; in the latter, 536,500. In 1824, 
it had increased to 616,000. The very change to sugat 
from other articles must have pressed hard upon the 
Slaves. In 1821, its population was about 77,000. Tbe 
rate of its production of sugar in that year, therefore, was 
upwards of seven cwt. for each Slave : and in 1824 k had 
increased to eight cwt. for each Slave. The ***e of 
decrease in Demerara during that period has been about 
three per cent per annum. - 

The rapid extension of tfcp oppressive culture of sugar 
in the place of other, articles not requiring the same in- 
tensity of mufcubr exertion* aided by the inequality of the 
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sexes which prevail* there, has probably quickened the pro- 
gress of depopulation in Demerara. 

If the population returns of the West Indies were 
perfect, and if we had a regular and accurate account of 
the transfer of Slaves from one island to another, the 
above statements would probably undergo some modi- 
fication. At least; we should be better able to account for 
the present apparent inequalities in the decrease of those 
islands. ' 

But with all the supposeable imperfection of these detail*, 
is it possible calmly to review them without the most 
entire conviction of the pernicious effects produced, on 
the happiness and comfort of the Slaves in the 'British 
Colonies, by the bounties and protecting duties on sugar) 
In the Bahamas, where no sugar is grown, the Slaves 
increase, — they increase rapidly ! In Barbadoes, where 
the proportion of sugar to the population is least, they 
increase, though in a small degree. In St. Kitt's and 
Jamaica,, where the proportion of sugar is greater than in 
Barbadoes, there \s a considerable though not so large a 
decrease as in St. Vincent, Grenada, Tobago, and Deme- 
rara, where the proportion of sugar is the largest. There 
the decrease ^proceeds at a much more rapid rate; at 
a jate, in some of them, which would unpeople the earth 
in Jialf a century. 

. . We have already adverted to the pernicious effects of 
Slavery in so perverting all the ordinary effects of high 
prices,, that what is a source of benefit to free labourers, 
increasing their comforts and augmenting their numbers, 
proves a source of oppression, -misery, and death to the 
Slaves. In like manner, one of the most valuable blessings 
of a bountiful Providence, the natural fertility of the soil, is 
converted, by the, malign influence of Slavery, into a 
bitter curse. To what other cause can we attribute it, 
that, in the poorest colony of the West Indies, that of 
the Bahamas, and where the quantity of produce exported 
is the least, the increase of the population should proceed 
at the rapid rate, of two and a half to three per cent, per 
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<MnteiB; that even in Barbadoes, which'* is the most impo- 
veriihed of the Sugar Colonies, there should be an increase 
of ofce third per cent, per annum; and that in Demeralrar, 
possessing the richest soil in the West Indies, and where 
consequently the produce of Slave labour must bfe the 
greatest,, the population should decrease at the terrific rate 
of three per cent, per annum? Can any farther proof be 
wanting of the position which the Committee undertook to 
•establish; namely, that high prices of produce are most in- 
jurious to the comfort and well-being of the Slave -popu- 
lation ; and* that therefore the bounties and protecting 
duties by which a factitious elevation is given to those 
.prices, and even the superior natural fertility of the soil, have 
a (fatal and deadly influence in aggravating their sufferings. 

But still it will be argued, that, supposing all this to 
.be (rue, the abolition of the bounties and protecting duties 
must issue in the ruin of tbe planters. If, with all the sup- 
port which these afford them, they find it scarcely possible 
to keep themselves from sinking, their utter ruin must be 
the inevitable consequence of withdrawing that support/' 

Now, although it is too much to require that the pecuniary 
interests of 1600 or 1800 sugar planters should be allowed 
to come into competition with the comfort, the health, the 
liberty, and the lives of seven or eight hundred thousand 
human beings, and with the clear interests of the whole 
community of the British Empire; and although the facta of 
the case leave no room for hesitation as to the expediency, 
nay as to the absolute necessity, of putting an end to this 
most impolitic, inhuman,. and unchristian system; yet the 
Committee will not object to meet their opponents, even 
on this ground. 

They have already adverted to the large sum which is 
paid to thfe sugar planters, by the people of this country, 
over and above the fair price of their sugars. It amounts 
by 4he operation of tbe bounty, independently of the. pro- 
• Meting duty, to about one million two iiundred thousand 
pounds, or nearly an average of 700/. a year to each sugar 
planted Now this payment has all the worst characteristics 



of a poor's rate. It is compulsory ;— and itis paid to those 
who meet clearly ought to provide for themselves* It there- 
fere may be expected to produce all the injurious effects 
en tiie recipients which, when we look around ns, we 
see to flow from ill administered parochial relief in this 
country. It is, in short, a system *f pauperism on a large 
sdale, attended with all the evils of pauperism. Those 
evils have been stated by a Committee of the House of 
Commons to be, in the case of die paupers, a want of exer- 
tion and self-dependence, recklessness of the future, im- 
providence, waste, profligacy, &ot-&e< ; and, as it respects 
the public, unceasing and insatiable demands for farther 
aid. Instead of looking for help to their own industry and 
economy, and to a reformation in their plans of life, they 
threw themselves on the eleemosynary bounty of the pub- 
lic Those who know what has been the state of West- 
Indian interests, during the last fifty years, will easily see 
bow aptly, and in how many points, the parallel applies. 
And perhaps, of all the misfortunes which have attended 
West- Indian speculators, none have been more fatal to 
their prosperity/ and more pregnant with evil, even in a 
pecuniary point of view, than the success which, has attend* 
ed tb&r clamorous importunity for public aid. . They have 
overlooked, like the sturdy beggar, the means of relief 
within their own power, in order to draw an easy, though 
unsatisfactory and precarious provision, from the weakness 
and credulity of others. 

But for this, would it have been possible that the West 
ladies should have continued in that tow and wretohed 
state of improvement which they now exhibit; — that tbA 
miserable hoe, raised by the feeble hands of men and 
women, driven forward by the cartwhip, should still be 
their only instrument in turning, up the soil, to the neglect 
of cattle and machinery ;— that all modern improvements 
in husbandry should be almost unknown ;-*-that one unva- 
rying course of exhausting crops should be pursued with* 
out change or relief ;-— and that in a climate congenial to 
them the population should continue progressively attl 
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rapidly to decrease ? These and many other points tb*4 
might be mentioned are fatal anomalies, which can only 
be accounted for by the withering influence of Slavery 
and of the factitious aid by /which it is upheld in all its un- 
mitigated malignity. How different would have been the 
, state of things in our Colonies, bad a different course been 
pursued ! How different would soon be their state, and 
this is now a far more important consideration, if they 
were driven to depend on their own resources, and if they* 
were released from the injurious effects of that pampering 
and protecting system which has hitherto kept them from 
all effective efforts at improvement! 

Such being the deliberate views of the Committee, they 
hail with satisfaction the intention which has been an- 
nouncedby the Government of so regulating, in the course 
of the next year, the drawback or bounty on sugar as to re- 
duce, to about one half of its present amount, the advan- 
tage which the West Indians now derive froip that source. 
They hail it, however, rather as an indication of a change 
of policy, than on account of the benefit that will flow from' 
it. While the protecting duty of 10s. per cwt. is con- 
tinued, the evil of the present system $rill not be practi- 
cally lessened. Nothing short of tt^e removal of all protec-^ 
tipn of the produce of slave labour, against competition 
with the produce of free labour, can effectually reform it. 

But to return to the case of the planters— The Com- 
mittee have already on various occasions shewn, that if 
there be truth, in history, or any certainty in political 
science, the dowpfal of the present system, and of the 
restrictive laws which maintain it, would prove beneficial 
to none more than to the Colonists themselves. On this 
subject, therefore, they can only now repeat in brief their 
former statements. 

Their cultivation of sugar then is at present a forced 
cultivation, which must ever be a hazardous and expensive 
process, and can only be supported by a monopoly price, 
both high and permanent The first effect of the removal 
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of restrictions would be, that the colonist would be in- 
duced to wthdraw from sugar cultivation (which is at once 
-the most exhausting to the soil, and the most oppressive 
to the Slave of any) his inferior soils, and to employ them 
in pasture, or in the growth of other articlesof a less one- 
rous description. By reserving his best soils only for 
sugar, its remunerating price would be lowered, and his 
profits of course raised. But the necessity of the case 
would force upon him other improvements. He would 
be obliged to become resident. That curse of the West 
Indies, a non-resident proprietary, would cease ; the heavy 
cost of agency would be saved ; the ruinous effect aris- 
ing from the Unfaithfulness and disobedience of agents, 
frustrating every designed amelioration, would be stopped; 
the plough and various other articles of machinery would 
. then be brought into use, and would both lessen the ex- 
pense of culture and lighten the labour of the Slaves. It 
is quite astonishing that the plough should not have been 
adopted in the West Indies. This, in common with many 
other evils of the system, is owing to Slavery. If an 
English farmer was obliged to keep, during the whole 
year, all the hands he required for harvest, he too might 
be tempted to occupy them in turning op the soil with the 
hoe, instead of employing cattle and machinery in this 
branch of husbandry. No people pretending to civiliza- 
tion have ever discarded the plough, excepting the colo- 
nial slaveholders. Its adoption by them into general use 
could not fail to produce the most beneficial results* 
Cattle would be more generally employed. A change of 
crops, a better system of manuring, and a better system 
of general management, would follow ; and the soil, instead 
of gradually deteriorating, as now, Would be gradually im- 
proved. Ih his altered circumstances, the planter would feel 
theneoessity of making the culture of pro vis ions, and the rais- 
ing of cattle and live stock, a principal object of attention. 
He would feel the necessity also of relieving the \f omen 
from that constant and oppressive drudgery of field labour 
which smites them with barrenness and abridges their 
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lives* H$ would allow them to pay an adequate share of 
attention to their children and their domestic concerns 
He would introduce a variety of economical and morql 
improvements, whicb^are obviously practicable, and under 
the influence of which the West Indies could not fail 
rapidly to improve. The population would increase; and, 
as they increased, {heir condition would gradually approach 
to that of free labourers. The property of the planter would 
be no longer estimated by the number of his Slaves, whq 
would sink in value, and whose manumission would be- 
come rapidly progressive, but by his land, which, as popu- 
lation multiplied, would proportipnably rise in value ; and 
eventually his income might be derived, not from the un- 
certain results which attend the present unnatural state of 
things, but from a land rent paid by Black or White farmers 
managing their own concerns. The West Ipdies would 
tfyen be able to compete in the sale of their produce with 
any other country in the world ; and the West-Indian 
planter would find the improvement of his income to keep 
pace with the progress of those reforms, which would, at the 
same time, most effectually promote the happiness and exalt 
the moral and social condition of his unhappy bondsmen. 

It is vain, however, to expect, Jhat, while the West 
Indies maintain their monopoly, and are thus protected 
against the competition of free labour, a single effectual 
step will be taken in the career of reformation. Other ex- 
pedients therefore mujstbe resorted to, if Parliament should 
refuse to abolish the restrictive system ; such as the com- 
petition of free labour, in every case where it can be em- 
ployed with sufficient advantage to overcome, by means of 
increased skill, the protection granted to slave labour;— and 
the substitution of the use of the produce of free labour for 
that of slave labour in every case where it can possibly be 
effected. 

But on these various means of prosecuting their object 
the Committee have already enlarged in their circular 
address of the 9th of February last, to which they refer 
the meeting. They observe since that time the formation 
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of a commercial association, under the name of the Tropical 
Free-labour Company, the objects of which are jiu perfect 
accordance with the views of the Committee, and to 
which they cannot therefore -but wish, success. 

In the mean time, however, the Slaves are suffering and 
perishing. The depopulation of "our Colonies is proceed- 
ing at a rate which can be explained on no principle but 
that of the severity of their treatment. They still labour 
under the >rhip without wages. They are still chattels, 
They are still not the subjects of law, but of individual 
caprice. They are still without any civil or political 
rights. Even their marriages are still unsanctioned and 
unprotected by any legal recognition*. Their evidence is 
still generally inadmissible. Their manumission is still 
obstructed : and, even after being made free, they are 
still liable to be reduced again to Slavery if unable to pro- 
duce proof of freedom. The master may still sell or 
transfer them at his pleasure, without any regard to family 
ties. He alone still regulates the measure of their labour, 
their food, and their punishment. He may still brand them, 
whether men or women, in any part of their bodies, with a 
heated iron ; confine them in the stocks ; load them with 
chains; strip them naked, and cartwhip them at his 
pleasure. He may still deprive them of half their night's 
rest, and leave them no alternative, with respect to the 
employment of Sunday, but that of toiling for their subsis- 
tence, or carrying their produce to market ; and he may 
still shut them out from the means of religious instruction. 
He may thus, and in a variety of other ways, make "their 
lives bitter with hard bondage." • - 

But we are told, that all this power of inflicting evil, 
which it cannot be denied is possessed by the colonial 
master, is not abused. The Slaves, we are told, are the 
happiest of beings. They are better off, in*short, than 
the English peasant. But, besides the utter absurdity of 
, supposing that power, enjoyed by such persons and under 
such circumstances as exist in colonial society, should not 
be abused (for this would > be to suppose West Indiabs to 
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be angels and not men), we have only to look to the facts 
of the case as they stand in evidence. The Committee do 
not now mean to enter into their detail, not is it necessary : 
tbey are too well known to require any renewed specifica* 
tion. To one single fact, however, they will refer; a fact 
which cannot be questioned; which is quite conclusive, and 
which therefore supersedes the necessity of -adducing any 
other of those multiplied proofs of the inhumanity of the 
system that are before the world;— they mean the extra- 
ordinary decrease of the Slave population in our colonies. 
In what way but one can it be accounted for that, while, in 
aH other situations, and in all other circumstances, the Afri- 
can face rapidly increases its numbers; in the Slave colo- 
nies of the European powers, and there alone, it should not 
increase, but on the contrary decrease ; and that in bur own 
colonies it sboulo) dcrcease in proportion to the extent of 
that species of cultivation which we stimulate by our boun- 
ties and protecting duties ? Is it possible, under these 
circumstances, that the nation can consent that these re- 
strictions should be continued ? 

But it will be said, perhaps, that, although the decrease 
of the Slave population in our colonial possessions cannot 
be dented, yet we have no reason to suppose that in a state 
of freedom the,Negroes would be better off. "They would 
neglect," we are told, '< all cultivation. They would fall into 
greater* disorders than any which now prevail among them- 
Their licentiousness would be still more unrestrained. They 
would be the victims of petty feuds and lawless anarchy : 
and they would have bitter cause to regrbt their former 
state" of bondage.' 1 'But even granting all this to be 
as true as it might be shewn to be false, yet why, at least, 
may not our Slaves in the West ladies increase as fast as 
the Slaves in the United States 1 There, the laws are in 
their letter even more harsh than in' our own islands. 
Still the system is practically so much more mild and 
humane ;-*the Slaves, in short, ate so nduch better fed, as 
weft as more leniently treated, thjat they increase at the rate 
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of two and a half per cent, per annum ; while, in oar colo- 
nies, they decrease materially. 

. If, however, we prefer to institute a comparison of the 
-progress of population among our Slaves with its progress 
among Africans, or the descendants of: Africans, in a 
state of freedom, we shall find the result equally opprobri- 
ous to the British colonial system, and, equally confirmatory 
of its extreme practical harshness. The Committee have 
already had occasion to mention tj$e rapid augmentation, by 
natural increase, of the Maroons -of Jamaica, and of the 
free Black and Coloured classes throughout the Colonies ; 
an augmentation that has been proceeding in the very 
midst of a Slave population, of their own kind and colour, 
which has, during the same time, been rapidly diminishing* 
The Committee havenow a still more conclusive instance 
to adduce: it is the case of Hayti, the population of which 
consists exclusively of Blacks, or of the descendants of 
Blacks. In Hayti, be it observed, there are neither boun- 
ties nor protecting duties ; and all its expenses, civil and 
military, are defrayed from its own resources. Yet what 
is {he history of the population of Hayti? In 1790, it was 
estimated at from 450,000 to 600,000, for the French 
part ; and at from 80,000 to 100,000 for the Spanish part: 
During the sanguinary Revolution which followed, and the 
civil wars to which that Revolution gave birth, and above 
aH during the exterminating attack made upon them by 
Bonaparte, it is supposed, on probable grounds, that the 
population must have diminished by about 200,000 indivi- 
duals. Agreeably to this estimate, the population is fttated, 
in the Appendix to MY. Bryan Edwards's History "of the 
West Indies, (a work deemed authoritative in matters 
of mere statistical information), to have beta reduced, 
in 1805, to about 400,000. If this account is at all to 
be relied upon as correct, then, during the twenty years of 
tranquillity which have since elapsed, has the population' of 
that island augmented with a rapidity to which a parallel 
is scarcely to be found in any part of the globe* A census 
of the inhabitants was taken by the Haitian Government 
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are given in detail, exhibit an aggregate population of 
985,000, being 586,000 more than it was estimated to be, 
in 1805, "by the editor of Mr. Bryan Edwards's History; or 
an increase of 183 per cent, in twenty years. The regular 
troops, kept on foot for the defence of Haytian liberty against 
French aggression, are stated to be 45,620, and the na- 
tional guards 113, 328. But whatever may have been the 
inaccuracy in the estimated population of 1805 ; suppose 
it to have been 500,000, instead of 400,000; still, the 
increase is most astonishing* and, when it is compared with 
the rapid- decrease among the Slaves in the neighbouring 
island of Jamaica, it can only be resolved into the blessing 
of Freedom on the one hand, and tM curse of Slavery 
oji the other. 

But then, in reply to all this, it is said,tbat the Negroes, 
when they become free* will not. work ; that the export* 
from the West Indies will therefore greatly diorini&h ; that 
all industry and exertion will be at an etid : ; and that, they 
will merge again into the state of savages^ : » 

But, to console tis adder this alarm, let u$ look again to 
Hayti. There the Slaves were to the full as depressed 
as our Slaves now arte, and muoh more ignorant They bane 
been engaged also in a struggle for liberty through a long 
protracted peribd of blood and desolation, of confusion and 
anarchy., ..Twenty, years, of sanguinary conflict of the 
most barbarizing description, sometimes with, foreign* 
sometimes wilh domestic enemies, were little, calculated 
to train theih to habits of industry, or to 4 the arte of peace* 
And yet what do we wihicbs in their case? They haite 
contrived, 1 in the period which has since elapsed^at leasH 
to maintain themselves without any foreign aid; Thought 
was necessary, add stilL unhappily is nfccessary, to keep a 
large portion of the ablest and most active labourers undee 
arms, (who -are of canrse sustained by the labour of the 
rest,) their oWn 'exertions have alone ministered to their 
abb«9tence r a8 well us defrayed the entire expenditureof the 
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.State. They have. not only abundantly , supplied tbejr 
wants by their own labour, but they have nearly, if not 
more than, doubled their numbers, iu .{ttreftty years. And 
while .they hare done this, they: have be?n. advancing in 
intelligence, respectability, ancf wealth. , Schools have been 
multiplied among them ; knowledge, has been, widely dif- 
fused ; the arts of civilized life, have been cultivated ; the 
reign of order and law has been. established ; security has 
been given to property ; and industry, having its reward, 
has been progressively extending, its boundaries, 

But,. in reply to this, we are gravely told that theHaytians , 
export no sugar* . This is the dark' spot in their condition, 
for which nothing can compensate in the eye of a colonial - 
partisan. They may live in comfort; they may be well 
fed and well clothed ; they may -multiply their, population^ 
they may be free, powerful, united and happy ; but all this 
affords no satisfaction since they do not cultivate sugar, 
and cultivate it in gangs, under the whip, as in the English 
islands. And, yet, that they labour sufficiently to supply 
all their reasonable wants is evident from this, that, the 
value of foreign merchandise imported into Hayti in the 
year 1822, and consumed there (the whole of which must 
have been paid for by the produce of Haytian labour) 
amounted, by the official returns of that island, to three 
millions sterling. :■'.■■. 

• The Committee, before -they quit the subject of Hayti, 
beg to adquaint the Meetings that a plan is now in progress, 
which promises to produce the happiest effects, for removing 
the Black and Coloured population of the United States 
to that island. About six. thousand individuals of this 
class, being the number to which the experiment of the 
first year was limited,. have eagerly, and without hesitation, 
embraced the liberal proposal* of the Haytian President, 
and are now settled in that free and fertile region- It is 
expected that means- will soon be adopted for receiving 
annually a much, larger number, and thus opening in Hayti 
ah asylum in which the whole Negro and Coloured popula- 
tion of the United States may at length find liberty and rest. 
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Bat ttpposing Ike worst anticipation* qf the Vf^% 
Indians to be realized, and that the exports from the West 
todies should diminish in consequent of efl&fmcipatioi|— 
What then ? WiU that lessen the comfort, or reta^ th* 
improvement or the increase of the population I The very 
reverse would be the effect ; and as for any efficiency if) 
our imports thence, it will be abundantly sMgplied fit a 
cheaper rate from other quartet. If, hp^ever, proof 
were wanting of the industry which the emancipated sop* 
of Africa may. he expected to exert, we haye onty to look 
at the state of the free Black and Coloured population m 
our own Colonies. They are there a contemned and 
degraded race, labouring nnder numerous disatplUief 
which leave them free but in name. Their efforts are crawpe4 
attd limited by oppressive regulations, and they are ex- 
cluded from all public employment either civil or military;. 
Lei their education, their intelligence, their respectability, 
their property, he what it ?aay, they are shut out from 
emerciang the most ordinary righjts of citizenship, even the 
right of sitting on jjtiwe, or of voting ft? freeholders . With 
item *he very lowest White difidai^ Ur ^ss^ciate, says Mr. 
Edwards, and " holds it an abomination even to eat bread." 
Aad yet, khouriog uod^r all th$se multfpli^ ^typitiep 
and disco4rageme*»l9, " teodiftg/ astfee &ajiie author justly 
f*aerves, ° to degrade the*n in ibeir owp .fgrps and in the 
ay»r of Hie community," " to rpate thsjn at once yr^tohef 
and uAeless," " wMhcftptt motives ftf ?n$ci$ixl energy t? 
engage thfrffc mikes in $e SQrvjge fcf they: country of ip 
.profitable labour |or &$ir opr* advantage ; th^r in^proy^ 
ment in knowledge b$wg animated by no fftfpura^mpnt) 
ihm attachment bging received withpai approbation, ajud 
ibtor diUgeate&tf^ i^ta^totan^ 

j|»g*U these disadvantage what thje Peoplf of Colouf tave 
-actually .done to surmount them* mi to raise th^ms^lvesip 
the scale of society, has been in the highest fl$gce? 
^neditahle to their character and powers, and afford* a^ost 
4socwui»giag etnfttft of what may k$ mmt*£ &«& $fiff 
under mote auspicious oiscgfitfiMices, apd when th^y shall 
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. be admitted to a full participation in the tights of British 
subjects. . . 

In the island of Trinidad, a full half of the property is 
said to belong to emancipated Africans or their descendf 
ants ; and it has never been charged upon them there, .that 
they are deficient in industry and intelligence, or that they 
&V not fulfil the part of good and loyal citizens. . "\ ■■. 
* Tu Grenada, the free Black and Coloured inhabitants ar$ 
inore than three times* as numerous as the White*. Tw 
years ago they petitioned the Assembly for an extension pjf 
their civil rights, grounding the claim on their tried loyalty, 
their patience and good conduct, their intelligence and 
respectability, the largeness of their property and of their 
contributions to the revenue of the island, as well as on their 
importance, as a militia, to its defence and security. In:the 
Resolutions adopted by the Assembly; in consequence of 
this petition, these claims to consideration are fully admit- 
ted, and the persons petitioning are declared to be." a 
respectable, well-behaved class of the community, and 
possessed of considerable property in the colony." 

In Jamaica' also, which is now said to contain 40,000 
free Black and Coloured inhabitants, a number far exceed- 
ing that of the Whites, it is only necessary to call fpr the 
tax-rolls, in order to see how largely they contribute to the 
revenue of the island, and consequently how efficiently 
^herr industry must be exerted. They all, at the least, entirely 
maintain themselves, and many of them are wealthy. And 
yet; in Jamaica, as in other colonies, tbey still labour under 
severe disqualifications, and continue to be a degrade^ 
and contemned race. Indeed, scarcely twelve years have 
passed since, in that island, a free Black or Person of 
Colourhas beep allowed to possess or to inherit more than 
2000f. currency ; or to own and navigate a vessel of hit 
own; or to appear as a witness 1 in a cause in which a White 
person was a party. '** ' ' . - r * 

There is something peculiarly unjust and cruel in the .re- 
presentations frequently 'made by the White Colonists re* 
specting the incurable indolence aad viciousness of the 
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fi*& Black and Coloured race. They first load the»>Wttk 
disabilities; they exclude them from almost every gainful 
add honourable pursuit; they sink them down into a low 
and degraded caste ; they banish them from all elevating 
associations; tbey pursue them with contempt and ignominy ; 
they deem them unworthy not merely to act as jurors, but 
till lately to give evidence in courts of justice against a 
White, a privilege still denied tbem in some colonies; 
they use their arts and their influence to seduce their wo* 
men, and to retain them in a state of lawless prostitution^ 
and, having done all this, they turn round and vilify them 
4s profligate in their conduct,. and as destitute of industry, 
energy, and talent, because, under this accumulated load 
of oppression, disqualification, and debasement, they are 
deficient in energy, and do not rise to the highest level of 
society. But do not these harsh and degrading distinctions 
speak more strongly and intelligibly than all their vitupera- 
tive statements and declarations, the real opinion which 
the dominant Whites entertain of that hated race? If 
they did not fear its rivalry, why should they evince all 
this morbid anxiety to prevent the fair and unfettered 
development of its powers and capacities of improvement? 

But the Committee will not dwell longer on these end 
various other topics which invite remark. They have said 
enough to convince the Meeting that the labours of the 
Society are far from being at an end. As yet, in truth, little 
or nothing has been done beyond enlightening, to a certain 
degree, the public mind on this subject, and awakening, they 
trust, the national conscience to a sense of the enormity of 
the evil they have associated to remove. It remains for the 
Mends of the African race to employ their best endeavours 
to induce Parliament to redeem its solemn pledge ou this 
subject, by adopting effectual measures for carrying the 
resolutions of 1833, disregarded and resisted as they have 
been by the Colonies, into early and full effect. It will 
also be an important part of their duty to obtain, if possible, 
the abolition of those fiscal regulations which protect the 
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produoeof Slave labour against the competition of Fie* 
labeuv- regulations which, io fact* render the people of 

, Great Britain the main upholders of this vicious system* 
And it will be further incumbent on them to aid every scheme* 
which may bold out a fair prospect of success, for attaining 
the same desirable end, by bringing the produce of Free 
labour into competition with that of Slave labour. They 
will be ready, the Committee doubt not* if necessary* to do 
stilj more, and even to make large pecuniary sacrifices to 
accomplish their great object. Indeed, if we look- narrowly 
into the question of compensation, we shall find it far from 
being attended with all those formidable and apparently 
insuperable difficulties with which the exaggerated claims 
of the West Indians have invested it. Mr. Barham 
however, who is not likely to undervalue those claims, and 
who, in some points of view, exceedingly overrates them* 
estimates the annual net income derived by West-India 
proprietors, from their property in the West Indies, at 
2,100,000/. If we suppose this estimate not to be ex- 

.* gpssive, and, value it at sixteen years' purchase, (which, in a 
country where interest is at six per cent., and property 
exposed to much comparative hazard, is a high valuation*) 
it would amount to 33,600,000/. At three and a half per 
cent, this sum would be completely liquidated by a perpe- 
tual annuity of 1,176,000/.; a. sum less than what the nation 
is now made to pay to the West Indians, in consequence 
of the mode of regulating the drawback on Sugar, iode* 
pendently of the protecting duties, and exclusive of all 
other charges, whether civil or military. What we now 
pay, however, we pay to uphold and aggravate Slavery* 
A less sum, if Mr. Barham be right in his estimate of the 
aunual income of the Colonies, would be sufficient to -buy 
out the whole system. And even if this were thought too 
large a step to take at once, yet, by the appropriation of 
less than a third of what we now pay, we might redeem 
from their boudage the whole of the female population* 
and thus extinguish Slavery in a single generation. 
It is impossible at present fully to develop, these views. 



The Committee have touched up» them merely to shew 
how easy it would he to get rid of this eifael and unohris* 
tjau system, by means which wotrid involve no pecuniary 
loss to the country, but rather a gain. And when we 
extend our views, and consider the benefit which must 
accrue, from the abolition of the Wegfc*Ihdian monopoly, 
to the general interests of commerce, both in England and 
in Ireland, a» well as in every other part of the British 
dominions, we must feel convinced that we should soon 
have a most ample reward for an/ seeming aacritioe we 
might make, 

In alluding to this subject, we aire tiaturaHy <led to ad* 
vert with gratitude to theindefatigabie labours and exertions 
of Mr. Cropper, of Liverpool* A valuable publication of 
his has recently appeared, whioh -clearly shews the eon* 
nexion which the abolition of the West-Indian monoply has 
with the improvement of the sister kingdom. 

The Committee regret that sa much of the present 
session should have. passed before the great question of. 
colonial slavery has been fully discussed in Parliament* 
The delay has been unavoidable. Information was called 
for, which has been produced, but not yet printed ; and 
the measures of the parliamentary friends of the cause 
have necessarily and unavoidably been influenced by that 
circumstance. As soon as the requisite information has 
been placed in their hands, no time, it is confidently hoped, 
will be lost in bringing the subject under discussion. This 
is all that the Committee ;can now with propriety say on 
that subject. 

The Committee, before they close their Report, would 
remind the Meeting, and the friends of their cause through* 
out the kingdom, of the indispensible necessity of fend* 
to the performance of the duties they have undertaken i» 
execute. The diffusion alone of information by means of 
the press, necessarily occasions a considerable expenditure- 
The press, however, let it be recollected, is the grand in* 
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jitruineat of success/ beefttise it is the only effectual mean* 
of enlightening the public mind, The Committee therefore 
womULinost: earnestly impress upon Ibfe ittinds of their 
friends; /not only in the metropolis, but throughout the 
kingdom', that pecuniary aid is essential, if they hope to 
see. their benevolent wishes carried into fair effect. They 
iron Id further press upon them the importance of their ex- 
erting*tbei*selves, each 'in his own' sphere, to engage the; 
earnest attention and the active ^operation of *all whom: 
they can influence, and to diffuse information, by* means of 
the books and tracts of the society, among evfefy class of 
the cdtiMnbuWy. On the degree in which the^Mic feel- 
ing is kept alive on this subject, depends, tfoder God, 
mainly, if not entirely , the final triumph of our efforts. By 
labouring to combine the zeal and intelligence of his vici- 
nage into associations for promoting the abolition of sla- 
very, every individual may render a most important service 
to humanity, and become a concurrent instrument in dis- 
pensing unspeakable blessings to millions yet unborn. And 
surely no man who has a spark of love to his country, and 
who believes that verily there is a God that judgeth the* 
earth, will refuse to employ bis utmost powers in forwarding 
this great work, and in contributing to raise the wretched 
Slave from bis present state of abject depression, and in** 
tellectoal and spiritual blindness, to light, liberty, and the 
hope of the Gospel. 

There remains one, and only one other topic with which' 
the Committee will at present occupy the attention of the 
Meeting. It is of course needless to inform them, that 
Mr. Wilberforce has retired from public life, — But on this 
day, selected for the promotion of objects to which his 
pdwero of mind and body have been for mabv years de^ 
v64ed; — in ihispiace, on the walls of which the music of 
his; tongue still seems to linger, they cannot restrain 
themselves from pausing, for a moment; on his name^-ari'd 
anticipating the ' decision which wilt, in future' ages, be" 
pronounced on his merits, by the historian and the phi- 
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losopher, by the civilized savage and the liberated slave. 
To that wise and sober magnanimity, which no object of 
vulgar ambition could reduce, which no defeats could dis* 
courage, which no exertions could weary ; — to that kindness 

*»of heart, and gentleness of manner, which disarmed the 
hatred even of rapacity trembling for its plunder and its 
power ; — to that eloquence so simple, so graceful, so pa- 
thetic, so often victorious in the cause of liberty and mercy, 
no praise of theirs can give additional celebrity. They 
are desirous to record, not his services, but their gratitude. 
May the blessing of God, whose debased and violated 
image be has protected and vindicated, accompany him 
to bis retreat ! May his declining years be cheered by 
the affection and respect of an admiring people ! And long, 
very long, before that melancholy day when his. country 
shall appoint his place among the tombs of her departed 
statesmen and heroes, and when he himself shall be put 
in possession of his eternal reward* may lie have witnessed 
the final triumph of the good cause to which his life was 

* consecrated! 



N. B. The substance of the Speeches delivered at the General 
Meeting, together with an Appendix, containing Documents, 
Notes, and Illustrations, will be added to the above Report, 
with as little delay as possible. 
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THE Report having been read, 

Lord Calthorpe moved its adoption* He was aware that 
many imputations had been thrown out against them of in- 
dulging in exaggerated statements, and putting forth rather the 
suggestions of a heated imagination than the naked details of* 
authenticated fact. For this reason, he felt great pleasure 
in recommending for their adoption the Report just laid before 
them, for it was not open to this cavil ; it was made up of 
the statements, the admissions, the confessions of the very 
individuals themselves, who were engaged in administering the' 
dreadful system of Negro Slavery — a system so little like what 
they were accustomed to in this part of the world—so oppo- 
sed to, all their previous conceptions, that unreflecting people 
at once rejected the too -faithful accounts of it, as altogether 1 
unworthy of credit, as having no existence but in the heated' 
fancy of the enthusiast, or the sinister designs of the knave. ' 
It was perfectly natural, but at the same time most false, to 
suppose that, because these details excited horror and disgust,- 
therefore they had no foundation in truth. By some, who ad- • 
mitted their existence, they were noticed not so much as ! 
frightful calamities admitting of a remedy^ but as necessary- 
evils, which were to be submitted to and borne. The Report- 
had detailed much that was highly interesting; and not the 5 
least important portion of it was that which referred to the 

H 
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views entertained in the colonies respecting 1 the measures of 
Government on the subject of Slavery. In a fierce and un- 
compromising spirit the planters had censured and denounced 
those measures, though they had certainly proceeded in the 
mildest spirit of innovation. He conceived that the confessions 
of the West Indians contained in the Report were of much 
more value than any thing that could be urged by the 
warmest advocates of emancipation ; and if any part of their 
language was more particularly deserving of attention than 
another, it was thatin which they spoke of the use of the whip, 
as a suitable means of stimulating human beings to indus- 
trious exertion, as an instrument proper and necessary to be used 
in procuring human labour. The whip was spoken of by them 
as a thing quite essential to the existence of the Colonies, just 
in the. same way as we speak of -a free press, or the trial by 
jury, as institutions essential to the existence of a free Govern- 
ment. But, however frightful the application of such an instru- 
ment of torture might be in reference to the Slaves themselves, , 
it was not in that light perhaps that it was to be viewed as most 
.hateful and debasing. It was not merely the agony and de- 
gradation which the Negro himself suffered ; but it was the 
corrupting and brutalising effect produced on the master also. 
One motive for doing away with this' hateful system, was to 
be found in the immense, sum paid by this country for its 
support and protection. If the Bame amount were applied 
to * the alleviation and extinction of the evil, and to the 
encouragement of industry by other and better means, 
it would foe productive of a double benefit. It was 
ope of the singular effects of this -wretched system 
to pervert even the best institutions into materials * of 
evil;*— and even those, British constitutional principles which 
formed our proudest, boast, when transported to the West 
Indie*, were there pleaded for the perpetuation of Slavery. 
When transported to those unhappy islands, they became the , 
weapons of despotism, aud the instruments of heartless cruelty ; 
and were made the '» pretence, by their mock legislatures, for 
throwing back with contempt and outrage on the mother 
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country, the best, the wisest, and the mildest measures which 
our Government at home could devise for the mitigation of 
Slavery. It was manifest therefore that the interference of 
Parliament was indispensable to the attainment of our object. 
It was a most just observation, and one in which he entirely 
concurred, that the people of England were the real supporters 
of the Slave system,— and 'this not merely because they paid 
for its support, but because it was in their power to put an 
end to it. No one acquainted with the vast results which 
public opinion could produce in this country, could doubt 
that if the people of England did but will it to be so, Slavery x 
would cease. When we reflected upon the vast influence which 
these called the middle class exercised in this country, it was not 
possible to hesitate in believing, that if they were once to say 
this must not be, there would be an end to Slavery : it woukj 
fee, in vain for parliamentary interest or political connexion 
to attempt to uphold it for another year.— He cordially con- 
curred with that part of the Report which gave utterance to 
the feelings of the Society on the occasion of the retirement 
from public life of one of its brightest ornaments, Mr. Wilber- 
force* If any man had reason to be cheered and consoled in 
the evening of his days, it was Mr. Wilberforce— *an evening of 
hiote brightness than generally belongs to the morning or the 
meridian of other men's lives. It was with feelings of the 
deepest regret that the British Nation would witness the close 
of his great public career, to which he had devoted forty-five 
years of his life — of that invaluable life, the care of which how 
' compelled ' him to relinquish those public exertions by which 
lie had always supported, and so successfully supported, the 
cause of humanity and justice. Though not with them per- 
sonally, it was. not too great a stretch of imagination to say, that 
ne was there to be seen in his works : he was then visible to them 
in the fruits of bis mind. One additional motive for the una- 
bated continuance of their labours was, that Mr. Wilberforce 
still survived to be the witness of their success— still lived, and 
he hoped would continue to live, until the great object of his 
life had been attained— until the mighty work at which he had 



to powerfully toiled, should be crowned with success. They 
owed it to him to strain every perve, that within tfye period be 
bad yet to live he might witness the total abolition of that odious 
system which, through evil and good report, he had never ceased 
to assail ; thus adding, a still brighter ray of enjoyment to the 
evening of his days. It, behoved them; then, according to the 
best of their ability, to use. their utmost endeavours to free their 
native land from the opprobrious imputation of being the 
abettor of Slavery;, and they must agree with him, that the 
grand means of accomplishing that object were to be. .found in 
the course which that eminent man bad pursued* He could not 
ltave accomplished his great work of abolishing the slave trade 
Jiad he not been backed by tjie people of England. He trusted 
the meeting would remeinber that fact, and would in consequence 
spare no exertion to carry with them the weight and influence 
of public opinion. . To effect this, nothing remained to be done 
but to bring the, light of English reason, to bear on the subject* 

Lord Milton expressed his warm admiration of the objects 
of this Society, and of the Report which had been read. If the 
great leaders in the cause of abolition thought they had obtained 
their object merely by abolishing, the Slave Trade, without the 
abolition of Slavery itself, they Uttle calculated upon the reef. 
duty - which they pwe,d both to society and to their Creator. I« 
glancing at the great efforts which had been made to enlighten 
the public mind upon the horrors , of the slave system, next, to 
Mr. Wilberforce, he could not overlook the powerful labours of 
Mr. Stephen (the Master in Chanqery), who sat near; hjtn, and 
who had, by bis writings, exposed, in its naked deformity, all 
its odious evils. Indeed, the West-Indian mind deluded itself 
upon this question ; and he believed that many very well-mean- 
ing proprietors of West-India property, who resided away 
from their estates, were the unconscious instruments, of dissemi- 
nating false intelligence as to the< real state of things upoa their 
plantations. He, however, knew, many of tbese^gentfemen wfo? 
were themselves the advocates of free labour, in preference to, 
slave cultivation,. Even for the sake of their own iuter^sfs, tyey 
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the good policy and sagacity of their view* The noMe Lard 
eloquently argued upoo the degrading effects of slavery, and 
the appalling influence which H exercised upon the human mkwh 
so that at one time ingeniaus writers had declared thaft the Blacks 
were naturally an inferior order of beings to the Whites, and were 
not entitled, therefore, to be treated with the same humanity— a 
notion now happily exploded* Forihe sake of humanity and 
justice, for the sake of the character of the country, for the sake 
of the West Indies themselves, he trusted that an end would. 
sooji be put, and fop ever, to so odious and unwise a ^system* 

On rising to more the thanks -qf the Society to Mr. Wilber* 

force* Mr. W. Smith said, that he felt the difficulty of die* 

charging the duty devolved upon him in a manner adequate to 

the interesting nature of the subject, andwaa theiefore happy 

that the Report whiqh. they l*ad just heard, and Ah* speeches of 

the two noble lords who had preceded bioa, might be conoid 

dered as supplying, by anticipation, any deficiencies or oVaie* 

sions of which be might be guilty. Though, in common with 

* all present, he lamented as a public misfortune that retirement 

of his revered friend -from public life» (which, as a just precau* 

tion, might be sty Jed necessary,) he yet couM not but feel a 

g atisfaction in the opportunity afforded him of expressing his 

own feelings respecting the character- and ejections of an indi» 

vidua! whom be had sp long and s$ highly honoured and esteem*- 

e*}. For one, however, who recollected the commencement, and 

had marked the progress of this labour of justice add charity, 

it was almost: impossible, and wouljd be highly unjust, .to omit 

the mention of those ardent and disinterested friends of man-> 

kind who at different periods had given it thek ;zeaJoti» support! 

.—of Granville Sharp, the precursor, ratber.tbea the leader ofshe 

band, ^hq, liberal ajfteof e^peqse.-a^l 4*f toil, had 6rst este* 

fished the claim of Africans to liberty 00 Jfcitisj* soil, in. she 

case of the Negro Somerset— of Thomas Clackeei* who, follow* 

ing his steps, bad first called 1a this sabject, the attention of. thai 

u#iyersity,wbi(ch, he adorned, f*nd bad sinU demoted hansel^ 
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body aariseul, to the promotion of the cause ;— of Mr. Pitt, 
who in its early stages had yielded, it the most cordial and 
valuable assistance ;~ of Fox, whose Resistless eloquence had 
never folmined over the land with more force and effect than 
when pouted forth in the defence of this sacred cause ; — and of 
multitudes of other names, including almost all remarkable for 
talent and eloquence which, for the last forty years, the country 1 
could boast; and amongst whom he rejoiced to see enrolled 
that of the noble lord who had just sat « down ; one who, to 
4. thousand other claims on thfeir attention, added that of having 
succeeded in the representation of the great county of York to 
Mr. Wilberforce himself, and to that eminent and disinterested pa* 
triot, Sir George Seville, one of the earliest of the Abolitionists, — 
an anecdote respecting Whom hefeoollected, so much to the pre- 
sentpoint that he would Venture to relate it Being invited to visit 
a slave ship which was on the point of sailing from Liverpool 
for Africa, while the merchant was excitingly displaying the 
various contrivances of the ship, and the uses to which they 
were adapted, Sir George appeared so much affected that his 
companion inquired if he was ill. " No," he said, " I am not ifl; : 
but while* you are contemplating unmoved the profits of this 
voyage, I am wishing the ship may never reach its destination." 
But whatever may have been the exertions of the orators and 
statesmen alluded to, between them and their distinguished 
leader there existed a difference of the most important nature* 
Their services, however brilliant, however valuable, have been; 
comparatively, occasional and transitory ; often, indeed* splen- 
did^ and contributing in a high degree to the success already 
attained, but still inferior in effect and utility to the labours of 
their chief, which, equally brilliant with those of his most power- 
ful coadjutors, possessed the vast superiority of .having been 
constant and uninterrottted. His influence, and his alone, may 
be said to resemble the universal influence of the sun, enlight- 
ening, connecting,. and. invigorating the whole system. For 
such services no acknowledgments could be too grateful, no' 
eulogktm over-strained. . He knew how imperfectly be had ex- ' 
pleased them j but he had- also the satisfaction of knowing, that,' 
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However feebly be might touch the striog* there was in every 
heart present a responsive chord which would not only catch 
J>ul awell the note* 

4 Mr* F. Buxton said, that his Hon. Friend had gone through 
the lisi of their ablest advocates, save one, which one was him- 
self ; for often hail he heard Mr. Wilberforce declare, that 
during forty years of hard and laborious counsel and action, he 
bad always found Mr. Smith by. his side, his able, cordial, and 
unflinching supporter, the Hon. Gentleman then eulogized 
the powerful services of Mr. Wilberforce in labouring to rescue 
the honour and reputation of his native country from the guilt 
and odium of the Slave Trade, and took a retrospect of the 
public services of that distinguished individual, whose private 
as well as public principles and conduct were, he observed, so 
well calculated to shed a lustre upon any man's fame. Engaged 
as be had been in many public conflicts,, it was the singular 
happiness of < that individual never* to have made -one personal 
enemy, while he had always enjoyed a large and devoted circle 
of affectionate friends. — At this advanced period of their labours 
in the cause of African freedom they could hardly estimate the 
obstacles which Mr. Wilberforce had, in his early efforts, to en- 
counter not only from parliamentary and commercial influence 
but from popular clamour. But what a contrast was the pre- 
sent with the past state of the question ! There could not now be 
found one man in the community to avow himself a friend of 
the Slave Trade. The best results must follow a zealous prose- 
cution of those labours which had already been the means of 
accomplishing so much good. 

r Mr. W. Wilberforce, in rising to request the indulgence 
of his Royal Highness and the Meeting for a very few mo- 
' ments, could not but say, that he felt more than the ordinary 
degree of difficulty experienced by all who were, for the 
first time, placed in the situation in which be then stood, 
from the peculiar nature of those very circumstances which,, 
at the same time, imperatively demanded his appearance. 
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To thank hit Royal Highness and the Meeting for (be kind 
expression* of their feelings towards one so dear to bknself* 
would be comparatively an easy task; but bete it happened, 
• as naturally must be the case, from the nearness of the rela- 
tionship that those services which their partiality had that 
day so highly characterised, were in his view magnified to a 
still greater degree, and those ardent expressions of mingled* 
admiration and regret, in which they recorded their sense ol 
his father's labours, and had, as it were, embalmed his memory* 
"all fell far short of the stronger feelings of filial affection.— i 
It was the strength of these feelings which indeed rendered 
him almost incapable of addressing the Meeting. Doubtless 
it must excite in him, whose absence they that day so kindly 
regretted; some feelings of disappointment to know that the 
last battle was not yet fought, the last victory not yet achieved; 
but it would-be no little consolation to him, during the hours 
of retirement, to reflect, that those old and valued friends by 
whose side he had fought for above forty years, while they 
lamented his absence,, still themselves remained, strengthened* 
and supported by an embattled phalanx of more recently ac* 
quired allies, to fight the battle, and. to share the triumph.*-— 
Perhaps he might be thought too sanguine, when he declared his 
, firm conviction, that the hour of that triumph was not very far 
distant ; but he drew a favourable augury from the evils of that 
system which they were' united to oppose. Well might he de- 
scribe them in the words of an eminent writer of the present 
day : " Combine the frequent and familiar perpetration of atro- 
cious deeds, with the dearth of generous and of great actions, 
and you have the exact picture of that state of society which 
completes the degradation of the species. — The frightful con- 
trast of dwarfish virtues, and gigantic vices,, where every thing 
good is mean and little, and every thing evil is rank and) 
luxuriant. — A dead and sickening uniformity prevails, broken; 
dnly.at intervals by volcanic eruptions of anarchy and crime." 
Such was the state of society which they were leagued to. 
overturn ; such the system which they were sworn to destroy ; 
and its very nature, degrading, and demoralizing everything 
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within the sphere of its influence, was of itself a pledge, that 
every thing that was great and good, virtuous and noble, would 
ere long be. found rangeft beneath the banners of its enemies. 
Already they had bis Royal Highness leading in the front of 
their battle; and while his presence . served to recal to their 
grateful recollections bow every good and benevolent object, 
Ijad uniformly met with support and encouragement from that 
family of which his Royal Highness was a member, it suggest- 
ed more particularly to bis mind, with what peculiar propriety 
bis Royal Highness had assumed the presidency of that Society ; 
a Society, whose only aim was to spread more widely the bene- 
fits of rational liberty,, and of a well ordered Government; 
benefits, which spring from the very, same principles that placed 
the House of Brunswick on the throne of these realms, and to 
which they, each of them individually, owed that personal 
safety and security which were the pride and boast of every 
Briton, and the envy of the world. 

Mr.BROt^GHAM, inrising to propose a resolution, said, it gave 
him great satisfaction to have an opportunity of addressing his 
brethren of this Society upon the present occasion, because be 
was formerly unable to meet them as he intended, and because 
he had the gratification, in meeting them now, of congratulating 
tbem upon the prosperous aspect of that question in whicb they 
were all so deeply interested. For although it was true, as an 
Hon. gentleman hail observed, that nothing, absolutely nothifig, 
bad been done on either side the Atlantic to retrieve the pledges 
which had been given last year — although the only occurrence 
whicb could excite our attention had been the lamented retire- 
ment of that distinguished individual whose name would be men- 
tioned with veneration • as long as charity, justice, piety, and 
humanity were counted virtues in man, yet he could not but feei 
confident of ultimate and not long deferred success, and thajt 
from one single statement ; namely, that nothing had been^lone. 
They had been told, not for the first or second, but for the 
hundredth time, when they last pressed forward to lay the axe to 
the root of that poisonous tree under whose shade their fellow- 

i 
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men had so long withered and perished, that theirs was not the 
task to meddle with the trunk— that theirs was not the task to 
even prune the branches — that the evil must be gradually en- 
countered in the West Indies, and that the time for withholding 
nourishment from its culture, for ceasing to water its roots, or for 
pruning its luxuriance, could only be judged of by those on the 
spot, who knew the soil and the climate in which it was col tit- 
rated, and all the peculiarities of this delicate case. They had. 
been assured, that by various means, slow, gradual, and almost 
imperceptible, their object would be accomplished, without that 
interference which could only mean hostility and destruction*: 
if the West Indians Were but let alone, they would do the thing 
effectually themselves. " Now," he proceeded, " we did not 
believe them, and we told them so. And wh^t did they say to 
that? Why, only that we were vituperative, uncharitable, inhuman 
to the West-India planters ; that we were always as much the 
perverse, blind, prejudiced enemies of the Whites as we were the 
perverse, blind, and prejudiced advocates of the' Blacks; and 
that if we only waited a very little time, a month, or at most 
two or three, we should see the whole of our wishes speedily 
and surely effected by the West-India Legislatures. What has 
been the result? Unbelieving, we had waited, and what have 
they done? Why, I say again, absolutely nothing. And here 
I beg to state, that I mean to follow up what has taken place by 
a parliamentary notice on the subject which shall compel them 
either to abide by - their pledge, or to take the consequences 
which must surely and inevitably follow its forfeiture. They 
have now had not one, or two, but twelve months, and during 
that revolution of the snn they have done nothing. I almost 
retract my assertion, when I say they have done nothing ; for 
they have done much for us, though nothing for themselves.-*- 
We have redeemed our pledges— they have forfeited theirs. I 
feel deeply impressed with gratitude to the West-India planters, 
more than I ever expeeted to feel, for their advancement of this 
cause, by their fulfilling all I have ever ventured to predict of them. 
I know indeed many West-India proprietors, who I am persuad- 
ed do all that those can do, by directions of lenity, and charity; 
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and humanity, who are absent owners, who are living nearly 4000 
miles from the unhappy objects of their compassion, and who, 
from necessity, leave over them delegates, invested with a 
power so absolute, that it might be almost called impiety to God, 
to grant it over any of our fellow-creatures. To some resident 
proprietors too, I might express my obligation for their desire to 
meliorate the condition of their unhappy slaves-— which, as long 
as slavery exists, must prove very unavailing ; but I never 
expected to live to feel such a weight of obligation as I now feel 
to the whole of the West-Indian authorities, and to them I 
now beg leave to express my most unbounded gratitude. What 
has, Trinidad done? Why much. It has resisted from the 
instant it was promulgated that Order in Council which was 
framed in consequence of our efforts, and to which the faith of 
the West-India body at home was pledged* It resisted that 
Order to the very latest moment, and only yielded at last in 
obedience to the strong arm of authority. But in that simple 
resistance the planters of Trinidad have done more •*©■ advance 
our cause than we had done m a quarter of a century. 
They have favoured us at last with a frank and undisguised 
avowal of the real nature of their system, and in doing so have 
entitled themselves to a gratitude hardly to be exceeded by that 
which we owe to the exertions of my able and philanthropic 
friend, Mr. Stephen. They now admit, I say, nay, they loudly 
maintain that which my Hon. Friend had long asserted, and which 
many of them had affected to deny, that the cart-whip is the 
real, the efficient stimulus to West-India labour, the essential 
and indispensable adjunct of the whole: system. The planters 
of Trinidad, I repeat, have declared, that to interfere with the 
discipline of the cart- whip is to cut off at once that which every 
one there knows to be the very essence of West-India Slavery. 
In Barbadoes, you know, they demolished a meeting-house* 
because it had been devote^ to the instruction of the unhappy 
objects of your solicitude ; and they drove the*Missionary, 
Mr. Shrewsbury, with ignominy from the island, almost rivalling 
in cruelty the treatment of the persecuted and hapless Smith ; 
and when a successor was appointed to succeed Mr. Shrewsbury, 
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they actually warned him off the island, and would not suffer 
him to land. This too in Barbadoes, the oldest of our colonies, 
the boast, the little England of the West Indies. Does not 
this plainly shew that they are determined to support the 
tyranny and cruelty practised over the bodies of their Slaves, 
by perpetuating as far as they can the brutality and ignorance 
of their minds ? Then as to Jamaica—the largest of the Slave 
islands— the most enlightened in its legislation — the place to 
which we have been always called upon to bend our hopes — 
Why the legislation of Jamaica stands foremost in the non- 
performance of its promises — in the violation of its engage- 
ments! A Bill, it is true, was brought into the Jamaica 
Assembly, in its last session, to make slave testimony admissible 
in a court of justice — but only in certain specified cases. This 
Bill, you will suppose, was passed unanimously : no such thing 1 . 
It was rejected by a majority of thirty-four to one ; and that 
one the author of the Bill. . The question is now, therefore, I 
conceive, whether we are to go on and allow ourselves to be 
deceived by promises never intended to be performed ? Whe- 
ther we will continue to subject ourselves to the ridicule of the 
West-Indian planters, to the contempt of those for whom we are 
in feet labouring, by continuing to withhold that effective inter- 
ference without which we may goon for centuries? Or whether, 
avoiding their example of delays and manoeuvring, we will be 
at once resolute and determined in redeeming those pledges 
we have solemnly given to the world. I have stated thus much, 
in order to justify that which I consider it my imperative duty 
to propose; namely, that we should tell the West-India pro- 
prietors, * If you continue to pursue your present course, 
and aUow more time to pass without adopting those measures 
which have been pressed upon you, the very first week of 
the ensuing session of Parliament shall see a Bill brought 
in to do that for you which you refuse to do yourselves ; 
and to set this question at rest for ever, not only for 
the benefit of the Negro Slave, but for the ultimate 
advantage of the short-sighted master/ And I beg to say, 
that whether I am called upon to present that Bill to the notice 
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of the House, or whether 1 am to preserve the more appropriate 
situation of seconding the more powerful and effective labours 
of others, 1 shall be actuated then as 1 am now, and always 
have been, by no feeling of exasperation or ill will towards 
the West-India, proprietor. I believe that the same interests 
would probably be defended in the same manner by any body 
of men who had become, unhappily for themselves, so pow- 
erful. But I am quite certain that no body of men, either in a 
government or under a government, should be entrusted with 
an absolute uncontrolled dominion over their fellow-creatures ; 
and that in every instance, whether such a power is wielded by 
a king, a council, a committee, a president, a commander, or 
a manager, such a power is wholly incompatible with the con- 
stitution of man ; and whatever repugnance individuals may feel 
to a cruel use of it, I do not consider human nature as fit to 
be trusted when exposed to the temptation of such a condition." 

Mr. Denman congratulated the Meeting upon the support ' 
which their cause would receive from his eloquent friend, in 
that place where alpne the oppressed could look for relief, and 
in which his Honourable and Learned Friend had pledged himself 
to advocate it. Other avocations had prevented him from con- 
sidering as minutely as he ought to have done, the question of 
West-India Slavery ; but he was convinced, that through Par- 
liament alone could they hope to obtain the great good which 
they contemplated. They ought not to despair, nor cease their 
. endeavours, because little had been' done. No individual on 
earth had contended against greater difficulties than Mr. Wii- 
berforce — no one had endured more obloquy: but who was it 
who would not now take more than all that obloquy, to share 
the glory of his triumph ? 'The Honourable and Learned Gen* 
tleman strongly impressed upon the Meeting the necessity of 
a clear and distinct enunciation of public opinion; as without 
that, no administration would be found' strong enough to carry 
their wishes into full effeet. He concluded by alluding to the 
presence in the room of Mr. O'Connell, and to the powerful 
influence he possessed over the people of Ireland, and the 



assurance he felt of that gentleman's zeal to promote their 
objects. 

Mr. W. WHitmore said, he was fully persuaded they would 
find, the more the matter was examined, that the slavery of our 
colonies depended upon the restrictions which were placed 
upon the importation of any sugars but those which were the 
growth of our West-India islands. The removal of these re- 
strictions would be the most effectual method of putting an end 
to that horrid system. One or two statements were so obvious, 
in support of that assertion, that he could not help noticing 
them. The use of slaves prevented the introduction of ma- 
chinery, and all those means by which free labour assisted its 
efforts and thus abridged labour and cheapened production. 
It had been held, indeed, by Montesquieu, and other writers of 
eminence, that in no one instance had slavery and the use of 
mechanical inventions existed together. He would likewise 
appeal to the fact, that in all cases where free labour had been 
allowed to come into fair competition with slavery, it had been 
'found impossible for the latter to maintain the competition for 
a moment : free labour had in every case triumphed. If, then, 
the mass of free labour in the East was allowed to come into 
competition with the slavery of the West, there .could .be no 
doubt of the result. The Honourable Gentleman then alluded 
to the meeting of a former .year in that room, to raise a trophy 
to the memory of Wait, when men of all parties and of the 
highest rank vied in their efforts to honour his memory ; and he 
drew some forcible arguments from the contemplation of his 
powers and achievements, and those of Arkwright, in favour of 
the free development of the human mind, opposed to the crouch- 
ing indolence and brutish ignorance and apathy engendered by 
slavery. These were men who had risen from the rank of 
labourers to the proud distinction they had at last obtained of 
being ranked among the best benefactors of their country and 
mankind. Slavery put an extinguisher on inventive genius 
and meptal effort, and on every hope of elevation from such a 
cause. He implored the Meeting to join heart and hand in 
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their effort* to iwiotfe those' resections, which were the main 
supports of slavery, and concluded by moving a resolution to 
that effect. ' ' 

Mr. SrKBS, M. P., fully <coue*irrbd in all that had been said 
by his Honourable Friend who preceded him upon the sub- 
ject of the sugar duties and restrictions and the encouragement 
they, afforded to Slavery, The best way to attack that system 
was undoubtedly by the abolition of all such regulations; for 
if they would but call ' to their recollection the amount of 
the bounties alonje, tj&d0,OO(j£., they must be sensible, that 
if these were taken offy the whole machinery of slavery must be 
affected by the change. It ought to be fully understood, that 
we ourselves are in effect the upholders of slavery. The ladies 
who now heard him would hardly believe him when he told 
them, that for every cup of tea they sweetened, they had to pay 
a premium on Slavery. He concluded with eugolising the 
efforts of the Quakers in this cause, and paid a merited com- 
pliment to the philanthropic labours and enlightened zeal of 
that indefatigable friend of mankind Mr. Cropper of Liverpool, 

Mr. Rutt brought forward a motion for a non-consumption 
agreement with respect to slaves-grown sugar ;.but, after a brief 
conversation, it was withdrawn. 

Dr. Lushington thought it a great advantage, that the 
quicksightedness of Mr. Denman had procured' them the 
support of an advocate, whose influence he hoped to see ex- 
ertc^ in Ireland, on behalf of the suffering objects of thefr 
compassion ; /or, without the universal Cry of the whole empire 
urging Parliament to some decisive act, even the powers of Mr. 
Brougham would fail to procure a mitigation of the horrors 
of West-India Slavery. They were not perhaps aware, that 
th*re were no less than fifty-six Members of the House of Com- 
mons, deeply and personally interested in the continuance of 
colonial slavery ; not aB speaking in its favour, but all acting 
Aftd voting iu a compact body to defeat the endeavour which 



64 

had been made to remove that foul stain upon the. English 
.name ; whilst Mr. Canning, on whose exertions, in the cause 
of humanity, the friends of the Negro population must obiefly 
rely ; who, of the present . administration in the House of 
Commons had manifested . the deepest interest in the cause, 
.was liable to be influenced by some of his most intimate 
personal friends interested in the preservation of West-India 
, Slavery. He would repeat, therefore, that without the voice of 
the people from one end of the three kingdoms to the other, 
they must not hope to succeed. Dr. Lushington here paid 
some compliments to. the candour and liberality of many of the 
West-Indian proprietors residing in this country ; but that 
Meeting, he said, little knew of the hatred and detestation 
.excited in the minds of the Colonists against those even among 
themselves who laboured with cordiality and effect to ame- 
liorate the condition of the Slaves. A Member of the House 
of Commons, to him unknown save by character, having oc- 
casion to visit his West-India property, took with him a sister 
to Jamaica, and upon his arrival there endeavoured, in concert 
with her, as was natural for a feeling and philanthropic mind, 
to effect some alterations in the state of his Slaves, and to 
instil into tbem some rudiments of religious knowledge. But r 
would the Meeting believe it ? the gentleman and his sister 
were assailed with the most violent abuse on account of these 
exertions, and actually libelled in the newspapers, in terms too 
gross for him to read to that assembly ; but if God gave him 
the opportunity, he would read them in his place elsewhere, 
whenever this question came to be agitated. To what a state of 
moral degradation must the feelings of the White population in 
Jamaica have been debased, when the editor of a newspaper 
dares to publish, or readers be found to endure, a foul libel 
on one of the Colonists themselves, for no other reason than 
that he was alive to the voice of duty and humanity, and anxious 
to improve the lot of those miserable beings, over whom the 
law had given him almost absolute power. From this single 
instance may be well learned what is the general disposition and 
feeling of those actually resident in Jamaica, and- how hopeless 
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it is to expect co-operation in mitigating the evils of Slavery 
from men who can mock, or patiently listen to the mockery of 
all humane attempts for the benefit of that oppressed class. 
The Learned Gentleman then proceeded to make some strong, 
observations upon the conduct of the Bishop of Jamaica, who 
had, as one of his first acts, appointed the Reverend Mr. Bridges 
to be his chaplain, — the author of " a Voice from Jamaica"— 
the gross libeller of Mr. Wilberforce — the thorough-going ad- 
vocate of the West-Indian system, and the avowed enemy of the 
Abolitionists. Whether the Bishop had been weak enough to 
fdlow that person to be thrust upon him, or partial enough to 
adopt him from choice, he, for one, begged to enter his protest 
against all communication coming in future from that-quar-* 
ter, with reference to the state of the Negro population. 
They who could take any objection to Mr. Brougham's 
proposal of doing the work themselves little knew what that 
state was, or the horrors which" it involved. In no point of 
view did it strike his mind with more indignation and disgust 
than in its influence on domestic happiness, the dearest ties of 
which f were torn asunder by this accursed system. He had' 
lately seen a parallel in the Jamaica papers, in which an English 
peasant was compared, through all the ramifications of his 
condition, with a West-India Negro, and the balance in every 
respect, of food, clothing, lodging, liberty, and labour, drawn: 
largely in favour of the Slave: but he would, read them an 
extract from one of these same papers, and: then ask, if in 
this country, there ever had been any thing approaohing to it in 
cold-blooded heartlessness. " Run away, a female Slays 
named Mary Smith, from the estate of j\£iss *— 7 ;" and then, 
after offering a reward for her apprehension, it goes on to say —- 
'< ft is strongly suspected that the said Slave is harboured by 
he* husband, William Smith:"' If a wife were here to fly to 
her busband's protection, the laws of God and man. would 
justify him in protecting her — aye, and give him here the power 
to do it ; but there, in that favoured country, which boasts of 
the condition of its -population, to obey God is to violate the 
law of the land, and to protect the wife of his affection is to 

K 
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subject himself to stripes and punishment* The Honourable 
and Learned Gentleman, after some other observations, in 
which he ridiculed and exposed, io very forcible and eloquent 
language, the assertion that the Slavery existing in our colonies 
wa« not prohibited by the whole spirit and tenor of holy writ* 
concluded with recommending the formation of Association* 
throughout the kingdom, to excite and keep alive the interest 
necessary Cor an unanimous effort to abolish Negro Slavery. 

Mr. O'CoNKKLJbhad no idea of being able, by any effort of 
his, to advance the cause in which this Society was engaged. 
But he did hate despotism so muchr-he did detest slavery so 
cordially*— he did abhor cruelty so strongly— that he could not 
refrain from raising bis voice in the cause of liberty, and joining 
bin exertions to the labour of those who would strike off from 
the slave his chains, and from the Briton his reproach* The 
eloquent discourse of the last speaker had loosed a chord in 
every bosom which beat responsive to the calls of humanity, 
and melted every heart which sympathized with the injured and 
oppressed. Like that mighty master of the human mind (Sterne)* 
who, when he wished to set before bis readers the blessings of 
liberty, did not indulge in empty declamation, or frigid discos* 
sion, hut took the captive in his cell, and placed him before 
them emnktag his chains— solitary —brokenr hear ted —dying — 
with the iron entering into hia soul, and the torpor of despair 
spreading owet hk body ; so the Learned and Hon. GeuU did 
not speak of Slavery in its impolicy, or its impiety* orits cruelty ; ' 
hut he took the wife, torn from the arms of her protesting hus- 
band, and pietured to you the mother subjected to strip** and 
the mther to chains, for their adherence to those laws which 
God and nature had declared inviolable. Who could doubt that 
the people of thin land would lend their support to put down a 
system m atrocious I Who could doubt of the effect which the 
example of England must have on the world in general? U 
had had that influence universally, and every page elite history 
confirmed it* Who could imagine that there would be, at the 
present moment, one spark oi liberty en continental Europe, 



from tbe frosen regions of Russia to the rock of Gibraltar, if, 
when feudal power was merging into despotism, England fad 
wot straggled for and gained her free Constitution, feeing to aft 
the earth her glorious example, and shewing how easy it was for 
a nation to be free if she willed freedom ? * What was it hot her 
example that fad placed France under a new constitatibn? 
What Was it which revoJationiEed Spain awd Portugal? And 
though fortune might for a time frown updn their efforts, yet 
many a gallant heart now flowed with the hope that they might 
yet ho able:** follow that, example, and tatumptt at feat ovefr 
their oppressors. Nor was the example set by this country 
eoofeed to Europe. That' example bad passed the Atlantic, 
and expanded itself over Ametioa; for even among the 
echoes of the Andes Use voice of Slavery was now heatd 
no mom. And bene to instance Bolivar— -the immortal Rati*- 
vsw^tbat -ysastnoos heoro, waiting in himself every thing 
faagaaanaotis in aacieet times, or heroic ia modern 5— wbet'vVas 
the first act of his <newly>a<Hpired power? The liberation of 
his own Negroes. What was his first address to the assem- 
bled Senators of his Govenment ? ■•• I beg as fervently of my 
oouatry as 1 would lor the lives of my children, that you wffl 
never eonsen t that clime, or colour, ororeed should make arty dis* 
thasltan in your republic." Aad what had been tbe fate of audi 
exalted virtue? Why, while usee joined wt the universal eefad 
of praise* Providence 'had <smiled'npon bis exertions, and victory, 
wherever lie wen*, fad followed his standard? and every triumjA 
fa obtained Wfarnot the triumph of the man, bat of hberty— not 
she triumph of his country ,* bat erf the human race. Bat -the 
example mast go farther even than America* Who eould be a* 
absurd us to theoh, that, when the Negro eaw warriors aad 
statesmen of his own race, beivould not snake* desperate ex> 
bftion for freedom I CooM any maaY say, that, whoa that time 
came in (which we should see thepeet and Ufa faro of the uajfete 
east and colour, slavery could .exist a moment longer? It was 
utterly isxpeaajble, and, instead of being nailed cruel to the 
anaateia, sitohaiige the less to fa valued as it came from 
polluted lips, We aheadd excite gratitude and praise fet bur 
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attention to their interests, when we besought them to grant 
that gradual emancipation which would secure to them the per- 
manent enjoyment of their present property. — But to come to 
America, the boasted land of freedom, but . among whose 
freeborn sons (free born white sons. he ought to say) Slavery 
still existed. And this Slavery which they not only tolerated, but 
encouraged, was justified and defended, as a legacy left them by 
us» It wa* but too true. But might we hot say to them — " You 
shook off the allegiance you owed us, because you thought we 
were oppressing .you with the Stamp Act. You boasted of . 
your deliverance from Slavery ; you relieved yourselves from 
vour bondage. On what grounds do' you still exercise a despotic 
power over your fellow-men, and make Slavery even move, 
bitter, by ringing, in, the ears of the sufferers from your tyranny > 
what you have gained*— what you have done-^what you have 
sjifihred for freedom ?". The Americans, it was true, might reta- 
liate upon us— they might reply by allusions to the slaveries we 
Jbad: created or encouraged ; but what would be said of that indi- 
vidual who should; justify the crime of sheepstealing by al* 
kging that another had stolen sheep too ? Would such a defence < 
toe J is ten ed to ? . Might we not then say to the freemen of Ame- 
rica, \\ You boast of your love of liberty, but you are hypocrites — 
Kyranta, not freemen. So long as you encourage Slavery among 
you, you are degraded and dishonoured. Dare not to stand up 
boasting of your freedom, while you continue the cruelties of 
Slavery, and treat souls redeemed by the same blood of Christ 
as, the mere creatures of your will ; for as long as there remains 
*; single Slave in your country, there will remain a blot upon 
your escutcheon that all the waters of the Atlantic cannot wash 
ont."-r-He had thus ventured to lend bis feeble efforts to the 
promotion of the objects of the Meeting. How, indeed, conW 
he refuse when he saw the cause of freedom advocated and 
supported by one of that illustrious family whom their, ancestors 
ba4 placed on the throne to maintain their liberties and uphold 
their. rights; a. support which for countless ages he prayed 
that that family might continue to afford. In conclusion, he 
gpnjufed those who heard him to recollect,' that in this country 
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I the public mind upheld every thing, and that by its influence 

they could not fail to accomplish their object. 

Sir J. Sebright then moved a vote of thanks to the Royal 
Chairman ; which was seconded by Mr. Maxwell, and passed 
with acclamation. 

His Rotal Highness said, he could not leave the room 
without begging the Meeting to accept his best thanks for the 
manner in which they had received the last resolution, and 
briefly expressing his feelings on the subject before them. It 
was with painful sensations that he had met them on this occa- 
\ sion, for he had expected that at this meeting they would be 

able to report the progress made since last year ; but, unfortu- 
nately, they had not advanced a single step. However, after 
what had passed this day, it was impossible that the evil could 
last much longer. x It was impossible that Englishmen couhj 
\ tolerate that system of slavery, which was so incompatible with 

I the British Constitution. They were accused of innovation, of 

) proposing something new ; but it ought not to be forgotten that, 

in the year 1705, Lord Melville, then Secretary of State, 
charged them with beginning at the wrong end in attacking the 
slave trade first: they should have begun with slavery itself. 
* And Lord Melville was right ; for slavery was the real cause, 

the root, of the slave trade, and unhappily, and to the disgrace 
of this country, slavery was just as flourishing now as it was 
then. He was sure, however, that if the public voice raised in 
) its favour should be , heard by Parliament, they would most 

certainly attain their object. He trusted to see as respect- 
able a meeting next year, when he hoped to be able to report 
to tbem that a more satisfactory progress had been made. His 
family had been brought to this country for the protection of 
the rights and liberties of its subjects ; and as a member of that 
family, he should not be discharging his duty towards them if 
he did not recommend the sacred principles of freedom by 
every means in his power. 
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APPENDIX; 



A. 



Substance of the Order in Councit for improving th$ 
Conditio* of the Slave* in Trinidad, as promulgated 
in that Island in Jtme 1824, with Observations. 

CLAUSES 1-a & a— refer to the appointment of a Protectee 
and Guardian of Ike Slav**, to whom a variety of important 
powers and fractions are assigned, and who is not allowed to 
possess any agricultural Slaves*. 

Clause 7— t-appoiata the eovunaadaata of the different 
quarters of the island to be assistant guardians f. 

Clauses 9, 10. — As soon as effectual provision shall 

have been, made for the religious instruction of the Slaves, 

" Siwiday markets are t* cease; and in the mean time they are 

to be held only before ten m the morning of Sunday. As soon,. 

however, as effectual provision shall have been made for ceti- 

«■'■«■ «., ' ■ . '' ,, ' , ' ' ' ' " . ' . 1 I ' n i n i m 

* II i* not obvious* wby the prohibition to bald Sieve* sJkxiM beiiv 
mited. in a*> ca*e» and indeed, in thai of any public swnotionarie*, to* 
tgrimHwwL Sbtvos. A feeling adverse to. their d»ty, in tilt fasperftef 
«*ecetion of tbe laws instituted for the ptot*cti©»of Sftavee, fe likely 
to be generated by holding domestic Slave*, a* less than by hottttag 
agricultural SlavW And in the island of Trinidftd, where tfte> free 
Black* am} Persons of Colour are ?ery numeroes, these cannae be the 
slightest pretence, on tbe score ef necessity*** even of cenvmrieBMasv** 
permit public functionaries to be tbo holders of peasoiftei o« domestflt 
Slaves. 

t These assistant guardians are apt 6>ba*red front being tbe pe* 
•esaors even of agriceltasal Slaves, and ei plantations wfoaebt b* Uttstt ; 
an art angement likely to frustrate much of the benefit which Might 
otherwise be looked for from tbe other seaalattoas ef tbe Order to 
Council. 
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gious instruction, then Thursday is to be made the market day 
instead of Sunday *. — The master is forbid to compel the slave 
to labour for his benefit on the Sunday. 



* There seems to be no very adequate reason why markets should 
continue to be held, even for a single Sunday, till ten in the morning. 
If an apprehension is entertained lest, until religions instruction shall 
have been provided, the Slaves should abuse the day, if unoccupied by 
a market, to purposes of riot and licentiousness, how is the limitation of 
the market to ten in the morning to prevent that effect? On the con- 
trary, is not the holding of the market at all on that day, a circumstance 
more likely than any other to produce the very evil which' it is pro- 
posed to avoid? The Slaves are drawn together in great crowds at an 
early hour, on the morning of the Sunday; and they are therefore much 
more likely to spend the rest of the day idly and dissolutely, and to 
unite for purposes of disorder, than if they had been induced, as they 
would have been had there been no market on that day, to remain' 
quietly at home to repose themselves after the labour of the week, or 
to attend to domestic occupations. The abolition of Sunday markets 
is thus also made to depend on a very uncertain contingency ; uamely, 
the making effectual provision for the religious education of the 
Slaves. This might be a reason for not preventing them to labour 
in their gardens or grounds on that day, but can be no good reason for 
continuing the Sunday market. Besides the Sunday, however, which 
ought to be set apart for its own peculiar purposes, of repose, worship, 
and instruction, they ought to have had a day in * the week assigned 
them for cultivating their grounds,which are their oulyroeans of support. 
By this Order at least no such day is given to the Slave. If there exist, 
therefore,. no other Order to that effect, the Slave will be as much com- 
pelled; by the necessity of the case, to labour for his subsistence, which 
is, in fact, labouring for his master's benefit, as if the master stood over 
him with the whip. He must Work on that day or starve: Bnt what 
ia actually, according to the law of Trinidad, the number of week days 
in the year allowed to the Slaves forlabouring in their provision grounds? 
The number usually allowed by the practice of the island is said ' to be 
twetttyrsiz. But whether it be twenty-six, or any greater number, it 
would be well that the right of the Slaves to a certain portion of time were 
dfetinetly recognized. It is obvious, however, to remark, that iftwentp-iix 
4*y$ be the time really allowed to the Slaves in Trinidad besides Skin- 
days, then they have fifty-six days less in the year than the Spanish 
law is understood to allow them. By that law, as well as by the law of 
Brazil, Sieves are allowed a day in every week besides Sundays, afnd 
thirty holidays in the year; and it merits inquiry how it is that under 
the British Government they should have been deprived of the full time 
to which the Spanish law, which is the law of the island of Trinidad, 
entitles them. In any case, now that the Sunday has ceased to be a day 
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Clause 11 — prohibits the use of the whip, or other in- 
strument of the like nature, for the purpose of coercing or 
compelling labour in the field. 

Clause 12— directs that when the whip is used as an instru- 
ment of punishment by the master or manager, the number of 
lashes shall not exceed twenty -five at any one time, and for 
one offence; nor is any punishment to be inflicted till 
former lacerations are completely healed. Twenty -four hours 
must pass after an offence has been committed, before it can be 
punished ; and when punishment is inflicted it must be in the 
presence of a competent witness, besides the person by whose 
authority it is inflicted*. 



of compulsory labour, it seems to be no more than strict justice, in 
addition to the number of week days hitherto enjoyed by the slaves, 
that a full and fair equivalent should be allowed to them for the Sun* 
days; otherwise they either will be much worse off for the means of 
subsistence than ~they were before, or they will still be driven to the 
necessity of employing the day of rest in labouring Ifor their sus- 
tenance, — which is, in fact, doing that which the Order in Council in 
terms prohibits, labouring for their master's benefit. 

* It is impossible not to feel, in reading this part of the Order, that 
that must be a dreadful state of things which we must consider as 
being ameliorated by such a regulation . as this. It is indeed most 
humiliating to see the British Government reduced to the*\ necessity of 
assigning the number of lacerations of the cart-whip which private * 
caprice may inflict on the bodies of human beings like themselves, and 
this without even defining the oifeuce for which such shocking punish- 
ment is to be inflicted. It may be /or any offence or for no offence. 
Ought such punishments as this in any case to be inflicted except for 
a defined crime and by a judicial sentence ? • Twenty-five lashes of the 
cart-whip may be inflicted, according to this ameliorated law, by a 
Trinidad planter on his slave, merely as an expression of the master's 
dissatisfaction. Twenty-five lashes f Let only the weight of the whip, 
or the strength of the arm which wields it be increased, and what de- 
gree of laceration may not twenty-five lashes of a cart-whip be made 
to produce? Every stroke may leave its deep incision. Ought any 
system to be cherished which can require such a tremendous discretion 
to be placed iu the hands of any individual, he being accuser, jury, 
and judge, and, if he will, executioner also ? And then, let it be re- 
membered, that this is the ameliorated law of Trinidad. What must 
it be in the other islands ? Let this one fact be kept in mind. 

L 
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Clause 18— prohibits the flogging of female Slaves under any 
circumstances *• 

Clauses 14-21 — directs that on all plantations a Tecord 
of punishments should be kept, specifying the crime which has 
been committed, and the kind and extent of punishment in- 
flicted ; the record to be signed by the parties present, and 
copies of this record certified upon oath to be regularly trans- 
mitted through the protector to the governor, in order to be 
sent to the secretary of state. Severe penalties are also im- 
posed for the neglect or falsification of this record, and the 
mode pointed out of bringing the master who inflicts an illegal 
punishment to justice f* 

Clause 22 — provides for the intermarriage of Slaves ; and 
such marriage is made binding in law, whether celebrated 
by a clergyman of the Church of England, by a Catholic priest, 
or by a Dissenting minister. 

Clause 23 — makes it unlawful, by any judicial process, to 
seize and sell, apart and separately from each other, the hus- 
band and wife, or reputed wife, or child under sixteen years of 
age J. 



* The planters of Trinidad having represented to Lord Bathnrst the 
incongruity of this enactment with another Order in Council, which 
subjected free Persons of Colour to flogging for misdemeanours, his 
lordship signified in reply that he would correct the incongruity, not 
Ijy permitting female Slaves to be flogged, but hy prohibiting the 
flogging of free females. 

f One great defect in this part of the Order in Council is, that the - 
important measure of a record of punishments is confined to plantation*. 
It is obviously as necessary, if not in some respects more so, to pro- 
tect mechanic, or domestic, or jobbing Slaves, from brutal oppression, 
as it is to protect agricultural Slaves. 

% Here it is extraordinary that no restrainst should be placed on the 
power of the owner, at his discretion, to separate such near relations 
as husband, wife, and child, by a sale not judicial. And this omission 
is the more extraordinary, as it is already a part of the, Spanish law, 
the law in force in Trinidad, that the master shall not possess such 
power ; and as Mr. Canning stated in the House of Commons that the 
provisions of the Order in Council we,re intended to go to this extent. 
It may be said, perhaps, that, if this be a part of the Spanish law, it 
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Clauses 24-28 — ordain that the property of the Slaves shall 
. be secured to them by law ; and savings banks are provided, in 
which to deposit their peculium ; which they are allowed to 
transmit by will. 

Clauses 29-34— abolish all taxes and fees on manumission, 
and give a power, which is adequately secured, to Slaves, 
to purchase their freedom, or that of their children, at a fair 
appraisement, whenever they have the means of doing it. 

Clauses 35, 86 — ordain that any Slave; whom any. 
clergyman, priest, or religious teacher, shall certify to under- 
stand the nature of an oath, shall be recorded as entitled to 
give evidence in courts of justice, in all cases, except in civil 
suits where the master is concerned, or in trials affecting the 
.life of a White man. It is also provided, however, that the 
power now possessed, by courts of criminal jurisdiction, of 
admitting Slave-evidence, shall not be diminished by this 
enactment*. 

was unnecessary to re-enact it. Bat it was equally a part of the 
Spanish law that husband and wife shonld not be separated by a 
judicial sale. To specify this part of the law, therefore, to the ex- 
clusion of the rest, would seem to render it at least doubtful whether 
the effect would not be to give the master a power he did not pre- 
viously possess, and thus to abridge rather than enlarge the privileges 
of the Slaves. 

It has been said, that by the Spanish law husband and wife cannot 
be separated by sale or transfer. This is clearly indicated in the pro- 
vision of the Spanish Cedula, which enjoins it upon the master to pre- 
vent the unlawful intercourse of the sexes, and to encourage matrimony 
among his Slaves. " Neither must he hinder them from marrying with 
Slaves of other masters ; in which case, if the estates are distant from 
one another, so~ that the new married couple cannot fulfil the object of 
marriage, the wife shall follow her husband, whose master shall buy 
her at a fair valuation, set upon her by skilful men, who shall he nomi- 
nated by the two parties, and, in case of disagreement, a third shall 
be appointed by the justice to fix the price. If the master of the 
husband does not agree to the purchase, the master of the wife shall 
have the same facility." — In the same way, says Mr. Koster,"The Bra- 
zilian Slave cannot be separated from his wife, for a Christian church 
has joined them in bonds of matrimony/' 

• It is stated bythe Council of Trinidad/in tjjeir minute o/the 9th July 
1823, that by a law nbw actually in force in that island; the testimony 
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Clause 37-40— contain regulations respecting the office of 
protector, or assistant protector, of the Slave, and for preventing 
perjury in the execution of the Order in Council. 

Clause 41 — subjects any free person convicted of a misde- 
meanor under this act, to a fine of not less than 50/. or more 
than 500/. ; or to imprisonment for not less than one, or more 
than six months; or to both fine and imprisonment, at the 
discretion of the court convicting him. And if the conviction 
be" for cruelty to a Slave, the court may declare the property 
in such Slave to be forfeited to the King. All fines are to 
be divided between the King and the prosecutor in equal 
moieties. 

, Clause 42— -orders that if any one shall be twice convicted 
of inflicting, on any Slave, any cruel or unlawful punishment, 
he shall be declared, by the court convicting him, absolutely 
incapable of }>eing the owner, or acting as the manager or 



of Slaves is received quantum taleat, and this, as far as is stated without 
* exception. As for the particular exception, now introduced for the 
first time, by which their evidence is rejected in trials affecting the 
life of a White man, it does appear to be of a questionable if not 
injurious import. It seems to stand on no ground of reason or 
principle. Or if there be any good reason for it, would not that reason 
equally apply to the case of a free Black or Brown man, pr even to 
that of a Slave, as to that of a White ? This new exception is introduced 
also in the very case where its operation is likely to be most mischie- 
vous. A White man may now murder a Slave, in the presence of a 
hundred other Slaves, and yet not one of them can give testimony 
against him. Nay by a subsequent clause (the 42d) of the Order, as now 
framed, a temptation seems to be actually held out to the commission 
of murder. Suppose that a White man is convicted of cruelly 
punishing a Slave, any Slave may testify against him, and convict him ; 
and if it be his second offence he may be deprived of all his Slaves. To 
avoid this ruinous result he basouly to kill the Slave outright : he is then 
secure from conviction, though the whole gang should have witnessed 
the murder. » 

But why all this alarm for the issue pf such trials ? Is it feared, 
wl)ile judges are White, that there will not be a sufficient disposition 
in them to protect the lives of the Whites ; or that, with all the means 
possessed of separately sifting and cross-questioning and confronting 
witnesses, who have combined to deceive, the truth would not be 
elicited ? 



TRINIDAD ORDER IN COUNCIL. 77 

overseer of a Slave in the island ; and all Slaves belonging to him 
shall be forfeited to the King *. 



In reference to the subject of a note at a preoeding page 
(p. 72), respecting the time which ought to be granted to 
the Trinidad Slaves, a few observations may here be proper. 

Some persons have affected to question, whether it be true that 
the number of days allowed to the Slaves in the Portuguese and 
Spanish colonies, in the course of the year, be really so many as 
has been asserted — viz. 52 Sundays, 52 week-days, and up wards of 
30 holidays; in all, 134; and whether those facilities of manumis- 
sion exist there which have been held up as an example, as well 
as matter of reproach, to Great Britain. The following authori- 
ties will probably place these points beyond further doubt. 

Mr. Koster, the author of Travels in Brazil, published a 
pamphlet in 1816, with his name prefixed to it. It may be found 
in the sixteenth Number of the Pamphleteer. This valuable 
and accurate writer thus states the case of the Brazilian Slave. 
Besides his food, which is " salt meat or salt fish, and the flour 
of the manioc/' " the laws allow him to have the Sundays and 
holidays as his own," p. 313. " The Brazilian Slaves, who sup* 
ply themselves with food, have one day in every week for this 
purpose ; but they are expected not to require any assistance 
from the master." They have also, " in .the course of the year, 
above thirty holidays besides Sunday/' p. 327. 

The Spanish Cedula of the 31st May, 1789, says, that on holi- 
days " the Slaves shall not be obliged or permitted to work, 
either for themselves or their masters, except at the time of 
crop, when it is customary to grant them liberty to work on 
holidays." 

This is further confirmed, by a reference to a work published 
by Longman, in IB 10, entitled " Present State of the Spanish 
Colonies, by W. Walton, Junior;" in which that gentleman re- 



* This clause has since been modified by ordaining that the exe- 
cution of the sentence of forfeiture and disqualification shall be sus- 
pended until the case shall have been revised by the King in Council. 
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marks,, that " a considerable impediment to the progress of 
culture in Spanish possessions, is the great number of feast- 
days that interfere with the labours of the field ;" and again, 
that though Spanish Slaves are denied many " subordinate con- 
veniences, they are allowed a much greater surplus of time to 
procure them, and enjoy more indulgences than the Slaves of 
other nations." — Vol. ii. pp. 140, 143. 

The author goes on to say, that " a Slave has the right of 
redemption ; and, in any dispute with his master, has the pri- 
vilege of choosing an arbitrator. If he be not contented to 
live in the servitude of a particular person, by whom he may 
be ill treated, and can produce sufficient motives and another 
purchaser ; or if he has had sufficient industry and economy 
to have amassed the stipulated sum of 300 dollars ; he can de- 
mand his freedom, by refunding his purchase-money. 1 ' " The 
price affixed by law for the redemption of a female, is 250 
dollars. An infant, unborn, ceases to be the property of the 
owner, by the deposit of 100 rials (about 42s.) ; and after 
birth, by that of twenty-five dollars/' 

This general statement is confirmed by a more recent writer, 
who, in letters from the Havannab, dedicated to Mr. Croker 
of the Admiralty, and published by Miller in 1821, speaks of 
" the festivals held every Sunday and feast-day/' when " num- 
bers of free and enslaved assemble" for amusement ; and he 
afterwards describes them as " festivalizing on a dios de dot 
cruces, or a church holiday/' 'He also recognizes the regula- 
tion which allows the Slave " who is discontented with the 
treatment of his owner, to demand a carta, or licence to be sold; 
or, in other words, to change his service."p. 42. 

** There are many Coloured People," he adds, '« whose free- 
dom is the purchase of the extra earnings allowed them by law." 
" The number of free People of Colour in this island is nearly 
equal to the total amount of that class in all the islands to- 
gether. This is attributable to the mildness of the Spanish 
Slave-Code, which softens the rigour of their hard destiny/' — 
" Every Slave under the Spanish colonial law, who tenders his 
master the sum he was bought at, is entitled to enfranchise- 
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ment, nor can his master refuse it. It is equally permitted him 
to purchase a portion of his freedom by instalments, aa his , 
ability allows, being then said to be coartado, or cut; and such 
are, in consequence, entitled to a licence to work where and ' 
with whom they please, paying to their master a rial (5d.) per 
day, for every hundred dollars remaining of their value, beyond 
the instalment they have paid. Many who are not coartado 
are allowed by their owners to labour where they please, under 
similar conditions ; by which means an industrious Slave may, 
in a few years, procure sufficient to ransom himself. The ex- 
cellence of such a regulation it is easy to appreciate. The per- 
mission to purchase freedom by portions, is both a wise and 
merciful policy. It satisfies the master with a high interest, 
during the period the Slave is working out his freedom ; and it 
imbues the latter with habits of cheerful industry, while he is, 
as it were, knocking off his chain link by link." pp. 40 — 42. * 

A farther confirmation of these statements is to be found in 
our own Privy-Council Report of 1789, part VI., where the fol- 
lowing provisions are represented as forming a part of the law 
of the Spanish Colonies, regarding slavery, viz. 

" Any Slave, on proof given to the Governor'of bad treat- 
ment by the owner, may insist on being transferred to another 
master at such price as may be settled between the purchaser 
and the seller ; and if the latter is exorbitant in his demand, 
the Governor is to name a third person as umpire. 

" Any Slave who by his .industry and economy has raised a 
sufficiency to purchase his manumission, may demand his free- 
dom from his master, on paying an equitable price ; and if the 
master should' prove unreasonable, the Governor, on the appli- 
cation of the Slave, is to appoint two appraisers, who are to 
fix the price." 

The Report adds, that « it is said there are nearly 20,000 
free People of Colour in the city of Havannah alone." 



80 



APPENDIX B. 

PAROCHIAL RESOLUTIONS OP JAMAICA* 

The following passage is taken from a long string of in- 
flamed and inflated resolutions passed by the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the parish of Portland, on the 11th of 
October, 1824, as they appear in the Royal Gazette of Ja- 
maica of the 30th of Octobef 1 824.— 

" 9th ly. On the subject of religion, without assuming to be 
righteous over-much, and disclaiming every feeling of dis- 
respect towards any sincere worshippers of the true God, we 
profess ourselves at the same time inimical to the sacred cause 
of Christianity being polluted, perverted, and disgraced by 
misrepresentation and intermixture with political views and 
theories ; and, professing ourselves at the same time sincere 
advocates for the diffusion of the light and the truths of the 
Gospel throughout our Slave population, in the mild and 
beneficent spirit, and after the manner, of our blessed Master, 
in truth and simplicity, as the only form and manner which 
can produce the desirable effect of rendering them true 
Christians, and faithful, honest, sober, and diligent men, with 
good will doing service, content with the station in which it has 
pleased God to place them, we ask, are not the ministers of the 
Established Church competent to the beneficial work ? Edu- 
cated and prepared expressly for that ministry, we .are con- 
fident that they are, and the most proper teachers ; for we 
can never reconcile it to ourselves that that calling, which 
professeth to interpret the Law and the Gospel, the sum and 
substance of God's covenant with man, according to God's 
will, intent, and meaning, is compatible with ordinary ca- 
pacities, common education, and men of mere worldly views. 
Let doctors of no better recommendation vociferate and 
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proclaim their' special inspiration to work the good work as 
much as they please, we know the Deity does not make himself 
so cheap with his creatures ; and, from what we have observed 
of such spiritual teachers, pastors, and jnasters, they, seem 
only like unto ourselves, labourers in the vineyard for kite; 
wherefore, to promote substantial benefit to our Negroes/and 
a source of grateful reflection to ourselves, it behoves us to 
examine with care the means by which they are to be ac- 
quired, lest, instead of sowing in their hearts the seeds of 
eternal life, we sow the seeds of a moral and political evil, 
for that cannot be intrinsically good wherein lurketh aught of 
evil tendency, so that we should be most scrupulously guarded _ 
against . the dissemination of Methodistieal Fanaticism, which, 
in the language of our Assembly, grafted on African super- 
stition and the general temperament of Negroes, in a state of 
bondage, has produced, and will again produce, direful con- 
sequences. 

. " lOthly* Apprehending most seriously that fanatical doc- 
trines and insidious misrepresentations, promulgated by sec- 
tarian incendiaries, and clandestinely imposed upon the cre- 
dulity of our Slave population, have had the leading influence 
in perverting their minds, and exciting that insubordinate and 
insurrectionary spirit which has now for a long time agitated 
and disturbed the peace of the .country, and which we have 
reason Jo fear is still provoked, and far, very far, from being 
subsided, if is our decided sentiment that sectarism should be 
banished from amongst us, and that it would be highly impolitic 
and dangerous, at the present crisis, to advance one consideration 
of further indulgence to our astrayed peasantry, and not until a 
thorough and complete penitential change of temper and manners 
qualified the pretension on their parts, and guaranteed our ac- 
quiescence. At the same time, in justice to our own feelings, 
we must confess how much we lament the selfdenial thus 
imperiously forced upon our inclinations by the necessity arising 
out of past occurrences, from the character of which we are sorry 
to add, that, instead of more indulgent, morr rkstrictory 

M 
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H.EA*URfcs ark indefensible, both for the safety of ttie 
UUmd* a$ well as far the reclamation of our deluded population. 
"J Mb. Thank God, we have a king upon the throne, as 
incapable, from, the graclousness of his disposition and the 
natvtal goodness of his heart, of doing wrong, as he is sup- 
poaed by the Jaw to be in his political capacity ;- a king; Who 
glories in being born a Briton, and in defence/ of whose Crown 
we ate confident every subject in litis colony would readily 
shed the last drop of his blood; and we acknowledge with 
loyalty and gratitude his late interposition in behalf iff' the 
Colonies* by the expression of his royal as'welf as constitutional 
disapprobation of the unjust and impolitic interference which, 
has of late distracted their concerns ; an interferencie that has 
Appalled', their energy, and, dafripiif" the spirit of laudable 
enterprise and industry, has, together with the depreciated 
value of their productions, reduced them to the brink of in- 
solvency and ruin. Confidently relying, however, that 1 bis 
Majesty's paternal regard for his colonial subject* is coeval 
with that which he enter tains for the Other subjects 1 of bid 
dominions; we trust and hope that his exemplary, upVighi; 
impartial, independent, and -constitutional sentiments/ majf 
influence Ministers and Parliament to declare themselves at 
once upon the moral, religious, and political rights of the 
Colonies, and restore to this once happy island mutual coto-i 
fidence, security, and peace, by arresting the further progress 
of thr machinations of as unprincipled and designing a con- 
federacy a^ ever coalesced, in the zenith of puritahicatrage; 
to disseminate anarchy, and enfeeble the bond of aIle£faW# 
(unqutfslionably proved by the late detection of theiVltok 
perfidious interference with- the army)^ as ever dariri£ty ari# 
impifrwly compassed or imagined the subversion of church 
*i»4 state" .■..,.•«.-,• . - .-. ^ 

A.. • ' • : " ' 1* - ' ' • .i \\\ . *>*,! . ' t 

-Th€P«ri»hioriewWSi. Ano'a, who toret on the 13tb of Novem- 
ber 1824, thus commence their unaninic^ Resolutions, which 
are conceived in a similar strain to those of Poffland: — 
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" 1st. That although (be imminent danger, which threatened 
our constitutional rights at this period of the last year, has 
hee.ii averted by the generous interference of our gracious 
Sovereign, and the firmness and magnanimity of his Ministers, 
an ample degree of danger st^l exists from the unjust and un- 
warrantable acts of the African Institution, which Call for" the 
vigilance and circumspection of every inhabitant Of ttffe' West- 
ern Colonies. 

<€ 2d. That this party, tfan for the present defeated in the 
purpose of involving these Colonies iu scenes of'blobU vtiii 
massacre, and stimulated by disappointment, have tJow, ^dill 
. by their, speeches in Parliament, and by swdrn ^engage'm'e'nts id 
Uwlr t Unlaw fal conventicles, bound themselves to' use ' cver^ 
means in their power for producing an event/ thus setting n{ 
nought the highest authority o( the realm, violating the first 
principles of its jurisprudence; and, in regard to the lower 
classes of our society, pursuing the same incendiary measures', 
for which, in England, Hunt was impri3oued,Watson expatriated, 
and Thistle wood hanged/' 

The Resolutions of the Freeholders of St. Elizabeth are*' 
not less energetic. It was there also, on the 29th of Odbbei; 
unanimously resolved, ' ' ' Jf ' 

" That iu these times, when we perceive a party which 
has FamttMQfcm' and Revahnrorv as its guides possessing such 
an ascendency over some of the members of the British 
Cabinet, it is our duty to watch with a careful eye over our 
birthrights, and not allow ourselves to be lulled into repose 
with the false idea that the danger is passed. Such will 
never pass until the leaders of the Biilish Cabinet possess, 
and dare to shew they possess, an independence of those 
creatures styled by the name of Saints, from which dangerous 
party it is to be hoped the respectable part of the British 
public will soon withdraw its countenance. 

"That it is but too evident the Secretary for Foreigu Affairs 
of the British Cabinet, and leader of the House of Commons 
(the intimate friend of Our archenemy), is himself, as far as 
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hedare^an advocate for the abolition of existing circumstances 
.in tbe American Archipelago; he, and by his own acknow- 
ledgment, was tbe chief cause that a neighbouring • island 
(Trinidad) was refused the blessings of a British Constitution, 
which refusal has exposed it to its present misery and op- 
oppression *. 

" That we have been treated with contempt, scandalized,aod 
defamed. We have also been threatened. It is our duty, 
therefore, to shew, that he who, does not. fear death fears not 
threats. It is our duty to shew, that although we can make 
up our minds to live without wealth, yet we cannot make up 
our minds to live without honour ; which we should, did we 
not choose to risk all in manfully defending our rights, like 
men worthy of them, rather than to have them crumble fro:u 
us ignominiously, owing to pusillanimous and indeter mined 
measures. 

" That it is with feelings of gratitude and respect we praise 
the House of Assembly (which has the sole right of altering 
and amending our code), for its energetic conduct during 
last session in so firmly protecting our constitution, our pro- 
perties, and our rights ; and we rely on its wisdom that, during 
the approaching session, it will adhere to the same upright 
and laudable principles f." 

9 Tbe allusion intended in this place.is doubtless to the imposition 
of tbe bated Order in Council. 
t See the Report, page IS, line 5 
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REJECTED BILL OF THE JAMAICA ASSEMBLY, ON 
SLAVE EVIDENCE*. 

That the public may have some opportunity of judging of the 
squeamishness felt on the subject of reform by the legislators 
of Jamaica, it seems expedient to insert this Bill entire, which 
was rejected on its second reading by a majority of thirty- 
four to one. 

A Bill to enable Slaves to give Evidence in certain Cases of Crime 
committed against Slaves, and of criminal Attempts to excite 
Rebellion and Insurrection, and of uttering seditious Language. 

Whereas the Legislature of this island hath made divers 
enactments and regulations with a view of placing the Slave 
population under the complete protection of the law ; and it is 
important to the general welfare of the community to promote 
so desirable an object by every practicable means : And 
whereas the conviction of offences committed against Slaves 
would be rendered more satisfactory and certain, if their testi- 
mony should be admitted upon the prosecution of the offences 
hereinafter mentioned : We, therefore, your. Majesty s dutiful 
and loyal subjects, the Assembly of Jamaica, most humbly be- 
seech your Majesty that it may be enacted : Be it therefore en- 
acted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly of this your Ma- 
jesty's island of Jamaica, and it is hereby enacted and ordained 



See the Report, page 12, Hue 20—28. 
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by the authority of the same, That, from and after the passing 
of this act, upon the trial of any indictment against a White 
person, or free person, for murder, or for felonious homicide, 
committed upon a Slave after the passing of this act, or upon 
any trial of a misdemeanour, committed after the passing of 
this act, in mutilating or dismembering any Slave, or wantonly 
or cruelly whipping, maltreating, branding, beating, bruising, 
wounding, or imprisoning or keeping in confinement without 
sufficient support, any Slave, or upon the trial of any White or 
free person for a misdemeanour in any other illegal violence 
against the person of any Slave, committed after the passing of 
this act, such Slave against whom the offence shall have been 
committed, or any other Slave or Slaves, shall be a competent 
witness or witnesses on the part of the prosecution, or on the 
part of the person charged with the offence : Provided always, 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed to authorize 
the admission of any Slave to give evidence, if under the -same 
circumstances any White person, or person of free condition, 
would be deemed an .incompetent 'Witness from not compre* 
bending the obligation of an oath, vt any other disqualification : 
Provided also, That the evidence of a Slave shall be admis- 
sible in no case on behalf of, or against, the owner of such 
Slave, or the husband or wife of the owner. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the testimony of any Slave or Slaves, on oath, shall be admitted 
upon any inquiry before a magistrate or magistrates, or a grand 
jury, ipto the offences hereinbefore mentioned, subject to the 
same exceptions. 

And whereas it is proper, upon the admission of the evidence 
of Slaves, to prevent all temptation to perjury : Be it therefore 
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case the owner of 
a Slave shall be convicted of any offence which would autho- 
rise the Court, before whom the offender may be tried, to ex- 
ercise the power given by the consolidated Slave law of declar- 
ing such Slave free, if any Slave^ shalT have been sworn as a" 
witness against the offender upon such trial, the Court in such 
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ctLSfi shall nut have amy power of discharging ftonv servitude the 
Slave against whom the offence was committed *. 

And whereas it is necessary, for the more effectually pre* 
venting wicked and evil-disposed persons from instilling a spirit 
of rebellion and discontent into the minds of Slaves, or persons 
of free condition, that the testimony of Slaves should be ad- 
mitted in eeftaiu other cases ; Be it therefore miasted by the 
authority aforesaid, That if any person or persons shall be 
charged with, or shall be indicted for,: maliciwftsily 4od advisedly 
endeavouring to excite or stir ap.a*)y< .free, person or Slave to 
commit any act of insurrection oc.rebelfioa^ contrary to the 
second clause of an act of tfye .Governor, Coxtaet), and Asdtml 
bly, passed in the fourth year of the reign of his present Ma- 
jesty, entitled "• An Act for the moie ^ffectujai BuirishraenL of 
Treason, Ueasojtabie Conspiracies, and Seditious Meetings ; for 
preventing the, Administering o*, faking of np law Ad Oaths, and 
for P4t»er Purposes £', ox if jany parson or jueiftgns shall be charged 
with,, ©r .shall, be iftdicM, far, u^eping seditious language, or for 
^edjtiofs ,pr^wlwg : to, any Ires; pflrsou p*. persons, .Slave- or 
Slaves, it sbaji^be^w^u^^pn.. the,H>quh;y. into such change, 
or upon the trial of the indictment, to admit the testimonyuof * 
any Slave or Slaves for or against the prosecution, subject to 
the same exceptions as might be made to the competency of 
any White or free person, on the ground of not understanding 
the obligation of an oath, or any other disqualification : Pro- 
vided also, That the evidence of any Slave shall not tje admis- 
sible on behalf of, or against, the owner of such Slave, or the 
husband or wife of the owner f. 

And be\it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
upon the trial of any indictment, no Slave shall be admitted to 
.give evidence against a White person or person of free condt- 



* The effect of this clansc is obviously to nullify the benefit of the 
act. What Slave would give evidence under such circumstances ? 

t This clause is obviously aimed against Missionaries, and against 
all who might ever Chance to speak in conversation against Slavery. 
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tion, unless such White person or person of free condition, or 
his or her attorney at law, k shall have had notice in writing 
days before the trial of the name and description of the 
Slave whom it is intended to produce as a witness for the pro- 
secutiou. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
if any Slave shall commit wilful and corrupt perjury, in giving 
evidence upon any of the occasions hereinbefore mentioned, 
such Slave shall be tried at a Slave-court, and, upon conviction, 
shall be liable to imprisonment to hard labour iu the workhouse 
for such time as such court shall direct, or to whipping, or 
both, as the court shall think proper, according to the nature 
of the offence. 

And fye it further enacted. That in case any White person, 
or person of free condition, shall be charged with or indicted 
for the murder of a Slave, committed after the passing of this 
act, the dying declaration of such Slave shall be received in 
evidence in the same manner as the dying declaration of any 
White or free person would be received: Provided, That no 
Slave shall be allowed to give evidence of such dying 'declara- 
tion. 
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Recommendations of his majesty*. 

It will be proper here to record those recommendations of hid 
Majesty to the different Colonial Legislatures which have 
excited such violent and unmeasured resistance among, the 
West-Indian Colonists. A comparison of these with the lan- 
guage of the planters of Trinidad and Barbadoes, or with the 
resolutions of the freeholders of Jamaica, will enable the public 
to judge of the spirit which prevails in our colonies. 

1. Copy of a Letter from Earl Bathurst, addressed to the 
Governor o/Demerara 9 and transmitted also to the Governors 
to all the other Colonies, dated Colonial Office, May 28, 1823. 

I take the earliest opportunity of communicating to you 
the Resolutions which were unanimously agreed to by the House 
of Commons on the 15th instant ; and in order that you may 
better understand not only the general impression of the House 
in coming to these resolutions, but more particularly the princi- 
ples which have guided his Majesty's Government in proposing 
tbem, and .which will continue «to guide them in the measures to 
be adopted for the furtherance of the important objects to 
which they relate,' I have inclosed the best report that I can 
procure, although it may not be altogether a correct one, of the 
speech of Mr. Secretary Canning. 

I do not propose in this despatch to call your immediate 
attention to all the subjects to which that speech refers, but to 
confiue myself to one of those points ou which, I have not found 
that any difference of opinion exists, and which, being simple in 
its nature, may be at once adopted ; viz. an absolute prohibition 
to inflict the punishment of flogging, under any circumstances, 
on female Slaves. x 

■ > .1 ■!. ■!■■«' -■.■. I I - ■ . ■ ^ . , ....... II.. .11 Im 

• See the Report, p. 15, line 23. 

N 
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The system of meliorating the condition of Slaves, to which 
his Majesty's Government stands pledged by these resolutions, 
cannot better commence than by the adoption of a principle 
which, by making a distinction of treatment between the male 
and female §laves, cannot fail to raise this unfortunate class 
generally above their present degraded level, and to restore to the 
female Slaves that sense of shame which is at once the .orna- 
ment and the protection of their sex, and which their present 
mode of punishment has tended so unfortunately to weaken, if 
not to obliterate. 

I should therefore have communicated to yon his Majesty's 
commands that the punishment of flogging should for the future 
cease with respect to females, had I not been desirous that the 
prohibition should proceed from the Court of Policy; as I am 
unwilling to deprive them of the satisfaction which I am sure 
they will feel in originating and supporting a measure which has 
been approved by all classes. 

With respect to the practice of driving Slaves to their work by 
the sound of the whip, and to the arbitrary infliction of it by 
the driver as a stimulus to labour, 1 am equally disposed t» 
trust to the Court of Policy to originate measures for the oeasar 
tio&of this practice, which I need not to state must be repug- 
nant to the feelings of every individual in this country. I am 
avast that a necessity may exist for retaining the punishment 
of dogging with respect to maks, though at the same time it 
should be subjected to defined regulations and restrictions; 
but, as aa immediate measure, I cannot too strongly recommend 
that the whip should no longer he carried into the field,, a*4 
there displayed by the driver as the emblem of his authority, or 
employed as the ready instrument of bis displeasure. 

2. Copy of a Letter from Earl Bathur&t to Governors of 
Colonies having local Legislatures, dated Colonial Office^ 
July 9, 1823. 

' 4» my despatch of the 12th ultimo, I apprised you that it 
was my intention to communicate to you, by the first packet in 
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the present month, farther instructions respecting those im* 
ptOve m e n t s in the Slate Code of the eolovy Under your govem* 
ta*t> which, in conformity with the receiif Resolutions 6f the _ 
Home of Commons, it is the earnest desire of hfe Majesty's 
Government to carry into effect. 

The suggestions which I am about to make ate not to he 
understood us affording a full development of what his Majesty's 
Government have tn contemplation on this important subject: 
it is my purpose rather to point out such changes in the law a* 
may be conveniently adopted at present, and which will (it fe 
hoped) fay the foundation for a further and more effectual 
reformation. I am .therefore to direct you to lay before the 
Colonial Legislature of the following remarks and 

propositions ; and you will not fail to press upon that hody the 
importance of directing their immediate and most serious *tten* 
tioft to them. 

It would be jstirperfluoffs to insist upon the indispensifclg 
necessity of religious instruction as the foundation of every 
beneficial- change In the character and future condition of the 
Staves. Sodeepfy, indeed, is his MajestyVGovernment impressed 
with this truth, and with the necessity of maintaining an ade- 
quate number of clergymen and teachers throughout the West 
Indies, under episcopal controul, that, if it shall appear thai 
the revenues of the Colonies are insufficient for this* purpose; 
they will not hesitate to apply to Fartiament for such pecuniary 
grants as may be necessary for supplying the deficiency ; no* 
caw they doabt that the anxiety which has bcefr manifested by 
the Legislature, and by the pnbfte at large, for the welfare of the 
Slave population, will induce Parliament cheerfully to cOntri* 
bote such tends as may be required for effecting this important 
object. But this disposition must be met on the part of the 
Assembly by a legislative pro vision for the abolition of market* 
on the Sitfday, and the substitution of some other time for thai 
purpose ; so that the Sabbath may be appropriated to the pur- 
pose of Hestfrotti labour, and of moral and religious instruction. 
Unless the time withdrawn from the market were employed in 
the mow becoming occupations of the day, it would too probably 
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be passed by the Slaves without benefit to themselves, and petf* 
haps with material detriment, if not danger, to the community* 
The , immediate abolition of Sunday markets is riot ' insisted 
upon until the means of religious instruction shall have been 
provided. But his Majesty's Government will not recommend to 
Parliament the grant of any pecuniary assistance towafds 
the expense of a religious establishment, in any case in which 
the abolition of Sunday markets, and the substitution of some 
other day for that purpose* shall not have been prospectively 
secured. 

. Religious instruction is .also; a necessary preliminary to ano- 
ther important improvement in the condition of the Slaves, the 
admission of their evidence in courts of justice. The perma* 
nent exclusion of the testimony of Slaves must essentially inter- 
fere with the provisions adopted for their protection. On the 
other hand, to declare that all Slaves shall be qualified to give 
evidence, would be a change in the system of administering jus- 
tice in the Colonies too momentous to be introduced suddenly ; 
it can only be consequent upon the moral and religious improve- 
- ment of the Slave population* It is highly expedient, therefore, 
that in, furtherance of the Resolutions unanimously adopjted by 
the House of Commons, a law should be passed, declaring that 
the evidence of a Slave shall be received in sill, except perhaps 
certain cases, if, upon his appearing in court to give testimony, 
he shall produce, under the hand of some of the parochial clergy-r 
men, or of the religious teacher authorized by the master or 
overseer to instruct him, a certificate, stating that the proposed 
witness has been so far instructed in the principles of religion 
as, in trie judgment of the party certifying, adequately to 
understand the obligation of an oath. The cases to be con- 
sidered must be those in which the master of the Slave is 
directly concerned, and such as would affect the life of a White 
person; For the better preventing the fabrication of certificates, 
it may be necessary to keep parochial registers of the persons 
whose competency to give evidence shall from time to time have 
been certified by the proper authority ; and the being enrolled in 
gucb a list may be made an object of laudable ambition, and a 
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stimulus to attention and good conduct. Perhaps such certi- 
ficate should not of itself be an absolute qualification to be 
received as a witness ; but it might be regarded as raising such 
a presumption of competency, that the party producing it 
should be* taken and adjudged to be competent, unless he 
should be proved to labour under some such disability as would; 
according to the law and usage of English courts of justice, 
disqualify a free person. 

- Religious instruction is not less necessarily the foundation of 
that relation, the want of which in the system of colonial 
Slavery excites a deep and general commiseration in this coun- 
try, that of marriage. Where the conjugal and parental rights 
of the father of a family cannot be maintained, it would be vain 
to expect from this institution that infinite variety of salutary 
consequences which naturally belong to it in civilized society. 
The present want of religioua teachers in the Colonies presents 
another difficulty; for without their instrumentality it will 
scarcely be possible/ Co impress the mind of a Slave with a due 
sense of the sacred obligations of matrimony, or even to cele- 
brate the mere ceremonial of marriage with any proper, and 
impressive solemnity. 

' Advantage cannot be too soon or too anxiously taken of the 
opportunity of establishing this salutary institution : in doing 
so, care must be taken to encourage, as far as possible, mar* 
riages between Slaves attached to the: same estates, since the 
insecurity of conjugal and- parental rights is manifestly increased 
by distant connexions, which moreover tend to withdraw the 
interest and attachment of the Slave from the plantation, to 
which he belongs; As part of this system, provision > ought to 
be made by law for exempting from .future labour in the field 
the mother of a given number of children hora in lawful wed- 
lock. • Untir the religious establishment shall be completed, the 
solemnisation of marriages by persons who, are not in holy 
orders might be permitted, and any minister of religion* not 
engaged in any secular calling, might be employed, in cases 
where the > attendance of a clergyman of, the Church of Eng- 
land cannot be procured. Care, however* should be .taken that 
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ail marriage* should ultimately be registered at the parish 
eburcb, and SMe celebrated without the consent of the master 
given in writing 3 but ta the event of the master feeling it ne* 
eessary to object to the marriage, be should he catted upon to 
connatiaicate the canse of hit resistance to the clergyman of the 
parish to which the parties belong. 

The next subject to whilfa I moat draw yemr atteathm, is the 
manumission of Slaves ; every unnecessary obstacle to which 
must be removed. Although it appears from tfae recent re- 
tanna that taoss have 3a aamost every cnioay been imposed atft 
l aa num lsnionaj t am gratified to learn that th*y have m practice 
been generally discentrataed. No difficulty can therefore be 
anticipated in obtaining the concurrence of the Colonial Le* 
gisbtore in the 6aal repeal of all such charges ; aad in this I 
iaelude all official fees which may have been collected .either 
try usage or under positive enactment. The first obstacle to 
manumission arises from the apprehension of tWs being re- 
sorted to by thte owner for the purpose of rcKeving himself from 
the burden of maintaining infirm «r aged Slaves; I conceive it 
Would be necessary to require the appearance of the persete to 
be manumitted at the office either of the Colonial Secretary or 
Treasurer, whose duty it should be, before registering the deed 
of manumission, to satisfy himself that the Slave wan not leas 
than six nor more than fifty years of age, and that he did not 
labour under any permanent sickness or infirmity. In eases of - 
Slaves below six or above fifty years of age, or labouring 
nader sickness e* infirmity, (bat in whose cases only,) the 
Secretary or Treasurer should he required before recording 
the manumission^ to take from the owner a bond to the King, 
with a condition that the penalty should not be enforced, vales* 
the manumitted Slave should, within ten years in the case of 
the child, and fourteen in the case of the adult; become in* 
capable of earning bis own subsistence, A second obstacle 
to manumission seema to arise from & presumed legal cfinV 
culty. It has been urged, that a Slave, not being capable 
of making- contracts, cannot legally contract for or become 
the: purchaser of his own freedom : now, an tfeta ia plainly a 
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difficulty of form opfy a*d no$of *uhsttt»<*, * jsemedy may of 
course beieadyy<d**«*d* Eithar the competency of the SJ^e* 
tq make contcssta , mpatit i n g fcis frt#dom mgfrt fee adwaw/< 
fedg<jd bji « d*tib**|pry act* orU might fe* pfroitfed that all 
subcontracts s|i**U bft*adew*bje najooof tbc Kjng, in who** 
name also aU action* migfet be btonfbt W enforce 4b* f**fcn> 
menae of Ur A third and much more serious obstacle to ma* 
aamission vises out of the legal famtations under vhieh Slaves 
are legally held. Thus, for example, a Slave and bis issue 
may have been made the subject of entails ojr of femily settle* 
ment, or may be held under two at more successive, mortgages, 
&c, and his manumission cannot be effected without the con* 
cnrrence of a series of reversioners, remainder-men, mortga- 
gees, or mortgagers, some of whomroa^ be infants, and others, 
who may mil even be in existence during the life of the Slave* 
A difficulty analogous to this arises from the case of doubtful 
or disputable titles* and bom the circumstance of a Slave 
being regarded as assets for the payment of the debts of the 
deceased owner; since, in either of these cases, it is impossible 
for the individual prepared to emancipate such Slave to know 
in whom the legal right to the Slave is vested. The pendency 
of a suit or actio* involving the question of the. title of the 
tw* litigant parties to a Slave, imposes on the latter the necessity 
of waiting the determination of the controversy before he can 
safely pay to either the price of his freedom. 

To remove all the preceding obstacles to manumission,youwifl 
therefore propose to the Legislature of to pass a law to the 

fbUowiageffeet : Permanent Commissioners should beappetnted, 
who(6n application being made by or on hebaifof any Stave with 
his master's consent) should ascertain the names and places of 
abode of every person having any interest or pvobable.inlerest 
in him, either as tenants for years or for life, as Kversumts, re- 
mainder-man, mortgagee, mortgager, trustee, executor, Jecwer, 
or creditor, of any deceased owners or their agents ; all these 
-persons should be summoned, by personal notice, if possible.; 
sod if not, then by public advertisement \ to attend at the time 
and place of*be appraisement of the Slave. The appraisement 
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should take place at the time and place to be thus appointed, 
in the presence of at least one Commissioner, and by at least 
one sworn appraiser ; and the Commissioners should have au- 
thority, on application made within one month by any of the 
parties interested, to direct a new appointment, in case there 
should seem reason to dispute the justice of the original valua- 
tion . - The second appraisement should be final. The appraised 
value should then be paid into the colonial treasury. The 
treasurer should invest the amount on good security, and every 
right which formerly existed in the Slave should thenceforward 
exist, not in him, but in the fund to be thus purchased by the 
appraised price of his freedom. 

The last topic relating to manumission, to which I think it 
necessary at present to advert, is the loss of the deed of ma- 
numission. It will be expedient that provisions should be made 
for the registration of all manumissions,- and that to secure 
punctuality in this respect, a -simple form of manumission 
should be prescribed by Jegislative authority, and that the 
appearance of the party before the Registrar, or. one of his 
deputies, should be an essential part of every act of manu- 
mission. 

I have -next to advert to the subject of- the sale of Slaves in 
satisfaction of the debts of their owners. Among the whole 
range 4>f projected improvements in the colonial system, there 
is, perhaps, none which, on an attentive consideration, will be 
found to present more difficulties than this. 

As far as the rules of colonial law, respecting the sale of 
SlaVes, are to be collected from the: documents in this office, 
they may, I conceive, be stated, without any material inac- 
curacy, as follows : — 

First, it appears to be a general maxim in our colonial Juris- 
prudence, that the whole property of the debtor, whether real 
4>r personal, and all his interest in real estates, whether, legal or 
equitable, may be taken in execution, and sold in satisfaction 
of any judgment against him. I, further collect, that, in the 
order of sale, the executive officer, . of the courts (the sheriff 
or provost marshal) is bound to seize and sell such property 
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in the following order; that is, he is first to take the several 
crops, then the movable goods, then the debts due to the de- 
fendant, then his plantation utensils, then his Slaves, and lastly 
bis land, resorting to the two latter descriptions of property 
only in case of a deficiency in the former. It also seems, that, 
in everv one of the colonies, a judgment has the effect of a 
mortgage upon all the immovable property, and upon all the 
interests in such property which were vested in the debtor 
when the judgment was entered against him : lastly, it seems 
that an earlier judgment will, in the order of payment, take 
.precedence of a later mortgage. 

A judgn/ent having so much greater effect in the Colonies 
than in England, the number entered in the West Indies bears 
a most unusual proportion to the number of the free inhabi- 
tants, and to the extent of their pecuniary transactions. Ano- 
ther result has been, that mortgagees have usually taken judg- 
ments as a collateral security for the advances they have made. 
There is, therefore, a large body of persons holding charges on 
the Slaves throughout the Colonies, which they have acquired 
on the faith of laws passed by the Assemblies, and subse- 
quently approved by the Crown. Now, if a law were intro- 
duced by which the sale of Slaves, under legal process, in sa- 
tisfaction of the debts of the proprietor, were prohibited absor 
lutely and without qualification, the rights thus acquired under 
acts of Assembly would be subverted ; and I am not prepared 
to recommend a measure trenching so largely qn the rights of 
private property. Supposing that the prohibition were, pro- 
spective only, and that it therefore should affect merely those 
debts which might subsequently be contracted, still the Provost 
Marshal might put up the utensils and the land itself to sale ; 
and it is obviously innpaterial to the present question, whether 
the Slaves are sold without the land, or the land without the 
Slaves ; supposing further, that both the land, the Slaves, and 
the utensils/ were withdrawn from legal process, if the proprie- 
tor still retained the power of voluntary sale, the practical re- 
sult would be this,— that men would then relieve their necessi- 
ties by selling their Slaves as they could find purchasers, in- 

o 
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•lead of borrowing money on the credit of them as at preserit. 
It seems then to follow* that the absolute prohibition of the 
sale of §laves, in satisfaction of the debts of the' proprietory 
would n<rt have 1 the effect of preventing th^ Ibrced sepdration 
of the Slave from his home, unless the right of vbkmtaf y s&fc 
were also t&kenaway.' But a prohibition ' thirs extensive r ii ; tf 
more considerable innovation on the law than I am prepared to 
recommend.' • : * '"** '' : 

It is -satisfactory, however, to remark, that although *the 
theory *of thje law allows the s&ie of Slaves to pay the debtis of 
the owner, yet in practice audi sales can only fake plac'i 
where the owner has the fee simple- of the land and Slaves, 
(which, from the practice of strict entails, in the West Indies', 
is, in many of the colonies, unusual,) and has also- not con- 
tracted any mortgage debt, which (I am afraid) is, in most 
of them, still more uncommon. The land and the Slaves being 
almost universally settled, or mortgaged as one consolidated 
property* the rights of the reversioner, ot remainder- man in 
the one case, and of the mortgagee in the other, necessarily 
prevent the creditor from selling the Slaves apart'frorn the latfd.* 
I am therefore, disposed to infer that the great- majority df 
Slaves whoare brought to sale for payment of their master's debts; 
whether under the old English writ of " Venditioni exponas* 
in Jamaica,, or under the general executions directed by the 1 
Court Acts of the smaller islands, are sold with the land, and 
suffer no other alteration from the transaction than that of a 
change pf masters. . The Slaves who are sold separately are 
therefore, in- all probability (for the 'returns give no accurate* 
information on this paint), for the greater part, those*' ! Who are* 
not habitually worked upon the plantations, and are hi general 
, the domestic servants of their owners, or are empKoyed b'y 'the 
lower classes of freemen in various menial ; occupations far fne* 
profit* of their masters. Slaves thus circuhistanded are hb't 
perhaps materially injured by a corripulsory sale, since theirem-* 
payments are not such as to create strong local attachments:** 

Still to whatever degree ihe removal of Slaves from r^nelf 
homes, to satisfy the debts of their ' owners, may 'fccftrV'it'iJ 
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<*Mwwty:fo.tHMt;fh#ul()»>if possible, be, preveritedy amd.tba* 
#PKRA9fr>li nboitjdrte . tafejti&gtfutBt the, more fr«q»ebt occurs 
ffe#$ft .of #jch .ceiHoyatai taetfter.* I apv therefore^ with- *e- 
%an$€t0 the prfced>iip$ renjajiks, todittciyoittoJcallHtiiet ati- 
tention of the Legislature of ; 1he,eolohy of ■ .•> iin«> » »; . t 
ftL*h?.; frfowpig AOftepd«nc»tsi Of tbe ljtfv upon ithisafeubject. 
^itjjQjut intfriflgmg q» the fight? of any judgment eiedH<w%.wl» 
mejatpjesentjiqld ufts^tkfieil jinlgm^a^^protisiea night be 
inad^ for preventing? the keeping of mien judgm*n ts^nlive :aftef 
-the debts, tor which they map have been; obtained -shall Jiaye 
been 'really satisfied.! A tim.e should, also, be- fixed beyond 
which np existing judgment $hould be capable of being e*«- 
torped, ;Witb r,eferejiqe to judgments, whicii may be .hereafter 
obtained, the. executions Jo issue, on them might perhaps b*t 
both in form ajid effect, a sequestration rather than a. sale/; 
.that if to say, the; creditor might be permitted to take pqaaos* 
fijon.of (hfeeMate, Slaves, and utensils, and to hold them: toge* 
Xib.«r ttftfLhis cjaipis were satisfied by the proceeds ; of *h« 
rient^ajAdj profits of the land, Slaves* and utensils,} iaigb*ib« 
frUt ty ftir&fd$ as one, entire- lot, withoutjreno*io£<jthem.)oii4 
frpjfl*h« ; q!tyejr; If, ho*yever> the; substitution, u of >a;s*qttt&» 
?t«atipO| Oan.a sale^ sJwwld not be practidabJe^jtibtfciOobfajiHiar 
pjaft ( w&?;h Ijcain suggest is that of direction 4hatfcheulandj 
&teYjes,J4pd : plantation *ten*tls*baUj always fee sbklitagcthttUin 
4#je*0tir£!lat. Jt may^teo.be 6l^edjent)ioV Qlr ^^ ttelt Blavda 
^JpalJt&ot.iifcjfutjUjrft be ««imder*d as/separate assets /onitite 
P^meHtftf debts,ofjthft deceased o*vnfer,i b^yt: that. tl^dlaiidi and 
SJftYfl&i hftd>r>iantaUo i n atQfk* bhblhalwayikjbeaftld together • « 
act-WMhe ^Mgatrilto^albtSJaueSi whether attached to dssates or 
#!Qt*<yqu c wilJi;|>rapo$e an enactment :prohibiriqg; tliedc: being 
japjdiia^ftrt.fr/^n «»eic fhustondft.ar) ^i«es,/of apart froni ariy 
^^diH'^^Vi^lbeiiyader^theujage^of : 14. As unhappily tfae 
^u^eiof.macriaga has t ;|wre«fe/tted; the t growth $f any legal ne> 
Jfeltovriuf* bejfree* thet&hfcefi* the prohibition rnn*t extend. to 
4»^|Ca9fiaf:r^pf^(/hfusbnoil^, wire*,: 6*. children. I hare also 
teWHKPftt* tbatitf tbe debtor should not be the proprietor 
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both of the husband and wife, or of the parents and children, 
an appraisement should be made of the value of such members 
of a family as are the property of the debtor, and they should _ 
be offered at something below such appraised value to the pro- 
prietor of the other members of the family. 

On the subject of the punishment of Slaves, I have already 
in some degree anticipated the object of the present despatch, 
by directing that legislative measures should be proposed for 
preventing the punishment of flogging in every case where Use 
offender is a woman : I also pointed out the necessity of pro- 
hibiting the use of the whip in the field. I have now, in addition 
to those instructions, to direct that you will cause some effec- 
tual law to be submitted to the Legislature, for preventing any 
domestic punishment whatever, until the day following that on 
which the offence may have been committed ; and even then, 
except in the presence of one free person, besides the person 
under whose authority the punishment may be inflicted. If 
the punishment should exceed three lashes, it should be pro- 
vided that a regular entry should be made in a plantation .. 
book to be kept for that purpose, — first, of the nature of the 
offence; secondly, of the .time when, and of the place where, 
it was committed ; thirdly, of the names of the free persons 
present at the punishment; and fourthly, of the number of 
lashes received. The accuracy of the entries in this book 
should be certified quarterly, by an oath to be taken by the 
owner, manager, or overseer, before a magistrate. As the 
offence of punishing a Slave in the absence of any free person 
would not be susceptible of direct proof, if it should happen 
that the Slaves themselves were not among that class whose 
evidence it is proposed to admit, to insure as far as possible 
the detection of any such counteraction of the law,- it should 
be enacted, that if the person of a Slave should exhibit marks 
of recent flogging or mutilation, which he or any other Slave 
should state to be the traces of punishment not duly registered, 
such appearances should be considered sufficient to raise a pre- 
sumption of the law having been broken, and the manager or 
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overseer should be condemned to suffer a given peoilty to be 
enacted, unless he could repel that presumption by sufficient 
evidence. 

The last subject to which I propose at preseut to advert is 
-the necessity of insuring to the Slave the enjoyment of what- 
ever property he may be able to acquire. For this purpose, 
Savings Banks should be, established under legislative autho- 
rity, upon the model of those in England ; but, with this alter- 
ation, viz. that the depositor should, at the time of first becom- 
ing a subscriber, state, towhotn, iu the event of his own death, 
the fund is to devolve. An entry of this declaration being 
duly registered at the Bank/should be declared equivalent to a 
"will, in the absence of any other. 

In conclusion, I hate most earnestly to impress upon you 
the necessity of proceeding to carry these improvements into 
effect, not only with all possible dispatch, but in the spirit of 
perfect and cordial co-operation with the efforts of his Majes- 
ty's Government. More particularly, you will be attentive to 
have the necessary laws framed with such precaution and fore- 
sight, as, if possible, to provide an effectual security for the 
faithful observance of them. To this end, you will consult 
with the legal advisers of the Crown on the frame of the ne- 
cessary bills, and you will from time to time communicate with 
me upon the progress you make in this work, or upon the dif- 
ficulties which may obstruct its completion, and if (what I am 
unwilling to imagine) you should meet with any serious oppo- 
sition, you will lose no time in transmitting to me the necessary 
communication, in order that I may take the earliest opportu- 
nity of laying the matter before Parliament, and submitting for 
their consideration such measures as it may be fit to adopt in 
consequence. 



3. The only other reeommendationof E*rl Bathurst, which 
is as yet before the public, is contained in the following Letter 



t* ifce Governor of ,Barlpiado*s, and transmuted also to the 
Governors of. all Colonies having local Legislatures, dated x 
Downing Street, London, 20th July, 1824. It is as follows : — 

• I lia^e. tjje, bonouj >of. inclosing : a copy of, an Orcjer in 
( CounciJ, fq» thcfimprovementof Jhe condition o( the Slaves in 
Ttf&tfaa\; ( .aud I have, also ta notify. to yon his Majesty's. ap- 
4WJnJraen>t of two bishops— the one for Jamaica, and the. other 
i$r 4ta leeward IsJands— to whom, are to be iat tutted the con - 
Jro.ut o£. tJic clergy, of the Church of England within their 
reftpeejtive dioceses, and the duty. of reporting upon the state 
ipf jthfi Ep^Je^iastical^tablishmeot, particularly as it relates to 
the Slave population, and u{)on the best means .of diffusing 
til* benefits of religious instruction to that part of the com- 
<W«n>y. . 

; J call ypur attention to these measures at ibis moment, for 
tbe s purpps3 of enabling ,you .to bring more completely under 
l^heXfOns^deration of |h£ Legislature* tjie whole o/tbe.meajsure,s 
.wlpch hi & -Majesty's Government have in contemplation, for the 
.jpeljoratipn of ihe §tateof the Slave population. ■• f# ; 
j<. J$is, Majesty's Government, nave been anxious, to r>rove the 
jjftep interest which .they 7 /eel, in,,the encQurage^mcBl .of the 
",r«iUgM>u§ and moral instruction of the Negroes^ .^y at once 
,-lHkwM MRQp tfyems^lves t(i« whole charge pf p)$cjo# i he,' clergy 
rtft |hfc W*»£ bAt** under .ftjaisjjopaJ ,cp,ntroul; an^the^ have 
.dieted tjiat a gyven sum $l\%l\ be .fortuity, placed. s*t the 
vdispoial.of thfi bjfJiop&, for the psurpose^of proy.idiug far J he 
.|p^re imrnediale w^jts of ;p^rsons in holy arde,!*^ within their 
;T^s|)^ctivef diqceses; an<V : )np .Majesty -cpu < fld ! entl f y expects {p 
^c^iverevery assistance from the Assemjjl^^to.jprouiote the 
establishment of a system so calculated to produce the most 
beneficial effects on the morals and habits of the Slave po- 
pulation. f 

With respect to the Order in Council for meliorating the 
'condition of the Slaves hrTrioklad; similar provj$jon# to those 
'which are contained* in that Order will be extended tckDepie- 



RECOMMENDATION OF HIS MA/tfSTY. 103 

rara ahd'Essequebo; Betblce; St. Lucia,' f rre Cape°aitt! Ma\K 
riiiug; with such mbftficalions as may be nefces'Siify '16 a&affjft* 
themto the 1 tiutch kind Frehcfr law sy which 1 ark respectively hV 
force in those poWes^ions: * < ; ' L ,- • >: :1 : • - : ' i : «' > 
\ thi Asseuiby ofBiarb^dDes ^Wed il^l^aiixi^ for iftt 
improvement' of t1/e Slave Code^by' undertaking : irs : revision' 
and consolida^on' previous^ to Ihe arrival hi Barbados off 
my communication upon thtf subject ; and I learnt* w4th satis- 1 
faction^' from an Address of the House 6f 'Asseiably to yBu/ 
that measures promising great amelioration 6r*<He conditibir tit* 
the Slave had been in a state of progress. It' Cannot 'be* too 7 
much deplored tyat any interruption to these ttfea&rfes sftdlilfl* 
have arisen, in consequence of want of unanimity in the" 
branches of the Legislature upoii minor questions; a'nd'it is 
» the confident expectation of his Majesty's Government thai! dn. 1 
an occasion of such high importance to themselves^' and' 'the 1 
well-being of the population under their cafe, adrj of such' 
deep interest no less to Parliament and to his Majesty*s Go-' 
vernment than to all classes in' this' cduntry, the members' bF 
the Legislature of Barbadoes will not suffer any consideration/ 
not necessarily involved in the-tjttes-tion before them, to inter- 
fere with their sense of duty and their concern for the public 
interests. ' » . J 

- On referring to the Minutes of proceeding's in the 
House of Assembly, I observe that petitions have been pre- 
ferred to that body, by the inhabitants of certain parishes of 
Barbadoes, praying that the proceedings for the revision and 
consolidation of the Slave Laws might be immediately resumed ; 
and that at a Meeting of the Assembly on the 18th of Decem- 
ber, the Speaker introduced the Bill comprising that object, 
which had been before the House in a previous session. 
Under these circumstances, I assure myself that you will meet 
with the less difficulty in strongly impressing upon each branch 
of the Legislature the expediency of proceeding without delay 
in the consideration of those measures which have already 
engaged their attention; and, on attentively considering the 
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provisions of tfae> Order io Council, they will 1 not fail to perceive 
much, which practice has already established in Barbadoes, and v 
to coufirm which the sanction of law only is required. In 
comparing it with their own law, and with the amendments of 
that law which % they have admitted to be desirable, they will 
observe, (hat upon the same principles, many of the suggested 
alterations must be considered as improvements, and by em- 
bodying in their statutes the other provisions of the Order in 
Council, they will lay the foundation of such a system of gra- 
dual improvement of the condition of the Slave population, as 
will prove equally honourable to the Assembly, and beneficial 
to those for whose advantage it appears to be more immediately 
intended. 

You will readily anticipate the serious extent of the disap- 
pointment, which his Majesty's Government will experience, 
if, unfortunately for their best interests, as well as for the cause 
of humanity, the Legislature of Barbadoes shall reject the 
substance of these regulations, which they must be aware have 
received the sanction of Parliament, and the general approba- 
tion of the country. 



It has been seen above how Barbadoes has treated these 
recommendations. 
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TROPICAL FRKE-LABOUR COMPANY. 

Capital £.4,000,000. 

President. 
. His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester. 

Vice-Presidents, 
William Wilberforce, Esq, 



Right Hon, Lord Calthorpe 
Thomas Babington, Esq. 
Henry Brougham, Esq., iVl. P. 
Thomas Fowell Buxton, Esq., MT.P 
William Evans, Esq., M.P. 



Ste$* Lushington, Esq.DiC.L,M«P« 
William Smith, Esq., M. P. 
James Stephen, Esq. 
Daniel Sykes, Esq., M.F. 
W. W. Whitmore, Esq., M.P, 



Provisional Committee. 



T. G. Babington, Esq. 
* G. G. Babington, Esq. 
n Edward Carroll, Esq. 

James Cropper, Esq. 

Henry Drummond, Esq. 

William Fry, Esq. 
' G. G. Larpem, Esq. 



Z. Maeaulay, Esq. 
Henry Pownall, Esq. 
W,F. Reynolds, Esq. 
Anthony Robinson, Esq. 
Thomas Sturge, Jun., Esq. 
Joseph Trueman, Esq. 
Henry Waymoutb, Esq, 



Bankers.— Sir P. Pole, Bart., Thornton, Free, Down, and Scott, Bartho- 
~ lomew Lane ; and Messrs. Drummond and Co., Charing Cross. ; 

; Solicitors.— Messrs Tilsori and Preston, 29 Colman Street. 

Secretary, — John Dougan, Esq., 18 King's-Arms Yard, Coleman Street; 
— to whom all communications, and applications for Shares/ may be 
addressed. • » 

Thb. object pf this Company, is to promote, within the ,Bri- 
. tish Dominions, the growth of the several articles of Tropical 
: Prertoetton, by means of Free Labour. :, ; : - 

With respect to Indigo, this object has be,en already, ac- 

fttaplisbed, It was once produced solely by the. labour 
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of Slaves iu (he West Indies and America. fn conse- 
quence of the application of British skill and capital to its 
production, qearly the whole of that article which is now con- 
sumed in Europe, amounting iu value to about Four Millions 
sterling, is raised by free labour, and almost entirely in British 
India. 

A similar effect might have been expected with respect to 
Cotton, had the same means' been employed irf the same quar- 
ter to extend its culture and to improve its quality. This, 
however, has not been done; and therefore the Cotton Trade 
of our Asiatic Dominions continues to labour under many dis- 
advantages. Swell, utever fheless, was the impulse given to the 
importation of East-India Cotton, on the opening of the trade 
with that country, thai in a few. years its price throughout the 
world was reduced' to nearly half its former amount* 

On this extraordinary 'fall of price, the Cottdn of fndht, 
which is of the lowest quality, was neglected, and no further 
atterition writs paid, by Europeans, either tails culture, or to 
the improvement of its staple. Had a contrary course beeu 
pursued, it cannot be doubted that the present alarming in- 
crease iu the price of, that article might have been, prevented. 
It is now the more important to provide an*fl*ctu*l brcaedy 
for such an incouvenience ; : and for this, hidia seems to hold 
out the onjy eertain and permanent resource. ',>••/ 

The official value of the Cotton Goods exported fram Great 
iVitftiu in 1824 amounts to a sum exceeding Thirty Millions 
sterling. The continued and progressive prosperity, therefore, 
of the vast interests which «are connected with our Cotton ma- 
nufactures, and which obviously involve most deeply the in* 
tecesjs of the. nation a^ large, requires that a vigorp us effort 
should be made to enlarge the importation, from Brttishindia, 
of Cotton Wool of superior quality, if possible, to any which 
is now grown there. Without such an effort, our manufac- 
turers are likely to fee reduced to very serious difficulties fimn 
that enhanced price of this indispensible article, which mhst 
be the effect of an increasing consumption without a ettires- 
*T*Qnding increase in the supply ; while a new impoko wiiMse 



TROPICAL FRBE-LA.P0U.llt COMPANY. 107, 

girtn to the extension of the.. Slave Trade and Slavery in tbt 
possessions of Foreign Nation*. 

It will not be denied thai much may be done, by ap Allo- 
cation like the present, to counteract these evils, by stimulat- 
' ing the increased growth of Cot top jo India, and by f*cilj.taf- 
ingiand encouraging the substitution. .of ,superJQ^ 4eactiptio»)S , 
of that Article, for the Jow and comparatively worthless kinds, 
which are now grown ther,^ To this trnjy national olyfc^tt^e 
attention of the Tropical t Ftee-labour C-oropaov wilj he parti- 
cularly directed. • , 

Another main purpose, fog which this Company, has bee»\ 
formed, is to promote the .production of Sugar by Free labour. 

The -British Dominion* in Asia are wfll adapted to the growth 
of this article, and are capable of supplying. it to an indefinite,, 
extent; but, from the untkilfulness of the natives io the pro- 
cess^of manufacturing if, combined with their want of capita^ 
and the fiscaj restrictions to which it is t subje,ct, little progress 
has hitherto been ma^de in. introducing the Sugar of ilia t part 
of the, world jnjo gjmexaj coosumpjion. If effectual meaQs* 
however, we*e,adopte4 o/ ob^iatiugpll^ese disadvantages* tfie 
Sugar Trad* of British India coul^ not fail rapidly to increase. 

The requisite, means to this end have been fully pointed out^ 
in a sjqell pamphlet published by H a t,<?har,d, apd eqH'UeoV " Jfrflr. , 
India, Sugar ; or, an Inquiry respecting the Means., of improv- 
ing the Quality, a^nd reducing the. Cost of Sugar raised by 
Free Labour in the East, In^ifs.", The statements contained in 
it are takjen frouTauthentic documents*, officially furnished to 
the Easi-India, Company, and by them laid before thg public. 
That East-India §Mgar m^ be made a profit af)learti()l r e of 
cult*ffe,even under. a|| thf disadvantages with, which it has to con- 
tend, n0 one, who candidly examines the evidence there prod uced, 
willdouwt. Whal>4s .chj«J)jr, require!} is* that British intelligence, 
and- British capital shouloVbe employed to give, a* impulse,: and 
a right direction toXhe. industry of tlie natives ; by encourag- 
ing the qiQ&e, esJiensi ve, } cultivation flf , Sugar ; by inpijro vjng t|ie 
mode and l<*senipg the c*pep*$ of iu< ma,rwfecfure ; and by. 
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thus, generally, raising its quality, and diminishing its tost, so 
as to render it an article of more enlarged and mote beneficial 
commercial intercourse with our Asiatic possessions than it m 
at present. 

The Tropical Free<*la hour Company proposes, therefore, to 
direct a large share of its attention to the objects of promoting 
tbe Cultivation and manufacture of Sugar by Free Labour in * 
British India, and of facilitating its admission into general use, 
not only in the United Kingdom, but in all other parts of the 
world. This would be chiefly effected by introducing into 
India improved modes of manufacture ; and by making such 
safe and judicious advances to the manufacturers, and, through 
them, to the cultivators of the soil, as may be necessary to , 
promote the increase of production. Such advances as may 
be made from year to. year, with the view of promoting the 
growth or manufacture* of Sugar, or of any other article of 
tropical growth, will be annually liquidated by the consign* 
nient of the produce thus raised to the Company ; whose 
profits will arise from the usual commissions on the sale of 
such produce, and the interest -chargeable on its advances. 
' The course which it is intended to pursue in this respect, 
has had the sanction of lengthened experience. It is precisely ' 
that course which has been uniformly pursued in similar Cases 
by the East-India Company, and by the Capitalists of British 
India; and which has already proved so signally successful in 
promoting' the cultivation of Indigo, and in otherwise develop- 
ing the faculties of that vast and fertile region. 

Proceeding on the data already referred to, and which stand • 
fully confirmed by other satisfactory testimony, it appears that ' 
the whole advance which can be required for the production, 
for example, of a ton of Sugar would be from twelve to about 
fifteen or sixteen pounds, even on the supposition, which is a 
very improbable one, that the manufacturer possessed no funds 
of his own. To ensure, therefore, the production of 10,000 
tons of Sugar annually, the utmost advance that could be re- 
quired would not exceed 160,000/. And it is obvious, that, if 
the success of the Company should be such as may fairly be 
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expected, it would be possible greatly to enlarge its efforts. An 
additional supply of 10,000 tons of Sugar might be raited by 
every fresh advance of 160,000/.; until a sufficient amount of 
capital should be employed 'fully to meet that growing demand, 
for Sugar which may be anticipated from the > combined effect * 
of the diminished cost of its production and the incjeqsing 
prosperity of the Empire. ..!: 

The advantage which would accrue to the commercial in-. * 
terests of Great Britain, and still more of Ireland, by the ex- 
tensive creation of fresh means of making returns, to. meet the, 
rapidly increasing demand of bur manufactures- on the part of 
the immense population- of British India— to say nothing of 
the benefits which would thus be conferred on that population 
— is too obvious to need to be insisted on. But it .-will not be 
the least powerful recommendation of the scheme to . multi- 
tudes, that, if it should succeed, it must eventually tend to 
extinguish Slavery in Foreign as well as in British Colonies, 
and to put a final period to the Foreign Slave-Trade, which, 
still prevails on the coast of Africa. 

Although the preceding statements have, an especial refer- 
ence to British India, yet the Tropical Free-labour Company 
does not intend to confine its views to that quarter, but to ex- 
tend them, as fair openings may occur, to the British Domi- 
nions in other parts of the world, and particularly in Africa 
and the West Indies. , 

The capital of the Tropical Free-labour Company is fixed, 
for the present, at Four Millions. of pounds Sterliqg, to be 
divided into eighty thousand Shares of fifty pounds each. 

The conduct of its affairs will be intrusted to a Board of 
Directors' in London, to be chosen by the Subscribers; but at 
each of the Outports of the' United Kingdom, where subscrip- 
tions shall be received to the amount ef 100,000/. y a Subsidiary 
Board will be appointed, to receive consignments and effect 
sales at such port. In the meantime, a Provisional Committee 
has been named; for the purpose of carrying into effect the 
proposed plan ;' and to th^m it is left to take the- nccessafy 
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and i^triatteiisjfor its .government; (^collect further inform** 
ttov; to^taUisktiagendea; aad>otberwise to promote the ob* 
je«4* cont*mplated>ty tlw 'present* Prospectus. 

Tb enable theXoairaittee *e4Fccf ually* to.proceeute. tlieae ohr 
jeetsy tbe**8umof« One Fowad p*r< share wi II b* required t*be«: 
paid by the Subscribers to one or other *o/r the Jtankerssnamedf 
above, as soon as they shall have received notice of the shares 
that have been appropriated to> 4 hem* 

When rhe Board of Directors, shall haiw. been, chosen, they 
slml^be^^tMiber^ro make- fartheri calls* on. the>Sub$crtbefi 9 as> 
circumstance* may require, lo the amount^ in: all* oft ten. per 
cent., or Five Pounds per* share *of< the capital/subscribed;* Btst* 
before any. oaU beyond ten'percejtt* shall »be«made, the Direc- 
tors must be authorized to do so by a General Meeting in 
London, specially sdfflmonetf for tiae:rpurpose, on* a day of. 
which four weeks' notice shall be given; before which Meeting 
the Directors shall lay a full view of' the. state and progress of 
the Company's a flairs. " *• 

The Shares of this Company will not ; be4rar»ferra*ble ^witb- 
dut the' consent 01^ the Directors. : 



To this Prospectus it seems pfoptfr to subjoin the following 
considerations, extracted from one of the daily journals, which 
exhibit some of the advantage* which may be expected to 
flow from bringing Free labour into competition with Slave 
labour. — - 

"In contequejhce of the high prices w^jc^i Cotton, Siijgsft 
Updigo, and Silk, now bear in the; British maxkefv it must, be 
allowed, that the prospect of, benefit, from, tb« t jpfiipiqua em r 
ployment of capital in promoting their, more extended cultiva? 
lion, is, at present, very encouraging, evep if w$ should lopji 
wo farther than toitbe regpila^ progressive increase of, 11?$ ma- 
n u fa ct ure s of Great Britain. But. when we turn qur, view, to 
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Istbnd/it* importatoe*is ^vastly' fwcreoted. ''At a 1 mO(ter*fe' *V- 
fiwate, vfe have tbeve aipoputatfon of Ub*ee ttijffiotis wftouJIts 

^g«ctA«ie^a(w^i0ihmfi«g^«^(tto|W#y, bat who ^haVe/'at 
present, no other' imploywea*. vWbtt Madtttfee 'femaitts tyr 
them but manufactures ? Manatfae^o^s, however, Wrtittot Be 
*8taWi8fced-wit*iotiffetfitrf«^iate»^^y*f tfce raw ttMterial; 
and. this* it is one great obj*cti of- -this Company to famish. ( fn 
reference, Iherefote, to IrdKnd^atid^al^o to Iridia, rtilltiiofe, 
if possible, Unto to Great Britain, ir may be regarded aVfettn- 
*»# at.grand <i»k k* the chain *f those *nettns%> which, accord- 
ing to the enlightened views* promulgated in the KtdgV9pe*Ch 

*nt the opening of toe present session, ad Unrestricted' edntftfetHJe 
snay be tnade the instrument of promoting tfce improvement 
•lid civilisation of mankind. 

" And wbature the ob*tacfcs\io prevent our reaping these 
ndvantagea? Chiefly the remaining impolitic 'restrictions on 
trade, and above all 'the bounties and protecting duties <which 
bave hitherto been given to support Colonial Slavery. Slavery 
ia a most exfleusivc system ; and it Could not long toa id tain its 
ground if those enlightened principles were. suffered so Operate 
oponttwtncbareiftow almost tfaiversaily recognised ^ and+tfhteh 
are actediiipon in almostifevery other department o£ eommeite. 
Let it -not > toe "forgotten* that * (lie direct pecuniary sacrifices 
•wbich we have been, making im&ouaciessaod protecting "duties 
for the support of 'Slavery, ttnd to civil and ^ mill ta/y establish- 
ment* tokeep the Slaves »iu» a ubjectioo, cannot be estimated at 
less than about two millions aHUHially, independently voffcue. 
serious obstructions whicbthe present system opposes 'itofttue 
general ox tension of oar » comoaef ce. This; system- conttracpj, 
notwithstanding the liberality o»f oar professed principles, wamt 
is it but an isolated monument of oar folly, wbieb it>*s eased* 
tial to expose in all-its naked deformity, , and which; wtoen it 
eonies to be justly appreciated, will cot long -remain to shock 
the reelings while it impedes the prosperity of the country! 

"<But to return to Ireland: If the people of Ireland are to 
be«mpIoyed in manufactures, not only will a supply of the raw 
♦material be wanted, bat a new market must be sound for the 
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o^uufaqtwsec} article* Now both, these wants may be adequately 
supplied by, British India. And. what prevents it?. Chiefly 
ithe^naprow, polity whtelju obstructs the migration to India of an 
.a^e/jua^ nuinher of intelligent agents, and the. high. duties im* 
pose4 on EasMndtan produce. 

" The cotton trade of Great Britain does not employ more 
, tjian two, millions of her population* The value of our import 
of cotton wool in, the last year did not exceed six millions ster- 
ling: .but the value of the goods manufactured from that wool 
(including both our home consumption and our export) amount- 
ed to at least sixty millions.. This amazing increase of value 
(tenfold) was effected by the labour of about two millions of 
people. And yet in Ireland we have three millions of people 
who, I conceive, are shut out from a like beneficial employ- 
ment only by our absurd and mischievous restrictions. 
,. "But to take another view of the subject, fourteen millions 
of people in Great Britain raise an aunual revenue of more 
than fifty- two millions sterling. Seven millions of people in 
Ireland, it as fully employed as they are in Great Britain, 
••would be able. to raise twenty-six millions. In their present 
distressed and miserable condition, they raise a revenue, and 
.that with great diffieuly, of four or five millions. How largely 
. then should we gain, even in revenue, by giving to Ireland the 
.advantages of numerous manufactures, and an extended 
-trade! We might, then, take off more than a third of our 
i; present, taxes. But. to produce these results, it seems abso- 
lutely necessary in the first instance to secure an adequate 
r supply of the, raw material, arid a market for the manufactured 
. • produce,— objects which seem readily attainable by carrying 
> into, effect the very principles which are now universally recog- 
nised as sound and beneficial. 

- "But on< the supposition that we refuse to aet on these prin- 
ciples, what must be the result? The intercourse between 
England and Ireland, be it remembered, is now so facilitated 
' by means of steam boats, that if we do not find employment 
. for the people of Ireland at home, they will migrate hither in 
order to share our employments. And when we consider that 
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it is the poor Irish, whom want has driven from their homes, 
who half fill our gaols, at least in the manufacturing districts ; 
and who, by cheapening labour, drive our own population to 
the parish for subsistence ; may we not say, that millions of 
our poor and county rates, arrowing to the protracted poverty 
and wretchedness of Ireland ? 

" Th4 people of EAgland have well performed one part of 
their duty, by petitioning against the continuance of Slavery, 
for the support of which we make such enormous sacrifices. 
They have now an opportunity of evincing their sincerity by 
cordially supporting the present and every similar plan, tend- 
ing, as they must, to undermine the very foundation on which 
rests the Slavery, not only of the 800,000 Negroes in the co. 
lonies of Great Britain, but of 'the four or five millions who 
are held in bondage in other parts of the Western world ; and 
to put a final termination also to the Slave Trade, which is the 
disgrace of Europe and the scourge of Africa.". 
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TREATMENT OP SLiLVft$ ■ *• i •-?!."■ 

Two publications have recently appeared, giving an account 
of the island of Jamaica ; one written by : the Rev. Richard 
Bickell, who resided nearly five years as a clergyman in tfrat 
island; the other by M. De la Beche, the proprietor of a 
sugar estate in the parish of Clarendon, called Halse Hall, and 
who was on the spot during the whole of 1824. The latter 
gentleman appears to feel a natural leaning in favour of the 
community of planters, to which he himself belongs ; arid yet 
his statements wonderfully confirm those of Mr. Bickell, and 
of the' Abolitionists generally, in all essential points. The 
account, indeed, which M. De la Beche gives of the manage- 
ment of his own estate, and which is assumed to be correct, 
evinces a more than usual portion of consideration for the 
well-being of his Slaves. Accordingly the decrease which took 
- place during the year of bis residence was very small. In 
March 1823 the number returned, as being then on his estate, 
was 208. When he quitted the island, in December 1824, he 
states the number to have been 207, (96 males and 111 females,) 
being a decrease of only one in about twenty-one months. It 
would appear, however, that previous to J 823 the decrease had 
been much more rapid. The return made in March 1820 states 
the number at that time to have been 233. Between March 1820, 
therefore, and March 1823, the (decrease must have been no less 
than 25, being nearly il per cent, in that time. This decrease 
may possibly admit of some satisfactory explanation, but none 
k given in the pamphlet of M. De la Beche. He merely states, 
in general terms, that, there had been " a decrease' 1 of his 

* See Report, p. 36, line 5— 80. 
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Negroes until the year ending in March 1824, but without any 
specification of its amount* It would have been useful, how* 
eyer, to. have pointed out the causes which Jiad produced such 
a ruinous depopulation previously to his own visit io the island* 
and, the -nature of the changes which' bad attested the course 
of that depopulation during the year when be himself wad pre* 
pent, and when he appears to have paid a laudable degree of 
attention to the temporal and spiritual interests of his Slaves, 
which it were. to be wished be could have said had been imi* 
taled by the planters generally. This, however, he gives his 
r/eader* to understand, was by no means the case. On the 
cqirtiary, almost ali Jbe assertions contained in the paragraph to 
which the present note is appeuded are fully borne out by his 
statements* notwithstanding the caution and reserve with which 
t^ese are obviously given. It may be useful to take them in 
their order^and to compare them with this gentleman's testimony; 

.1. " The depopulation of our Colonies is proceeding at a 
rate which can be explained on no principle but that of. the 
severity of their treatment." . , 

M. Pe la Beche admits that his own Slaves had- hitherto 
decreased ; and authentic documents make that decrease, pre- 
viously to March 1823, to have been proceeding at the enor- 
mous: rate of nearly four per cent, per annum. He admits 
also (p. ,17), that i€ a decrease of Negroes is very ctmmon" en 
f amapca estates, and that in some instances this may be owing 
to ill treatment; £ut he endeavours to account fsr it by assign- 
ing other causes, such as polygamy, promiscuous intercourse, 
licentiousness, and voluntary abortions. It is very, easy to 
excuse ihp planters by calling abortions voluntary. But let it 
, he remembered, that'ihe women work in the field, and under 
the .whip, as long, and as laboriously, as the men ; not even 
pregnant women being excused from their full proportion of 
labour,: until their .pregnancy is visible io the eye of the over- 
seer* It is well known, however, that most of the abortions 
take place (the 1 .liability to them being then greatest) in the 
tarty periodsrof gestation, and long before any external marks of 
it aw perceivable. And as for their licentious habits, have not 



116 APPENDIX F. 

these been promoted not merely by the utter neglect of their 
moral culture, but by* the profligate example, as well as by the 
seductions, of their superiors ? There exists not to this hour, 
in Jamaica, a tingle law encouraging, legalizing, or protecting 
the marriages of Slaves. What can be a more decisive proof 
of ill-treatment than this 1 Even in Africa, though polygamy 
prevails, yet the institution of marriage is anxiously maintained 
and protected ; while, in the West Iudies, Africans and their 
descendants rank in this respect with the brutes. What signify 
the Methodist marriages of which this gentleman speaks t 
These have no legal sanctions ; neither indeed have even 
marriages of Slaves by the Established Clergy. Admitting, 
therefore, all M. De la Beche's explanations respecting the 
causes of depopulation to be just, they still resolve themselves 
into that grand <cause assigned by the Abolitionists— -M* t*//- 
ireatment of the Staves, atod the state of brutish degradation 
in which they are kept. 

- 2. #l Tbey still labour under the whip without wages." 

M. De la Becbe says, that he has abolished the use of the 
whip as a stimulus to labour on his own estate ; and that Mr. 
Hibbert has also abolished it on Albion estate. He adds, 
" Our Negroes have been quite as orderly, if not more so, since 
the carrying of the driver's whip has been discontinued ; and 
our work is as^rell done, though I was gravely warned that such 
innovations would cause every species of insubordination." 
(p. 17.) He does not state, however, what it is which he has 
substituted in the place of this stimulus. Had he given wages 
it would doubtless have been mentioned. This is a point on 
which he ought to have been more clear and explicit, for the 
sake of his brother planters, who deny that the whip can be 
dispensed with. But what is M. De la Beche's account of 
the general practice in this respect? "The most comnjon 
mode of calling the Jamaica Negroes to their labour, (and also 
from their labour to breakfast, p. 19,) is by the cracking of 
the driver's whip;" a " barbarous practice" which he wishes 
" might be discontinued." " It is much to be regretted," he 
adds, ." that considerable martinetism exists on some pro- 
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perties with regard to the time when the Negroes ought to as- 
semble in the morning : then it is that the Negroes staffer most 
from the driver's whip ; for he unfortunately can, upon his own 
authority, inflict punishment bn those who are not in time* ; 
thus making him the judge of an excuse that might appear 
quite valid to the overseer, though I by no means wish to state, 
that the overseers always lean to the side of justice, believing 
thit not above one half of them are qualified to wield the power, 
that, under existing circumstances, must necessarily be entrusted 
to them" (p. 10.) So that, even by the frank admission of this 
planter, one half of the overseers of Jamaica, who have the 
destiny of the Slaves in their hands', are unfit to wield the un- 
limited authority Confided to them. But he goes on : " With 
very few exceptions, the drivers on Jamaica estates carry 
either whips or cats ; on some they are little used ; but I am 
afraid they are not always mere symbols of authority." " On 
estates where the whip is permitted as a stimulus to labour, 
the driver stands near the Negroes, when at work, and has the ^ 
power of inflicting punishment at his own discretion upon those 
who may to him appear idle; a power, as may easily be imagined, 
liable to much abuse, and which should be abolished." (p. 21.) 
This is decisive language, on the part too of one who attri- 
butes to the Abolitionists the use of unmeasured invective. 

3. " They are still chattels. They are still not the subjects 
of law, but of individual caprice. They are still without any 
civil or political rights. Even their marriages are still unsanc- 
tioned and unprotected by any legal recognition.". 

This last evil has been already adverted to. M. De la Beche 

does not say; that marriage is even now encouraged. All be 

says is, that " I have never heard or known of a late instance 

in Jamaica where it was discouraged. 1 ' And he goes on to ac- 

. count for its infrequency by observing, that " the mass of the 



* It will be remembered with what clamour and invective the Rev. 
Mr. Cooper was assailed, as guilty of falsehood and calumny, when he 
made precisely the same statement in^the pamphlet entitled .'* Negro 
Slavery." - * 
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Bkok population have •till a very great objection to this state." 
Undoubtedly tbey hafc ; and bo would .the population of Eng- 
land if the state of the law- and of manners was the same in 
England as in Jamaica. Who .would marry in, England if there 
were no law to protect marriage; if the marriage bed could 
be violated with, impunity ; if an attempt Jo recent or punish 
% the violation might be visited, as rebellion, with stripes or with 
death; if the conjugal tie «nigbt be .abruptly torp asunder by 
thewtil of either party, or by the a^fcitrary vjll of third par- 
tie*, or by their insolvency or death.; tf the married pair had 
no interest in their children, they being as, umpli the properly 
and at the disposal .of another as the cajves or the Jambs of 
the grazier ; and, above all, if no disgrace or discredit, or dis- 
qualification of any .kind attached to either women or men op 
account of their living, in illicit and unrestrained concubinage ? 
Who would marry in Epgland were such the case there ? And 
yet such is the case in Jamaica. Now, surely H* De la Bet-he 
might have accounted for the objections of the Blacks to mar- 
riage on better ground? t bap that of their non*advancepient in 
civilisation. Does he mean .then to jay, that they are not as 
far adwicedun civilization as the Africans are in their native 
land ; as the Hottentots, forex*inpIe,.or as the Indians in North 
America, or as the Esquimaux, or as the New Hollanders? 
The near approximation of the Slaves to civilized Europeans, 
or rather their domestication with them, must, in that case, 
have operated inversely to its more natural and obvious tear 
dency. But in what nation, savage or civilized, except among 
the Slaves of polished and enlightened Europeans, can he point 
out so singular a brutishness and debasement of the human na- 
ture as is implied in the non-existence of marriage among theft 1 
The other evils mentioned above are rather impbed in the 
general tenor of the pamphlet than expressly mentioned in it. 
They are so obvious, however, as not to haye required any di- 
rect recognition, or they will be found involved in the point 
which follows. 

4. " Their evidence is still generally inadmissible against 
free persons." 
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This is Admitted by M. be la Beche (p. 49) J and the utmost 
he can say is, that " some persons m Jamaica, and himself 
among the rest," are* favourable to the principle of Negro cvi* 
dence being adnuttetf. But what a total destitution of all 
civil and political rights, and what ail exposure to individual 
caprice is iuipfttf d hi the inadmissibility e( their evidence ! 

«\ * Their manumission is. still, obstructed*" lij: 

In Jamaica, a bond for 100& was requked o» the JBftJulmbsktfi 
of every Slave; «hd in- a variety of caaes>of mortgaged or cejatesfr 
Hd property, or where the owner was a minor* manumission <vt as 
not practicable* The necessity of giving tke* bond in question, 
M. De la Beche says, has recently been dispensed with* although 
it would appear from the act* of which he gives an abstract, that 
even this dispensation is partial. That act professes to give 
facilities to manumissions* but. it does so very ineffectually; 
indeed it is little better than a mockery. What is chiefly want- 
ed, is not a law enabling masters, in certain specified cases, 
to grant manumissions, but entitling the Slaves to claim bM 
to obtain their freedom, whenever they have the meads of . 
paying for it at a fair and equitable appraisement; On- this 
point, M. De la Beche, contrary to his usual candour, is so far 
infected by West-Indian, prejudices, as to object to giving to 
the Negro a power of purchasing his own freedom, or thai of 
hi* wife and children. And the reason he assigns for enter- 
tainiftg this objection,, is not a little singular. '.'To those 
who possess local knowledge*, or have made themselves ac- 
quainted with the Negro character, difficulties will present 
themselves which, if not. guarded against by some regulations, 
might involve the planter in great embarrassment; for his bejf 
and moat industrious people are alone likely to avail themselves 
of this right, and he therefore would be saddled with the 
worthless and unprofitable, with whom he 'would be unable to 



* This gentleman's local knowledge was not very extensive. But, 
even had it been much more so, there often exists along win ft, -fach 
a thing as local prejudice, which is apt to grow in a like troportion. 
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cultivate the property." (p. 50J— Now, le} any man weigh 
this mode of reasoning— and it is one which, it is to be feared, 
prevails very generally in the West Indies— and what will. he 
iind to he its result but the condemnation of the whole Negro 
race to perpetual and irreclaimable Slavery 1 The industrious 
and deserving -are too good to be parted with* even a.t their 
fair price ; and, of course, the worthless and unprofitable are 
never likely to obtain those means of redemption which must 
be the fruit either of their own industry, or of their master's 
favour. What a system must that of West-India slavery be, 
which could even suggest to the mind of a benevolent man^ 
such an objection, a* this, and still more, which could induce 
him seriously to entertain and to urge it!, If a proof were 
wanting of the absolute necessity of parliamentary interference, 
to remove the obstacles to manumission, it would be found in 
the view taken of the subject by M, De la Beche, < 

6. "Even after being made free, they are still liable to be re- 
duced again to slavery, if unable to produce proof of freedom*" 

M. De la Beche says nothing on this enormity. Had it 
ceased to exist, he would doubtless have stated the fact. But 
there is abundant proof of its continuance at the very time 
lie himself resided in the islaqd. In the Jamaica Gazette of 
July 3, 1824, there appears the following advertisement. 

« Kingston Wbrk.nonse, May 38, 1824. t. 

" Notice is herebylgiven, That unless the undermentioned 
Slave is taken out of this workhouse, prior to Monday the 20th 
• day of July next, he will, oa that day, v between the hours of 
ten and twelve o'clock in the forenoon, be put up to public ' 
sale, and srfd to the highest and best bidder, at Harty's Ta- 
vern, in this city, agreeably to the Workhouse Law in force, 
for payment of his Jecs. ' 

" William Hall, a Portuguese African Negro-man, says that 
he was sold on the coast when a boy, to a Captain Roper, who 
commanded a ship called the Eliza, with whom he went to 
England twice, and finally went away from him while then, 
and came to Jamaica in the ship Duke, Captain Smith, as a 
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servant, ia lieu of. passage moneys and has ever since been 
lien©* • •'•••' ■» 

" By brdet mt the Cdmmissiotteti, 

'*' Henry Broughton, Superintehdant." 

Now, here we have a Negro man, clakaed as a Slave by no 
one, accused of ho crime, but who ia seised as a runaway, 
pat in jail; and at fast sold for the payment of his jail fees, 
Where is he now, and what is his condition 1 He had been 
twice in England. The last time he was there, be qaitted the 
only person who could claim any title to him, and asserted, 
as he had a good right to do, his liberty ; but going to Ja- 
maica, and living there for some time, he is at*length; in that 
Christian land, in that land which boasts its free, its British, 
Constitution, seized and sold as a Slave. What worse could 
have happened to him at Algiers or Tunis? But ought not 
the Secretary of State for his Majesty's Colonies to interfere 
in a case of this atrocious nature, where, under the pretended 
operation of law, administered in the King's name, men en- 
titled to his protection, are thus made the subjects of the most 
odious and brutal oppression? What signify our Abolition 
Laws, if such scandalous acts of kindnapping and Slave- trad- 
ing can take place, openly and legally too, (if the word legal 
will admit of such a prostitution,) in the largest city in the 
British West-Indies, and within a few miles of the residence 
of a British Governor? If a foreign state were thus to treat 
a British subject, it would be regarded as justly furnishing a 
cause of war. But here, in one of our own colonies, the lo- 
cal authorities have the audacity to seize and enslave, and, in 
open day and by public auction, vend for his jail fees, a man 
who, by the laws of. England, had obtained his freedom, and 
war as fully entitled to preserve it unimpaired as the superiq* 
tendant of the Workhouse, or as the Duke of Manchester him-- 
self* Is there no process by which such an atrocious transac- 
tion as this can he brought before some competent tribunal ? . 

But, to take another instance, no less flagrant : In the. 
Royal Gaaette of Jamaica, of the 13th September 1924, A 
contained the following advertisement. — 



•o "Manchester Workhouse, August 4, 18*4. 

*' Notice is hereby given, That unless the under-mentioned 
Slaves are taken out of this Workhouse prior to Wednesday 
the 20th day of September next, they will on that day, be- 
tween the hours of ten and twelve o'clock in the forenoon, be 
put up to public sale, and sold to the highest and best bidder, 
at the Court House, Mandeville, agreeably to the Workhouse 
Law how in force, for payment of their fees. 

"Eleanor Davison, a Creole, 4 feet 11 inches. She has a 
little, girl with her, and has been delivered of a male child 
since she has been in this Workhouse : Says she is free, and 
that John Davideon, a free Brown man, of Kingston, is her 
father. * 

*' By order of the Commissioners, 

" John Hollingswortfa, Sup." 

It was only in September last that this outrageous violation 
of humanity and justice was perpetrated, under the operation 
of what in mockery is called law in the island of Jamaica, and 
that not covertly, but openly. A female, the mother of two 
children, one recently born, is confined in jail, with6ut a 
pretext of any kind for her arrest and imprisonment ; and, 
without a single reason being assigned for it,-is doomed, with 
her children, to perpetual~Slavery. Much has been said of the 
violence and acrimony which mark the writings of the Aboli- 
tionists towards the West Indians. It may be, and certainly is, 
unjustifiable, to employ violent or acrimonious language towards 
the West-Indians themselves. But it would' be something less 
than human, to contemplate such fruks of the system which they 
administer «as this, without horror and indignation. It is im- 
possible uot again to press these matters on the attention of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. Can it be that such 
transactions as these do not meet the eye either of himself or 
of those who are employed under him ? Is there no one to be 
found who will direct a moment's attention to the observation 
of such atrocities I They have only to cast an eye over the 
Jamaica newspapers, in order to discover item. After all that 
has been made known of the abuses of the West Indian system, 
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and after the sojepao pledges given by Government aWd Parlia- 
ment, must it be left to accident to detect and expose such 
crimes as these, crimes of the very worst description, under 
the colour of law ; of law* however/ which is such an outrage 
on all law as could not be tolerated by any set of men, who 
have not been prepared for it by the presence and influence of 
Negro Slavery 1 

7. "The master may still sell or transfer them at his plea- 
sure, without any regard to family ties. He alone still regu- 
lates the measure of their labour, their food, and their punish- 
ment. He may still brand them, whether men or^vomen, in 
any part of their bodies with a heated iron ; confine them in 
the stocks, load them with chains, strip them naked, and cart* 
whip them at his pleasure." 

Now it has been positively asserted by various writers on 
the side of the colonists, that the laws of the West Indies 
do not permit family ties to be broken. Such assertions only 
prove either the gross ignorance or the wilful falsification of 
fact on the part of such writers. M. De la Beche is supe- 
rior to practising any such deception: he says, "Families 
ought never to be separated, nor is it by any means so common 
a practice as formerly ; still, however, laws cannot be too soon 
enacted" (they are not then as yet enacted) " to prevent the 
possibility of this being done." Are such things then actually 
done, oris the absence of law supplied by a sense of humanity 
in practice? Let the recent Gazettes of Jamaica answer the 
question. In that of the 16th October 1824, stand the follow- 
ing advertisements : — 

' " Deputy-Marshal's Office, Kingston, Oct. 9, 1834 
" Venditionis returnable October Grand Court, 1824. 

" Campbell, Alex. ,esqirire,exor. vs. Thoe. Hardy, Jree Black. 
" Hamilton, Robert, esquire, vs. Same. 
" Fishley jjf aLsesqutres,admors. vs. Same. 

" James, a Black, a mason ; supposed age 80 years': 

" Jack, ditto, ditto; supposed age 80 years. 
* " Billy, ditto, ditto; supposed age 34 years. 
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" Hale fy aL mcrehants>m Anthony GuitmsY f jun., esquire. 
" Maria, a Black, a waiting girl ♦ supposed age 18 y&Ts* 
" Chamberlain 6f ai. practitioners, vs. Michael Hughe*, 
mason* 
" William Gilbert, a Black, a mason ; supposed age 3d years. 
•• Bravo, Abraham, merchant, vs. Edward Bvyden, Gent. 
** Joe, a Black, a waiting-boy ; supposed age 12 yean. 

" Glen, Frances, of Colour, vs. Robt. Chamberlain, esquire. 
" Betty, a Black, a drudge ; supposed age 32 years, 
44 Barclay, Andrew, druggist, vs. Abraham Alex. Lin do, 
— esquire. 
" Edinburgh, a Black, a labourer ; supposed age 50 years. 
" George, ditto, a waiter ; supposed age 26 years. 
" Take notice, That I shall put up t6 public sale, at Harty's 
Tavern, on Monday the 25th inst. between the hours of 10 and 
12 o'clock in the forenoon, the above Negroes, levied upon 
under and by virtue of the foregoing writs of venditioni ex- 
ponas. 

'''Also the following five Convicts, to be sold for Trans- 
portation : 

" Betsy Morgan, Nick, alias Edward Bartly, William Bond, 
Prince, and Chance. 

" William Rose, D. M.* , - 
" Deputy-Marshal's Office, Kingston, Oct. 2, 1824. 
" Venditionis returnable October Grand Court, 1824. 
" ftPBayne Sf al. vs. John Orr, dec. in hands of Joseph 
Donnell, esquire, admor. 
" Susanna, a Black, a washer ; supposed age 45 years. 
" Stephen (her son), ditto, a watting boy ; supposed age 12 
years. ' 

" Allick (ditto), ditto, ditto; supposed age 6 years. 
" George (ditto), ditto ; supposed age 3 years. 
" Nancy (her daughter), ditto ; supposed age 1 J year. 
" Duffus, Wm., Gent., vs. Winckworth Tonge, dec. in 
hands of Wm. James Murphy, admor. 
" John Young, a Black, a field Negro; supposed age 35 
years. 
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*• Satentin, L. L. merchant, vs. John B. Cadow i Gent. 
i( Jane, a Black, a drudge ; supposed age 34 years. 
"Louisa (her daughter), ditto; supposed, age $ years. 

" Mots, John, esquire, vsv Mary Marquis, of colour. 
" Prudence, a Black, a drudge ; supposed age 35 years. 
- " M'Mickan, Gilbert Gordon, vs. John Lodge, of colour. 
" BtlJa, a Black, a drudge ; supposed age 33 years. 

" Bogle, Janet, of colour, vs. Win. Henry Sowley, Gent. 
"« Joe, a Black, a Bailor ; supposed age 30 years. 

" Millward fy al. attorniet at law, vs. Wm. Geo* Motvatt, , 
of colour. 
•« George, a Black, a waiting boy ; supposed age 6 years* 

" Hieusett, Leonora Sarah $ widow, vs. Elizabeth Crichton, 
widow, in hands of Edward and Joseph Boy den, 
exors* 
44 Henry, a Black, a waiter; supposed age 30 years. 

** Henry, Peter, Gent vs. Jamet M'Queen, of coloUr. 
" A Cart and three Chaise Bodies. 

u Miller, Alex, merchant, vs. Frances Woollery, of colour. 
" Benjamin, a Black, a hairdresser ; supposed age 20 
years. 

" Miskelly, John, Gent. vs. Robert Hainford, Gent. 
" A Dun Horse. 

" Grant, Alex. c\ al. exors. vs. James Oughtou. 
v " A Bay Horse. 

" Take notice, That t shall put up to public sale, *t Harty's 
Tavern, on Monday the 18th inst. between the hours of 10 and 
12 o'clock in the forenoon, the above Negroes, Cart, Chaise 
Bodies, and Horses, levied upon under and by virtue of the 
foregoing writs of venditioni exponas. , , 

"William Rose, D..M." 

" Portland, Sept 28, 1854. 

" Notice is hereby given, That on Tuesday the 12th day of 

the ensuing month of October, between the hours of 10 and 12 

in the forenoon, 1 shall set op to public sale, at the Court- House 

of this parish, tljc following Negro Slaves, distrained on for 
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tares and arrears of taxes against Charles. Bernard, Esq. and 
Mill-Bank, vie. 

" Samuel Cochran, a field-main 

" Isabella Bernard, a field-woman. . 

" Flora Bernard, ditto. 

" Frances. Bernard, ditto. 

" Judy Bernard, ditto. 

"John Steel, C. O." 
" St. Andrew's, Oct. 6, 1824. 
" Take notice, That on Wednesday the 20th inst. I shall put 
up to public sale, at Harty's Tavern, in Kingston, between the 
hours of 10 and 12 o'clock in the. forenoon, a field Negro boy, 
named Amos, levied on for taxes due by Mr. Joseph Fry. 

" P. Pinoock, C. C." 
" Deputy-Marshal's Office, Kingston, Oct. 16, 1824. 
" Vbnditionis returnable February Grand Court, 1825. 
" Dc$goutte8,Lewi$, esquire, \t. Peter De Gournay, planter. 
" Same vs. Same* 
" Same vs. Same. 
" Eliza, a Black, a drudge ; supposed age 30 years. 
" Mary, ditto, a field Negro ; supposed age 38 years. 
4t Thomas, ditto, a carpenter ; supposed age 34 years. 
" Charles, ditto, a cartman ; supposed age 30 years. 
" Moss, ditto, ditto; supposed age 30 years. 
" Antoine, ditto, a mason ; supposed age 30 years. 
" Terrtce, ditto, a waiting girl ; supposed age 2*5 years. 
" Thomas (her son), ditto, a waiting-boy ; supposed age 
7 years." ■ • 

" Benjamin, ditto, a driver, supposed age 35 years. 
" ferillott, ditto, a car-man ; supposed age 30 years. • 
" Gabriel, ditto, a waiter ; supposed age 24 years. 
*' La Croix* ditto, a cartman ; supposed age 30 years, 
" Charlotte, ditto, a cook ; supposed age 50 years. 
"Edmund, ditto, a mulemaiu supposed age 20 years, .. 
" John, ditto, a field Negro ; supposed age 30 years. 
* Eieaqor, ditto, a grass-cutter ; supposed age 35 years. 
" Cudjoe f ditto, a cartman; supposed age 35 years. 
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VBNDiTiofti returnable Nov. Court of Common" Pleas, 1824. 
* Bravo, Abraham, merchant, vs. John Ashburn, of colour. 
* " Bagar, a Black; a drudge, supposed "age 18 years. 

"Take notice, That I shall put up to public sale, at Harty's 
tavern, on Monday the 1st day of November next, between the 
hours of 10 and 12 o'clock in the forenoon, the above Negroes, 
levied upon under and by virtue of the foregoing writ* of Ven- 
ditioni Exponas. Wm. Rose, D. ~M." 

*' St. Andrew's, Oct. 9, 1824. 

" Take notice, That on Monday the 25th inst. I shall put up 
to public sale, at Harty's Tavern, in Kingston, between the 
hours of 10 and 12 o'clock in the forenoon, a Negro gkl 
named Olive, a house-servant, levied on for taxes due by Mul- 
let-Hall Plantation,, the property of the late Robert Chamber- 
lain, Esq., dec. P. Pinnock, C. C." 

Now all these advertisements occur in a single week in the 
Royal Gazette of Kingston. What further advertisementrof the 
same descriptions in the same week, might be found in the 
newspapers of Spanish Town and Montego Bay, it is impossible 
to say. But here, in this one-paper, is enough for the present 
purpose — is enough to furnish the most conclusive evidence of 
the fact of the frequent disruption, by sale, of the nearest and 
dearest family ties. The instances of a contrary kind which 
occur are rather the exception than the rule. 

. But it would be altogether to misapprehend the extent of 
the evil which arises from the transferable nature of this 
specie's of property, to suppose that the above advertisements 
comprize all the transactions even of that one week which go to 
attest that Slaves are chattels, the mere objects of an unceremo- 
nious and brutal traffic, literally ranking them with the beasts of 
the field. Taking this same one week's Gazette of the 10th of 
Oct. 1824, besides the sales already enumerated, there may be 
found in it advertisements for the sale of about 1900 Negroes, 
chiefly under decrees of the Court of Chancery. These a*re ad- 
vertised to be sold either together or in families, and with or 
without the land. For example : — 
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« Portland* Aug. 24, 184^ 



"To Jbe sold, Mount-Oakley, including Lydajf, 322 acres and 
3 rods, with the buildings, 60 .Slavey 23 cattle, and $7 aheap; 
or 9 if more agreeable, a part of the land and Negroes, a* may 
be most desirable to a purchaser* Time will be allowed for the 
payment, by instalments* on giving good and aufficient security* 
This property is well known to be a very healthy and pleasant 
residence* — 'Apply to the proprietor on the property. 

. . , " Thomas Oakley." 

« October 16,1824, 

" For sale, Twickenham-Park, in the parish of St. Ann, ojb 
which there is a spacious dweJ ling-house, out-offices, barbecues* 
dac~ &c. The situation is very healthy, and is a most desirable 
residence for a family. The property contains 400 acres of 
land, cultivated in Guinea-Grass, subdivided in pastures 2nd 
pimento- walks. It haa two springs of water, one of which has 
supplied the neighbourhood in the late drought. There are 
60 able Slaves, who are also for sale ; and if not sold with the 
property, they will be disposed of in families to suit purchasers. 
Application to be made to James Betty, Esq., Crescent-Park, 
St. Ann's ; Mr. Netlam Tory, Kingston ; or to the subscriber 
on the property: John Williams." 

Let any one conceive the dismay and devastation which the 
sale of such gangs in lots must produce. What becomes nown>f 
their houses, their provision grounds*, their former associates ? 
And what a gloomy and uncertain futurity awaits them I Death 
may have deprived them of a kind and, indulgent master, 
whose very kindness may now serve no other purpose, but ie 
embitter their present destiny. They may be doomed to -form 
part of a jobbing gang ; the only consideration with the master 

♦W^w^yr^w ' w » «n n i i » p ■ wi n »■ ■ m i i m i » f .i ... - . . i j i. , i . 

• We hear much of the rights of property fntctieally allowed to the 
Slaves. What becomes of their property in cases like this;— cases too 
of continual recurrence ? In a single week we find in one newspaper of 
one island, about 2,000 Slaves advertised for sale, and thus, exposed to 
he tern from their domiciles, and to lost, in a moment, much if not all of 
what they had been collecting aronnd them, perhaps, daring their 
whole lives. 
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of which may be, how many duWoons he cap eltratt tiros** 
them, by th*; power of the cartwhip, bfef6re*hey are ground 
do*n tb their native dust. Of jobbing gangs M. Dc la Beobe 
himself observes, that their let is worse than tbaf of the phuv 
tatiow Slaves; having generally hard labour to perform, and. 
frequently far from their own homes, when they are obliged to 
take up wilb temporary buts which have little appearance of 
comfort, (p; 84*) 

Then as to the other parts of the picture, there cannot surely 
be a more decisive witness than M. De la Beche. Though " the 
driven* on Raise Ball are not permitted toNsarry whips, neither 
are th*y allowed to- punish of their own authority" (p. 5), yet> 
eyew there the Slaves may be punished, at the will* of tiwr 
master; or, in his absentee, of the overseer, by the stoppage of 
eortra allowances, by confinement in the stocks, by switching; 
ami, in bad eases, by the whip. Though he has abolished tb* 
whip as respects women, yet be is obliged to express his "swr- 
prise" "at the continuance of a practice so revolting/ 1 (p.4$«) 
And he admits, as has been already seen, that; ^ with very few 
exceptions, toe drivers en Jamaica estates carry either whip** 
or cats f and that, when they do, "the driver ha$ th* pom* 
of mfikting pumshmmt.at hit own diebretton, upon those it** 
may to him appear idfe;"&power y he add*, liable t*nmk*ium 
(pp. 20, 21.) " The usual method of punishing Negroes is^by 
Ifie whip, cat-of-nine tails,' and* switch*, or by confinement iff 
the stocks." This last, be thinks, should be generally adopted; 
aft far as seapect* women, instead of the present disgraceful 
custom off flogging them. And though' he thinks this eustom 
n,ot now common, yet be says there ii no excuse for not doing? 
it amy entirely, (p; 38.) 

Again ; though,, on his own estate, he gives hi* people an 
allowance of food, yet he ingenuously adds* that it is only in 
a few lowland districts that the people have such allowance ; 



; •• This switch,' vthicti is spoken of in such modest terms, is usually an 
•Jfeny bash, foil of smalt prickles, and draws blood from the posteriors 
at every stroke. 
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jbewhere the people supply themselves with the produce of 
tbetr own labour. a When the. proprietor is anjabsentee^ he* 
gives a power of attorney to some gentleman in whom hennas 
confidence. The attorney then occupies the .situation of the 
proprietor, and . directs the management of his » property, 
appointing overseers &c, Some gentlemen are attorneys for 
many properties;" .,.*.. : ' ( . 

« These arrangements," observes M. De la Becbe, "w6uld 
not affect the comforts of the Negroes, if the attorney took; the 
same interest in them that J he proprietor must necessarily do ; 
but here matters become altered, for the interest of the attorney" 
(he beisg paid a per-centage on the produce) . " is to make as 
much as possible from the estate; and the Negroes, become only, 
a secondary consideration". Attorneys having,the, manage- 
ment of many estates, can seldom inspect them. " They ace» 
in consequence often entirely left to the overseers, with the 
exception! perhaps of a yearly or half-yearly visit. Another 
evgiarises' .from, this system. The overseers. look up to this 
person for patronage, and seldom or ever trouble their heads 
about. the proprietors : they study his interest before that of > 
the? proprietors, and think more of making. large crops to be* 
nefit Jbeir employer, than they do of improving the condition 
of Jbe . people/' •' The . comforts of the ; Negroes depend 
there/ore greatly on the .overseers/' (of whom hejiad before) 
said, that not more than one half were fit for their situation,) 
«; for these, persons constantly, reside| among them, and have' 
it in their power to exercise a pe(ty tyranny over them. It is 
true they can and do complain to the attorney, for which pur-' 
pose they undertake long journeys ; yet I am afraid there is 
sometimes a leaning to the side of the, overseer, from an idea 
of supporting the White people on the estate/'. "For any. se- 
. rjous act of injustice/ 7 (what would be considered in Jamaica 
as Hseriousflct of injustice ?) " the Negroes complain to the ma-' 
gtatratesj who, it is but fair to state, most commonly see4hem 
righted. The comforts of the people may still, however, be 
seriously affected by the conduct of , the overseer, should he 
not be a humane man, a circumstance not always sufficiently 
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•Hended to in his appointment." (p. 38.) " Uponmany pro- 
perties," even " the book-keepers" (generally raw lads from 
school) "are permitted to order punishment;* a practice, that 
should not beallowed." (p. 39.) And besides all this, M.'Dela 
Beche states, that " at the various workhouses," (there is one 
in every parish,) '«• Negroes are often sent by individuals *t© 
receive punishment, which ought never to be done but under 
the authority of the magistrates/' implying that it is now done 
without that authority, (p. 46.) '_ .■•»•♦ 

But, before concluding this overgrown note, it will be ne* 
cessary to say a few words on the practice of branding. M. 
De la Beche does not deny its prevalence. On the contrary/ he 
has the candour to admit that on his, owp estate, three were 
branded so recently as 1822 or 1823. He adds, " it was 
wished to punish the overseer who had caused them to be 
branded ; but as the operation had beep performed by heating 
the small silver brand in burning spirits, and had been applied 

' only for an instant to the back, it was by no means certain 
that we could do so. 19 And yet, by way of palliating the prac- 
tice, he gives the particulars of three convictions for cruel 
branding. One man, Joseph Boyden, was charged with cruelly, 
maliciously, and wantonly maltreating, by flogging, and mark- 
ing in five different parts of her body, with the initials of his 
name and that of big estate, a Sambo Slave, named Amey . * He 
was found guilty. He was sentenced to six months* imprison" 
ment, and the Slave was made free. In another case, the same 
crime is stated to 1 have been perpetrated with a hot iron, pro- 
bably such an iron as, when heated red hot, is used to brand 
casks with. The culprit, a blacksmith, of the name of Lee, 
was sentenced to four months' imprisonment, a fine of lOO/. ; 
and the girl was declared free, and entitled to an annuity of 
10/. a-year for fife. In the third instance, a female was brand- 
ed on the breasts, probably in the same horrid manner, by 
a wretqh of the name of Cadore, who got off for a fine of 
100/., the sufferer being manumitted. In these cases, there 

.must have been some circumstances of peculiar atrocity^ which 
ensured conviction and a measure of punishment ;— but for 
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branding with .a silver brand, heated with burning spirits, 
though described by M. De la Becbe, as " an abominable prac- 
tice," there is, it seems, no punishment. It may legally be nV 
(Moted by any ruffian, on any man, woman/ or child, placed 
under hit authority ; and «< brutal characters, when possessed 
of power, will abuse it" (p. 27.) There is at least no law 
against it, unless it amounts to that species of cruelty which 
a West Indian jury will be found to regard and to punish at a 
. nuisance. M. De la Beche thinks that instances of branding ' 
are now rare. He is mistaken, and the Jamaica newspapers 
prove that be is so. 

Let him only look at the Royal Gazettes of Jamaica, that. 

for example, of the 10th to the 26th June 1824, while he him-. 

self was in the island, and abundant proof will there be found 

• of the frequency of the practice. The following are notices 

pf Slaves advertised, either for sale or as runaways : — 

" Eiiaahetb Francis, a Creole, marked G F, G F below, 
sxot plain, on the right shoulder. 1 ' . . 

41 William Bullock, a Creole, marked T S, heart on top* 
on left shoulder." 

" Fin, a youngCreoleNegro boy,ssarked S on right shoulder.? 

" Edward Fraier, a Mulatto Creole man, marked BS on 
shoulder." 

" William, alias Harry, a Creole, marked apparently I A 
on right ahoulder." 

" William Slater, a Creole boy, has blister marks on the 
left, and marked A S on the right shoulder." 

" Frank, a young Creole Sambo man, mark not plain on 
right shoulder." 

" Robert Henry, a young Creole man, marked M R «tatf 
the shoulder*." , 

" San*, a young Creole Negro wan, marked G J on right 
shoulder." 

" Robert, a young Creole Negtio man, worked appareotir 
T B P on left shoulder/' &<. &c. 

8. " He may still deprive them of half their night's rest* 
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and he may leave them no alternative, with respect to the em-, 
ployment of Sunday, but that of toiling for their subsistence, 
or carrying their produce 1o v market; and he may still shut 
them out from the means of religious instruction," 

On the subject of night work, M. De la Beche is very frank 
and explicit. " During crop time/' he says, " winch gene- 
rally lasts about four months, the Negroes are, in consequence 
of being but comparatively few on this estate, divided into 
two spells, which relieve each other, thus allowing half the 
night for work and half for rest/' besides, be it remembered, 
working all day. The law forbids working the mill on Sunday 
night, or after a certain hour on Saturday night. 

M. De la Beche appears to entertain a most honourable so- 
licitude for the religious instruction of bis own Slaves, and he 
engaged one of the Wesleyan Missionaries to attend them once 
a fortnight in the, evening. The Jamaica markets, however, 
are still held on Sundays ; but he says that a Saturday market 
is beginning to grow up in Kingston, owing greatly to the ex- 
ertions of the Baptist and Wesleyan Missionaries. The only 
measure which the legislature have taken in the way of encou- 
raging the change, has been to avail themselves T>f the circum- 
stance to prevent their Slaves from being levied on for debt on 
the Saturday as well as on the Sunday. This, however, is as 
much for their own benefit as for that of the Slave. 

The religious and moral instruction of the Negroes, M.De la 
-Beche admits, has been very little attended to tintil lately. The 
curates appointed sone years ago have done little, generally 
speaking, in this way. Indeed little religions improvement 
.among the Negroes has been effected by the EstablishedClergy 
except in two or three districts. " Hundred? of Negroes have 
90 doubt been baptized : but the ceremony seems to have been 
considered us sufficient ; no religious instruction having beeu 
afforded either before or after." The common, though not 
perhaps the universal, practice has been " to assemble 
numbers of the Negroes together : they are merely asked 
What their names are to be, and are then baptized en «£«** 
the rector receiving half a dollar for each." (p. 27.)^-* ft h 
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only justice to add, that instances,; have occurred in which the 
offers of some of the clergy to instruct the ^Negroes, have been 
very ungraciously received, and even refused. by the managers- 
of estates." A different spirit, he sty ^begins now to prevail,. and 
he hopes that ere long all (Jie Negroes will be instructed— much 
being expected from the bishop *. (p. 28.) M. De la Beche 
ascribes whatever progress Christianity is now making to 
the Wesleyan and Baptist Missionaries; the former of whom 
. especially he represents as a highly useful body of .men. The 
supineness of the clergy he does not consider, however, as* a 
ground of blame pn the people of Jamaica ; who, he says, " haye 
nothing else .to do with their appointments, than to. pay the 
salaries attached to them." And yet he admits that the 
services of the Clergy have ofjen been refused; nor does he 
say that any effort has been made to stimulate their exertions, 
except the questionable one of giving them half a dollar for 
each act of baptism. : > ■-,» 

M. De la Beche, it will be allowed, after this detail, is au 
important witness, in confirmation of almost all that the 
Committee have affirmed or sanctioned : on the subject of 
Negro Slavery. His book, however, contains some further 
matter which calls for remark ; and these the respectability 
of the writer makes it .the more. expedient not to withhold. 
He meant doubtless to be fair and candid ; but then be inusj, 
as a planter, naturally wish to convey as favourable an 
impression of his own occupation as possible; and his op- 
portunities of accurateobservation, during the twelve months 
he was in the island, with much to employ him on his own 
estate, could not have been such as to exempt bim from error. 
He must have depended t much on the information of others, 
and that information was not likely to be quite ! impartial. 

• Two circumstances serve to damp this expectation. The first act 
of the bishop's administration was to appoint the Rev. Mr. Bridges 
his chaplain; a man notoriously opposed to all reform, and the thorough- 
going advocate of a system of which M. De la Beche, though no 
clergyman, has exhibited so dark a picture. The second was to give, 
probably nnder Mr. Bridgcs's dictation, a somewhat repulsive answer to a 
very respectful address of the People of Colon r of Kinfgtpn. 
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It. is probably to ibis cause that the mistakes into which he has 
fallen, in some instance*, may be ascribed. - : " ! ■ • 

In fairness he ought to have distinctly informed his readers, 
that his description of the slate of things on his own estate had 
little or no application to plantations generally;* and he ought 
to have afforded some explanation^ the causes of the large! 
decrease of his own Slaves which baS preceded his' arrival, » J - '■ * 
« 4 M . De la Beche concurs with every other writer in repre-' 
tenting the labour of sugar planting as greater than that in- 
cident to every other species of culture. "On cattle farms 
and coffee plantations they have no night work; neither havV 
they cane holes to dig, which is hard labour when> the land' 
has not been previously ploughed." He ought to have added, 
that the plough is scarcely ever used in Jamaica; -i 
- He. states that the labour of the Negroes begins at five 
in the morning during half of the year,' and at half past five 5 
during the other, and continues till seven or half past six* 
in the evening, with an interval of half an hour for breakfast, 
and two hours for dinner—so that their actual work in the 
- field, independent of the labour of going to it and returning 
from it, is protracted for from ten hours and a half to eleven' 
hours and a half. He entirely omits, however, all mention of 
the heavy task which is further imposed upon them, after the" 
labour of the day is over, of collecting grass for the horseV 
and cattle on the, estate, and which occupies at least an hbtir 
more of their time; making it eight o'clock before they pan get* 
^o their huts, or set about preparing their supper. There are be-' 
sides in his detailed statements certain little inaccuracies which 
serve to produce a false impression, such as " their breakfast 
has been prepared and brought to the field by cooks ;" whereas 
it is first brought to the .field by the Negroes themselves, and 
there prepared by cooks. — Again, " from choice they defer 
their principal repast till the evening." Not from choice but 
necessity ; the interval allowed at noon being wholly insufficient 
to go home, light a fire,. prepare a comfortable meal and eat" 
U, before they <must be i again in the field. He labours also 
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' to prove that Negroes prefer bad houses to good. ones. (p. 26.) 
He bears a remarkable testimony, however, to the voluntary 
industry of the Negroes, which dissipates at bnoo all' the * 
calumnies on that score of which they have been made' tire 
subjects. He represents them after having been toiling in the 
afield, under a tropical sun, from five in the morning until' 
half .past twelve, seven flours and a half, as deyoting the 
inter**! of rest to the cultivation of their provision grounds, * 
which, in his case (a very rare one), happen to be near their 
bouses, while their children are employed by them in collecting 
food for their pigs, although they also form a gang (from six 
to nine years of age) which is at work,- like their, parents, 
during the day. (p. 7.) 

" It is generally agreed," says M. De la Becbe, " that 
punishment is by no means so common as it used to be ;" and 
that " the general improvement in the treatment of the people 
is considerable." (pi 94.) This is possible ; and yet it is remark- 
able, that such has been the uniform language of planters* 
from the? year 1W7 to the present day. All admitted the 
badness of the treatment at some preceding period, and' 
maintained the existence in. their own day of great im- 
provement. And. yet the Slaves still decrease; they are still 
chattels, they are still without marriage, they are still driven' 
at their work, they are still cart- whipped, they are still subject 
to overseers not more than one half of whom, M. De la Beclie 
allows, are fit to be tirusted with the care of them. These are 
not very pregnant proofs of improvement. But he would 
infer from the familiarity with which they are often treated by 
their masters and mistresses, and the gaiety they exhibit in 
'their dances and on their festivals, that the statements given 
of the unhappiness of Slavery are exaggerated, and that it is 
not that depressing institution which many suppose. There 
cannot, however, be a more unwarranted inference, and it is 
precisely what has deceived many who have had only a 
passing glimpse of West-Indian Slavery. But' when we con- 
template even M. De la Scone's own admissions with respect to 
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their state in what light can we "view their joyousness on 

certain occasions, but as marking the obtuseness of feeling 

which Slavery never fails to engender. It resembles the revels 

of London during the plague, or (he Saturnalia of the Romans, 

-and is so far from proving that the Slaves are not a depressed 

race, that, under all the circumstances of the case, it is one of 

the indications of their extreme depression. 

It is due to M. De la Beche to state, that he cordially 

approves of almost all the reforms proposed by Government! 

and that he condemns the Jamaica Assembly for having refused 

to adopt them. 

i 

In the beginning of the present note, allusion was mack to 
another publication' by the Rev. Mr. Bickell, entitled " The 
West-Indies as they are," which still more fully and unequi- 
vocally confirms all the positions of the Anti-Slavery Society 
than even that of M. De la Beche. It is not now intended to 
enter upon it ; as a tract " entitled Negro Slavery, No. XIV.," 
containing an analysis of its contents, has already been pub- 
lished by the Society, and may be had by the Subscribers. 

Looking back to the whole of the details contained in this 
note*, confirmatory as they are of all the Society's preceding 
statements, may it not be asked with confidence, whether such 
a state of tilings as exists in the Brithri Slave-Colonies can 
be allowed to continue? 



- . * The whole, or nearly Uhe whole, of this article of the Append!* hai* 
been taken, after a careful examination of the authorities from a- recent 
periodical publication. 
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MEMORANDA RESPECTING THE POPULATION OP THE 
BRITISH SLAVE-COLONIES. - 

Since the present Report was prepared and put into circu- 
lation, the Committee obtained access to further parliamentary 
returns, tending to throw light on the progress of population in 
our Slave Colonies; and though they modify in some degree 
the statements already made, they at the same time appear to 
add confirmation to the general reasoning. The whole of these 
returns are still so defective, as to do little more than afford an 
approximation to a knowledge of the true state and progress of 
our colonial population. It seems important, however, to pre- 
serve the data already obtained, and to point out their appa- 
rent bearing. It will be possible hereafter to correct both 
the facts and the inferences from them, by the additional au- 
thentic information which, from time to time, may be procured 
on the subject. All therefore that can be attempted at present 
is to make an accurate representation of facts as they appear 
on the face of the very imperfect parliamentary returns already 
produced. These returns are : -^ 

1. Return of the amounts of the Slave population in each 
of his Majesty's Colonies in the West Indies respectively, as 
received in the office for the registry of Colonial Slaves from 
its first establishment. It was laid on the table of the House 
of Commons, in June 1824, and is numbered 424. This 
document, as far as it goes, will be made the ground-work df 
the following statements. 
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2. Return of Stave population in the West-India Colonies, 
laid on the table of the Bouse of Commons, 4th March, 1823, 
and numbered 89. 

3. Further return of the Slave population in the Wesfrlndia 
Colonies, laid on the table of the House of Commons, 14th 
May, 1823, and numbered 347. 

To these papers reference will be made when necessary, by 
their respective numbers. 

1. ANTIGUA. 
The Slave population of this island is thus given in the 

. paper No. 424, 

Males. Females. Total. 

In 1817......15.053 17,206 32,259 

1820...... 14,464 16,531 30,985 



Leaving an apparent deficit, in three years, of 1,274 

No return subsequent to 1820 is given. 

In the \ears 1818, 1819, and 1820, 32 Slaves had been im- 
ported irito^Antigua, and 28 had been exported. (No. 89, p. 48.) 

In the years 1818, 1819, and 1820, there were 433 manu- 
missions. (No. 80, p. 49) This number therefore being de- 
ducted from 1274, the apparent decrease, and 4 the excess of 
imports over exports being added r we have the ' real decrease 
of the three years included in the registry returns, viz. 845 
being about 2§ per cent, in that time, or eight-ninths per 
cent, per annum. 

There is no tax on manumissions in Antigua. 

No. 89 contains letters from the clergymen of the island 
(pp. 49—51), stating, that during the fourteen years prior to 
1821, no marriages of Slaves had been solemnized by them. 
By a Missionary, " several couple of Slaves" had been married 
ui that time. 

Between the years 1812 and 1816, eighteen, persons had been 
committed to jail, as runaways in the island of Antigna alone, 
who claimed their freedom, but, being unable to prove it, were 
sold, agreeably to an Act of the island passed in 1702, and not 
yet, it would seem, repealed, by which it is enac&d, that if any 
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Sbwajrall lie three month* injait fc* shell be sold for pay- 
meat of hit fees, the. *urpUu to go. tot the public treasury. Site* 
the accession, however, of the present Provost Marshal to Ms 
Qhfyeia 1817, no alroeity of this kind has taken place, (p. 6*.) 
The number of Whites in Antigua, in April ]£2tl, was 1980 > 
viz. 1 L40 males, and 840 females. The number of free Btaek 
a*d Coloured persons was at the tame period 4182, of whom 
2346 were females, (p. 53.) 

9* BAHAMAS. 

' The only return of Slave* from the Bahamas contained in 
the paper No. 424, is for the year 1822, aud is a* follows ;— • 
Males 5529, females 5270; total 10,808. In the papers No. 
347 (p. 152), the Slave population, at the close of 1818, is stated 
to have been 1 1, 155, which would give an apparent decrease, 
in 1822, of $47. It appears, however, from the same paper* 
(pp. 150, 151), that in the years 1819, 1820, 1821, and 1822, 
802 Slaved bad been exported, and note imported, and that 
?J0 Slaves had been manumitted. These numbers deducted 
from 11*165, the population of the 1st January, 1819, leaves 
10,083. But the number, kk 1822 being 10,80% there is an 
actual increase in that time of 725 Slaves i being at the rate of 
about 7 per cent., or If per cent, per annum. 

\t ia probable, however^ from the number and scattered post 
tjoa of the Bahama Islands ; their vicinity to Cuba* Jamaica, 
and the United States; the eagerness -with whiohsome of the 
owners sought to obtain permission to transport their Slaves to 
Qwajfa, viiere price* were high ; the want of custom-houses in 
many of the islands to prevent an unlicensed exportation ; and 
the- declining sjate.of cultivation generally; thai considerably 
bk>*6 bad been exported in the years 1819—1822* than the 
custom-house returns exhibit. Many Slaves also, it is reported* 
escaped; during that time* to Hayti. It is not improbable 
therefore, that two* or three hundred more might have baen> 
removed in theaefour years*: than there is any account of; and 
for<eaeh hwdred thus remaned* 1 perwnt. or ± per cent, pe* 
annum, would base to be added to the* sate oJF increase, . which/ 



POPULATION OP THE BRITISH SLAVE-COLONIES. 14 1 

bat been usually stated te> be notfas than 2\ per ceat. per an* 
now/by the Bahama authorities tfceiuselves. 

No marriages are returned as" hating beeen legally solem- 
nised between Slaves in the Bahamas, from 1808 to 1822 ; bat 
there it an intimation that Staves are somettntes married by 
" M etbodis-t Missionaries, after their manner of formally en- 
joining them to abide by one woman." 

No tax is levied on manumissions in the Bahamas. 

' 3. BARBADOES. 

No. 424 gives the population of this island as follows :— 
' Males. Females. Total. 

In 1817... ...36,364...*. 42,139 77,408 

1820 30,733...... 41,612 78,345 

Apparent increase 852 

By the return No. 80, it appears that in the years 1818, 18^ ft, ' 
and 1820, 102 Slaves wette imported into Barbadoes, and 22 
exported, leaving a balance of 80; and that the manumission* 
in 1818, 1819, and 1820, amounted to 412. This number 
therefore being added to the apparent increase, and 80 the 
excess of imports being deducted, gives 1184 as the real in- 
crease in three years, being somewhat more than I£ per cent, 
ia that tiaae, or $ per cent per annum. 

Had manumissions taken place in Barbadoes at the same rate 
at* in Antigua*, the namber manumitted would have been 1070, 
or at the rate of the Bahamas upwards of 1200. In these two 
colonies, however,, there* were no taxes on menu missions, while 
in Barbadoes there existed, (as appears from the returns, No. 
89), untH August 1810, a tax of 309& on the manumission of 
each, female* and of 260/. oa the manumission' of each male. 
Subsequently to thatdate, the tax on botfrhas been reduced to 
502. Such was, the effect of the higher tax that from 1868 to* 
1816, nine years, only fifteen Slaves were manumitted* " ac- 
eaffding to the colonial law*" being only five in each three 
years. In the five following years, namely, from 18(7 tolWf, 
the tax having been reduced to 60/., 250 Slaves were manu- 
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raitted " according to the colonial law/' or fifty in each year* 
But, besides these, making in all £75 persons manumitted " ac- 
cording to the colonial law/' from 1808 to 1821 inclusive, 
1438 were manumitted by means of an evasion of that law; 
" having been enfranchised by persons in England, who have 
there granted manumissions to Slaves conveyed to them for that 
purpose; which manumissions, being proved before some mayor* 
or other proper constituted authority, are sent here, and, on 
l>eing recorded, are allowed to be valid. These last manumis- 
sions are effected at a very trifling expense." (p. 36.) So that 
had the law of Barbadoes had its intended effect, the manu- 
missions in that island, instead of taking place at the rate of 
about 125 in each year from 1808 to 1821, would have taken 
place at the rate of scarcely twenty in eaeh year. So 'much 
for the benevolent purposes of the Barbadoes Legislature. 
To mark their abhorrence, however, of manumissions obtained 
' in England and without the payment of a tax, persons so ob- 
taining their N freedom are denied the privileges which other 
free persons enjoy of giving testimony in courts of justice. 

No marriages of Slaves had been legally solemnized in Bar- 
badoes from the earliest period of the colony down to 1821. 

4. BERBICE. 

The Slave population of Berhice in 1817, according to the 

, return ' No. 424, was 24,549, of whom 13,802 were males, 

and 10,747 females. The, return in 1822 is 23,356 Slaves, of 

whom 13,007 were males, and 10,349 females. The apparent 

deqrease in the five intervening years is 1193. 

It appears, however, from the return, No. 89, that during 
these years' there were exported from Berbice to Demerara 
1,692 Slaves, and from Demerara to Berbice 246 Slaves, leav- 
ing a balance of 1,446 Slaves exported. The number of 
'manumissions in that time was only 81 (pp. 103 — 107), the tax 
on manumissions, being from 350 to 1,200. guilders. The real 
state of the population, when rectified by these returns, will 
stairf thus:—-, 
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Slave population of 1817 24,549 

Deduct balance of Slaves exported... 1,440 
. ^Manumissions 81 ■ 1,627 

23,022 
The return, however, for 1822 is 23,356 

Shewing an increase in five years of 334 

being upwards of 1£ per cent., or somewhat more than tV 
per cent, per annum. 

This increase, which is indicated by the returns from Berbice, 
is certainly unexpected. The climate of Guiana has been 
justly thought unfavourable to life ; and in Berbice the males 
outnumber the females by nearly one-fourth, or 25 per cent. 
What then can have produced the result of an increasing po- 
pulation in Berbice, when in the adjoining colony of Demerara, 
where the disproportion of the sexes is not greater, the de- 
crease has proved peculiarly large ? It must be owing to the 
principle laid down in the body of the Report, and which this 
unlooked-for discovery, with respect to Berbice, serves re- 
markably to illustrate ; namely, the injurious effect of sugar 
culture, stimulated by bounties, on the well-being of the Slaves. 
The sugar imported from Berbice in the year 1824 was only 
64,609 cwt. (in 1817 it was only 15,000 cwt.), being in the 
proportion to its population of about two cwts. and three- 
quarters for each Slave, nearly the proportion of Barbadoes ; 
whereas the quautity of sugar imported from Demerara in the 
same year was 616,000 cwt., or at the rate of upwards of 
eight cwt. for each Slave. The population of Berbice is not 
quite a tljird ofthat of Demerara ; the quantity of sugar which 
it produces, is not more .than one-ninth. . 

No marriages of Slaves have been legally solemnized in 
fierce. . .^ 

<■ The White population is stated to ampuat to about 550; 
the free Black arid Coloured population 40 about the same 
number. 
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6. BERMUDA. 

From Bermuda there is only one return of the Slave popu- 
lation in the paper No. 424; namely, for 1820, making it 
5,176, of whom 3,505 were males, and 2,671 females. There 
are no means, therefore, of forming any estimate of the recent 
increase or decrease of its population. In 1783, however, it ap- 
pears, from the Privy-Council Report, that the Slave population 
was then 4,019. At the close of 1810 the number of Slaves 
in Bermuda appears, by a return laid on the table of the House 
of Commons on the 15th July 1815 (No. 478), to have been 
4*794; the free Blacks and People of Colour being 451, and 
the Whites 4,755. The increase of Slaves in Bermuda, there* 
fore, in ten years, from 1810 to 1820, appears to bate been 
382 ; and if it be assumed that 100 may have been emanci- 
pated in that time, then the increase will have been proceeding 
at the rate of upwards of one per ceut. per annum. The 
iKimber of emancipations has been taken thus low because, of 
all the West-India islands, the laws of Bermuda are, on this 
point, among the harshest and most opprobrious. There is a 
wanton severity in their legislation upon it, which is quite sin- 
gular. This, does not refer merely to their old laws, — laws 
wbkb, to the disgrace of Bermuda, nay, to the disgrace of 
Great Britain, are still in existence *, but to their recent Act*; 



* A few extracts from these laws, still in farce, will afford some illus- 
tration of the spirit. which has prevailed in Bermuda with respect to 
Negroes. 

" Whereas Negroes, Indians, Mulattoes, and other Slaves, are very 
numerous within these islands, and that the wilful kitting of any such 
Slaves, by the strict laws of England, comes within the penalty of mur- 
der, the judgment whereof is forfeiture of life and estate : And where. 
a#, tfee privileges of England are so universally extensive, as not to al- * 
low of the least thing called Slaviry, and to occasion the making of such 
laws for the preservation of every individual subject ; but here, in his 
Majesty's Colonies, Hie eases and ci rcumstan ces of things are wonderfully 
altered," (tbfly: are indeed J), for the Negroes are " no otherwise valued 
or esteemed amongst us than as our goods and chattels or other per- 
tonal estate : Therefore, oqr prudent neighbours in Ameriea, Barba- 
does, &c, have thought fit, in case of killing any such Negro or Slav - 
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acts worthy df the most barbarous country and the most bar- 
barous age, though passed in the nineteenth century, an<f al* 
lowed by the Government. On the 9th of August, 1806, a tow 
was passed in Bermuda to " prevent" the increase of free Ne* 
groes and free Persons of Colour. By this Act no Owner is 
permitted to enfranchise a Slave of u forty years of age or 
under," except on condition of such Slave's quitting the island 
within three months ; and, in cdse he should ret urn, of being seized 
and sold (or the public advantage, and transported from the 
island. For Slaves above forty who are manumitted a fine of ' 
50/. is payable ; and if this tine be not paid, a power is given 
to magistrates of seizing, selli»g,'and shipping off the person 
so manumitted. The same cruel and disgraceful Act ordains, 
that no free Negro, or Person of Colour, shall be capable of 
acquiring, or being seized of any real estate whatever, under 
penalty of the forfeiture of such estate ; nor is he allowed 
to lease a bouse for a longer term than seven years. It may 
with truth be said, that not only the earth but the British 
dominions are still full of the habitations of cruelty ! 



to make laws to prevent the penalty aforesaid : It is therefore enact* 
ed, that if any owner or possessor of. Slaves in these islands shall, in 
the deserved punishment of Slaves for crime^or offences by them Coin* 
mitted, or supposed to bp committed, accidentally happen to kill any 
such Slave, he shall not be liable to any imprisonment, arraignment, 
•r prosecution, or indictment, or subject to any penalty or forfeiture 
Whatsoever." 

The same immunity tsf extended to aH free persons who may kill 4 
Slave found committing a felony or burglary, and endeavouring to re- 
sist or escape/ But then comes a proviso ; " That if any person shall 
maliciously and wilfully kill or destroy, or any manner of ways cause 
or procure to be killed or destroyed, any Slave whatsoever whereof 
be Is owner, then »«eh person shall forfeit and pay onto the King the 
fiU sum of Ten Pounds current money ; and if the person killing be 
not the owner, then over and above the full sum of Ten Pounds current 
money, he shall pay the appraised value of the Slave to the owner." 
* There are also laws forbidding ftntves, under severe penalties, to twiy, 
sell» or barter any goods or commodities whatsoever, or to plant, sow, 
or tfet any tobaceo, corn, potatoes, or other provisions for their own use, 
or to raise any sort of stock, poultry, or provisions, or other things, or 
make any sort of cloth, Sec, Sec. 

These laws still exist in nis Majesty's colony Of Bermuda ! 

". y ' . 
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It has been the more necessary to point out the enormities 
of Negro Slavery as existing in Betmuda, in consequence of 
an attempt having recently been made, at a public religious, 
meeting, to palliate them, and to exhibit Bermudiap Slavery*' 
an ainjableinstjtutioo. 

The Slaves, in Bermuda, however, increase : the re. they ggow 
no sugar. 

6* DEMERAKA. 

In the parliamentary returns for Demerara, No. 4?4, the 
number of Slaves is thus given : — 

Males. Femajes. Total. 

In 1817 44,137.... 33,730 77,867 

1820 43,227... .34, 149 77,376 



401 

In that time, however, 3,746 Slaves had been imported, and 
116 exported, and there bad been 127 mauumissiona. The 
ireal decrease, therefore, instead of 491 was 4,014, being a de- 
crease of from 5 to 6 per cent. This statement, however, as 
to dates, is not consistent with a full and specific report made 
by the Registrar of Denferara, Mr. Robertson, respecting the 
last census taken by him. He there states, that (not in 1820, 
but) in July 1821 the Slave population of Demerara amounted 
to 77,376, being the identical number which stands in the 
registry as returned for 1820. The solution may be that the 
return of 1820 may not have been made up till July 1821. 
It appears from the same report, that in May 1823 another 
census was completed, when the amount of the Slave popu- 
lation proved to be only 74,418, exhibiting a decrease in 22 
months of 2,958. During that period, however, he states, 
that 1,293 Slaves were imported into the colony, who being 
added to 2,958, make the whole decrease to be 4,251. 
Assuming the manumissions during the same time to have been 
61, being about the average proportion of the preceding 14 
years, the decrease may be reckoned at 4,200 in 22 months 
being nearly at the rate of 3 per cent, per annum*. 

■ *. ' . . .I , - — _— . ___ _ - 

* Set abovfe, under the head of Berbice, p. 149. 
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Tbe tax on manumissions in Demerara varies according to 
the caprice of (he Court of Policy, from 160 to 1000 guilders. 
In making his report upon this subject, the Governor, Murray, 
'endeavours to palliate the iniquity of such a system by re- 
marking (No. 89, p. 72), that " Jarge sums are sometimes im- 
posed, after mature deliberation ou the situation of the Slaves, 
•the circumstances of those who apply in their behalf, and not 
unfrequentty their irregular connexion with them." Those who 
are acquainted with the moral state of the White population of 
our colonies will be not a little surprised that the defence of 
a tax on manumission should be incautiously placed on such 
grounds. The tax, the Governor says, is throwa into the 
poor's fund, on which the manumitted persons " have an indis- 
putable claim when circumstances compel them to seek assist- 
ance.' 1 It would have been well had he stated how many free 
Blacks or Persons of Colour were maintained from that fund. 

The marriage of Slaves legally sofemnized "is a thing uu- 
heard of in this colony." (p. 81.) 

7. DOMINICA^ 

The returns of the Slave population of this island, contained 
in the parliamentary paper No. 424, are as follows : — 
Males. Females. Total. 

In 1817 8624 9335 17,969 

1820 7919 8635 16,554 



v Shewing an apparent decrease of 1,405 

But between April 1817, and 21st Jan. 1820, there appear to 

. have been exported fromDominfca 2184 Slaves, and about 230 ap« 

pear to have been manumitted, making together 2,414. When 

from those have been deducted 1,405, the apparent decrease, 

there will remain a real increase in three years, of 1,009, being 

not much below 6 per cent in that time, or 2 per cent, per annum. 

Here therefore, we discover most unexpectedly, a larger 

rate of increase than in any other sugar colony. But when 

we examine the quantity of sugar grown there, we find it to 

be smaller in proportion to its population, than either Berbice 

or Barbadoes. Its export of sugar in 1824, was only 42,000 

cwt., being not more than 2£ cwt. to each Slave; another 
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<strikirt£ proof of the advantage arising to the Slave, from a 
dkaioisbed 'svgar culture, as well aa from the decreasing 
fertility ofthetoil to which it is attributable. 

The tax on ma nnmisslous, previous to 1 81 0* was lQ0t tm The 
awepagetiiM»beref manumissions in *be ytfr waa4beu about sevea. 
in 1B10 the tax was induced to 16/. 10*. Since that time the 
average rate of manumissions, in each year, has fceea about 96. 

No «arriage« of Slaves appear to have been legally solem* 
taxed tiiDpmimca, excepting a few by a Romao^Catholuj priest. 

8. GRENADA. * 

The returns from Grenada are more regular than from 
any other colony. They are as follows : — 

Males. Females. Total. 

. Inl817 13,737....„14,292 28,029 

1818 13,S28 .14,087 27,415 

1819 ...... 13,155.....a3,905 27,060 

1820 13,007...... 13,892 26,899 

1821 ...... 12,398 13,269 25,677 

1822 12,355....:. 13,231 ^ 25,586 

The apparent decrease, there/ore, in five years, is 8,443. 
There is an account of imports and exports in the paper No* 89; 
only for a part of that time, but they seem ta be nearly equal. 
The manumissions appear to have amounted to about 500. 
The real decrease therefore, unless there should have been 
a large import latterly, which would of course raise the rate 
of decrease, will not exceed 1943 in five years, or seven per 
cent., being at the rate of If per cent, per annum. 

A fine of 100/. was imposed, in this Island, on manumissions; 
and dnring its continuance the average number in each year 
was about ten. It ceased to be paid after 1814, and. in the 
seven following years the manuihjssions were, at the rate of 
about ninety in each year. (No. 89, p* lj>.) 

In 1820, the White population amounted to 883, the, free 
Black and Coloured population to 2,742. (p. 19.) 

"The legal solemnisation of a marriage between Slaves, in 
this island, is a thiug an beard of." (p. 14.) 
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.y.rjiir. . 9. JAMAICA. .i 

tftofe registry returns for tMi Mawi are «» foltotars : — 

Males. Ftemrfftfc' Tthfc 

I» 18R *,.„...> 17^831. •.•173,3 19 ,„„,,». 3*64*0 f 
1820 ..,<**; 17(V46§.4,<-.17i;»ia .,.*♦,«,. ;$42;3«8 



* Apparent tacrease in thr.ee years '. 3,768 

*It appears, however, (hat during those years about 200ft 
'persons were manumitted, reducing this apparent decrease to 
1768; to which if the balance of imports of Staves over the 
exports be added, it raises the decrease to 1800, being a 
decrease of little more than one half per cent, in that time. 

If a reference is made, however, to the tax rolls df Jamaica, 
a somewhat different result is, produced. - In March 1820, 
these returns gave a Slave population of only 324,526, and in 
March 1823, of 317,587, exhibiting a decrease of 6,939 ; and 
if 2000 manumissions are supposed to have occurred in this 
interval also, the real decrease would then be 4939, which 
would amount to one and a half per cent, in that time, or a half 
per cent; per annum. In these tax rolls the smallest number 
of Slaves appears to be enrolled, even d"bwn to one Slave. 
But whatever be the .principle of omission, we may presume 
that it operates with tolerable uniformity. On any supposition 
however, the difference between the registry return, and the 
tax returns, or the givings-in, as they are called, is so large as 
to require explanation. It seems improbable that 15,000, or 
16,000 Slaves should be excluded from the cognizance of the 
parochial vestries, when the returns descend in innumerable 
instances to one Slave ; and when even the cattle owned by 
persons possessing no Slaves are carefully noted. Besides, 
when persons omit to give in their Slaves, they are assessed 
by the vestries, and such assessment is specified, so that there 
seems to be scarcely any room left for omissions. These 
discrepancies require to be cleared up before any certain 
conclusion can be drawn from the returns of population 
in Jamaica. 
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The stamp ou manumissions appears to be 10/. A bond 
lias also been required to the extent of 100/., which has neces- 
sarily proved a hindrance to manumissions. In Antigua, where 
no such obstacles exist, manumissions proceed at the rate of 
about 160-in each year. The proportionate rate for Jamaica 
would be 1600, whereas it is not more than 640. 

In eight of the twenty-one parishes of Jamaica, the number 
of persons taken up as runaways; who claimed to be free but 
were sold for their jail fees, amounts in fonr years to 12. 
The parishes omitted, however, are by far the most important, 
as respects this species of atrocity, both Kingston and Spanish 
Town beiag among them. (No. 347, p. 131.) 

The marriages of Slaves in 14 years, from 1808 to 1822, are 
thus given. (No. 347, p. 130.)— 

Slaves, Marriages. 

Parish of Kingston, about 8,000 1,348 

St. George 13,000 47 

Manchester 16,000 8 

* St. Dorothy 5,000 3 

St. John's 6 t 000 1 

St. Thomas in the Vale . 1 2,000 

Vere.. 8,000 . I 

Clarendon ".. 18,500 2 . 

St Mary 25,000 35 

St. Ann 24,000 

Sf. Elizabeth 19,000 

Portland 6,000 27 

St. James 26,000 2 

Hanover * 24,000 , 

Falmouth 28,600. I 

Port Royal 7,000... 2 

StDavidV... 8,000 102 

St. Thomas in the East... 26,000 1602 

St Andrews 16,000 415 

St. Catherines ' 7,500 No return. 

Westmoreland 21,400 ...... •ditto. 

325,600 3,496 
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10- ' WONTSBRRAT. : 

In the paper No. 424, the returns from Montserrat are as 
follows; namely, • ! i . • 

Malt*.!- /Females. . .-. Total. » « • • 

In 1817 3,047 3,503 0,610 

J820 ,.„, 3>032......3,473 .......... 0,505 

Apparent decrease in three years ... 105 
The balance of exports - over imports, in those three years, 
appears to have been 33, and the number of, manumission^, 43. 
The real decrease, therefore, does not exceed 29, or not quite 
a half per cent, in that time. 
No marriages of Slaves had been legally solemnized in Mont- 
* serral. (No. 89, p. 03*) 

t 

11. NEVIS. 

The registry returns from Nevis of the Slave population 
are as follows : — 

Males. Females. Total. 

In 1817 4,685......4,917 9,602 

1822 4,583 4,678 9,261 

Apparent decrease in five years .... 341 
No return is made of Slaves either imported into, or exported 

from, Nevis. The manumissions, from lrfl7 to 1822, are 34. 

The real decrease, therefore, of the Slave population, is 307. 

or about 3^ per cent, in that time. 

There, is no tax on manumissions in Nevis. 
yThere have been no marriages of Slaves legally solemnised 

in that island. (No. 347, p. 147.) 

12. ST. CHRISTOPHER'S. 

The following are the registry returns from this island :— 
Males. Females. Total.* 

In 1817 ...... 0,686.... 10,483 .... m 20,168 

1622 9,505 10,312 19,817 



Apparent decrease in five years ... 351 
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The balance of Slaves exported in Jbose years, above those 
imported, was 22; and the number manumitted 320; making a 
real decrease in five years of only 9, or a little less than -fr per 
cent, in that time. 

No marriages of Slaves have been legally solemnised in St. 

Christopher's*. 

There exists now no tax on maimmtsstons. • 

13. ST. LUCIA.. 

f h* following are the registry returns from this island :— 
Males, females. Total. 

In 1819 6,811 8,228 1,5032 

1822 «- 6,297 7,497 1,3794 

Apparent decrease in three years 1245 
being at the rate of 8£ per cent, or upwards of 2f per ceat. 
per annum. 

There are no returns either of exports or imports, or of 
manumissions, which might possibly reduce this rate of decrease. 
. The tax on manumissions is 99/. currency. If we even suppose 
800 to be manumitted in that time, we shall still have the 
enormous decrease of 6^ per cent, in three years, or 2-^ per 
annum*. - > 

14. ST. VINCENT. . , 

- The registry returns froas thb island, are the following: — 
Males. . Females. . Total, 

In 1817 12,743 12,475 25,218 

1822 12,007.. ....22,245... , 24,252 , 

Apparent decrease in five years 966 

The balance of imports over exports, during four pf those 
years, is 647; 1041 having been imported and 394 exported, 
If a fourth more is added for the remaining time, it will make 
an excess of Imports amounting to 808. the manumissions 
during four years were 1B0. A fourth being added will, raise 
them to 236. This number deducted from 608, leaves 572 
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to be added to the apparent decrease which will then amount 
to 1538, being about (hVptr cent* in that time, or a little 
more than 1| per cent, per annum. 

Previous to September, 1820, a tax of 100/. was paid on 
manumissions. It was then taken off. Between the 17th of 
January and the 20th September 1821. not quite nine mouths, 
90 manumissions took place. In the preceding thirteen years, the 
number had been 331, being atthe fate of 25 or 26 in each year. 

No marriage has been legally solemnized between Slave* in 
St. Vincent. 

15. TOBAGO. 
The registry returns for Tobago, are as follows:-** 

Males. Females. Total. 

In 1819 ...... 7,633 7,837 ...... 15,470 

1822 6,952 7,363 ...... 14,315 

Apparent decrease in three years ......... 1*155 

The exports and imports are not given ; but they have pro- 
bably been very trifling. From the accounts received from the 
other islands, the excess of imports appears to have been about 
30, which is precisely the number of manumissions effected in 
the same time, balancing each other. The apparent decrease 
is therefore nearly the real decrease, amounting to more thatt 
H per cent, in three years, or 2£ per cent, per annum. 

Forn time there was no tax on manumissions in Tobago; 
but in 1814 a tax of 100/. was imposed on each manumission, 
Previous to the imposition of this tax, the manumissions effect* 
ed were at the rate of 41 annually. After its imposition, in 
1815, there were only four manumissions; in 1816, three; 
in 1817; eight; ifi 1818, one; 'in 1819, six; in 1820, four. 
The tax appears to have been repealed in 1821, and by the 
month of September m that year twenty bad been already en* 
franchised. (No. 80, p. 60*) 

No marriages of Slaves have been legally solemnized in To* 
bago. 

- x 
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16. TRINIDAD. 
The returns from Trinidad to the Registry are only for 1816 
and 1010, and are as follows : 

Males. Females. x Total. 

In 1816 14,133 , 11,411 26,514 

1819 13,166 10,382 « 23,637 



• Apparent decrease in four years 2,007 

In that time, however, there were imported inlo Trinidad, 
2,306 Slaves, and 112 were exported, the balance being 
2,004. The manumissions in that time were 499. The real 
decrease therefore will stand thus : 

Apparent decrease ........ 2,007 

Balance, of Imports 2,094 



4,101 
Deduct manumissions ♦ 499 



3,602 
being at the rate of 14} per cent, in that time or 3f per 
cent, per annum. * 

No tax has been imposed on manumissions \n Trinidad. No 
marriages of Slaves are stated to have taken place in that 
island. 

The White population in 1821 is stated to have been, males 
1,679, females 1561 ; in all 3,440; — the free population, Black 
and Coloured, including Indians, males 6640, females 7744 ; in 
all 14,684. (No. 89, p. 120.) 

, 17. VlttOIN ISLANDS. 

- The. Slave population of these islands by the registry was 
*• fallows t-w 

Males. ' Females. Total. ' 

In 1818 3,231,.... .3,668 6,899 

1821 •*...—. 2 > 975......3,485 ..6,460 



Apparent decrease in three years 439 
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Doting that time the exports amounted to* '9 Slaves. Tile 
tiftntrmJssions We^e about 84;' making together^, which, de- 
deetexT from- the apparent decrease, leaves* 346 for the' real 
decrease in these 4 three ' years, being about ' 5^'per cent; "'fa 
that time, or 1-^per cent, per annum. '■ J ' ' ^ ''' 

No t a* is now paid on manumissions in To'rtoip; f an > S r?o 
mar ridge of Slaves is stated to have been solemnized. w¥% ' w :i 

In stating the number of Slaves sold under executions at 
Tortola, the parliamentary return; No. 89, stales also the price* 
The whole price brought by 73 Slaves was -5124/. currency, 
being at the rate of 70/. 4s. currency each, or about 35/. ster- 
ling. Seventeen of these were men sold, singly, for 1024/., 
being on \he average 107/. 5s., or 53/. 10s. sterling each. Nine- 
teen were women sold, singly, at the sum of 1454/., being, on the 
average, 76/. 10*. currency, or 38/. sterling each; four of these, 
who appear to have had no families, went at the following prices: * 
143/., 140/., 186/., and 150/. currency. The average of the re- 
mainder was only 53/. currency, or 27/. 105. sterling. Thirty- 
seven were sold in families for the sum of 1856/., being at the rate 
of 50/. currency, or 25/. sterling for each. Now these sales took 
place before 1822 ; therefore before prices could have been 
affected by any of the discussions which have been supposed 
to have had the effect of depreciating West-India property. 

18. HONDURAS. 

The only return of the population of this settlement, laid 
before the House of Commons, is dated in March 1824. It 
states the Slaves to amount to 2,600, the free Blacks and 
People of Colour to 1750, and the Whites to 150; besides 
200 of the 2d West-India Regiment. 

19. THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE/ 

There have no population returns been received from this 
"colony. The Slaves are supposed to be about 25,000. 

20. THE MAURITIUS. 

The number of the Slaves in this island x is stated by the 
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Bcgistrar to bivt tannin 1816, 87,362; namely, £0,363 males 
and 24,415 females ; and in 1810 to have been 8Q,lfL6; being a 
decrease in four year? of 7,167. or upwards of 2 per cent, per 
<annum f . .A recent return to the House of Commons .stall* 
the Slave population in 1822 to be only 03,679. If thif be a 
correct return, then, in the three intervening years, the decrease 
must have amounted to the enormous number of 16,506, or.7per 
cent, per annum. ' Can this be, so? The number of Whites at 
t^be same date was 10,369, and of the free Black and Coloured 
population 13,476. 

The following table may serve to give a clearer view of the 
results of the present very defective information which has 
been furnished on this moat important subject : — 
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View of the Rate ef Increase and Decrease of the Slave Population in 
each of the British Colonies^ of the Qpatititv of Sugar tohith was 
imported from each into this Country and Ireland in 1824* and of the 
Proportion which the same bears to its Population. 



COLONIES. 



1. Antigua 

2. Bahamas. 

3. Barbadoes 

4. Berbice 

5. Bermuda. 

6. Cape of Good) 




Hope 

7. Demerara 

8. Dominica 

9. Grenada -~ 

10. Honduras 

11. Jamaica 

12. Mauritius 

13. Montserrat 

14. Nevis — ~ 

15. St. Kitt's 

16. St. Luci 



17. St. Vincent, 

18. Tobago 

19._Tririidad 

20. Virgin Islands 



.2 to 3 



VMM 

t 

1 

I 



•S3- 

v 2 ** 

lit 



1? 
Ill 

30,500 
11,000 
79,000 
23,500 
5,300 

25,000 

74,000 
16,000 
25,000 

2,700 

340,000 

80,000 

6,500 

9,000 
20,000 
13,500 
24,000 
14,000 
22,500 

6,000 

827,500 



-I 



240,000 
no sugar 

291,000 

65,000 

no sugar 

ditto 

647,000* 

42,000 

227,000 

no sugar 

1,481,000 

unknown 

31,000 

41,000 

132,000 

76,500 

247,000 

124,000 

267,000 

21,000 



3J 
7*<V 

s* 



<•) The average of this island is considerably below this amount, and may 
be reckoned at abont 6J cwt. for eadi slave. 

(*> This colony has trebled its culture of sugar since 1810, small as it now is. x 
. « The usual crop of Nevis is considerably more ; on the average, abont 
cwt. to each slave. 

« In some preceding years the crops of these islands were donble that of 
1824. 

* In the mention made of the quantity of sugar from Demerara, p. 143, the 
quantity imported into Ireland was inadvertently omitted. ' 
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By referring to the Report, pp. 28, 29, it will be perceived 
that the estimates there made differ in some respects from 
those contained in the above, table. This difference ^arises 
partly from the additional information which has lieen obtained 
since the Report was drawn up and printed, partly from a dif- 
ferent year having been taken as the point of comparison, and 
partly from the imports into Ireland, formerly overlooked being 
now takeniQto account. Still the general results are the same. 
Wlien the sugar culture is large, the decrease of the Slaves is in 
general large ; and when the sugar culture is small, the decrease 
is in general very considerably diminished, until, in a few in- 
stances, there is no decrease, but rather an increase. In a case 
•of this kind it would be vain to look for any thing like an exact 
proportion between the destruction of life and the extent, of 
sugar cultivation. A thousand other circumstances interfere 
to modify that proportion, as climate, laws, institutions, cus- 
toms, religion, food, clothing, habitations, medical treatment, 
&c. But still, is it possible to compare the Bahamas, fearba- 
dpes,lkrbice, and Dominica, with Antigua, Demerara, Grenada, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Tobago, and Triiiidad, without seeing the 
destructive nature of that sugar cultivation, which is stimulated 
by bounties and protecting duties. 

The Committee will close this long article with an extract 
from a pamphlet lately published by Hatchard, eutitled, 
" Review of the Quarterly Review, or an Exposure of the 
erroneous Opinions promulgated in that Work on the Subject 
pf Colonial Slavery;" 

" In 1749, according to Mr. Long, the Maroons of Jamaica r 
amounted by actual census to 660. In 1770, it appears by 
the Privy-Council Report, that they had increased to 885, an 
increase of one-third in twenty-one* years. In 1782, Sir 
Archibald Campbell, then Governor of Jamaica, found them 
to be about 1200, having nearly doubled since 1749. In 1796 
the Maroon war; broke out, on the close of which upwards jof - 
600 Maroons were transported to Nova Scotia, and thence to 
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Sierra Leone ; yet in lBftO jthe number remaining in tbe island 
amounted to 893. In 1816 they had increased, according to 
Mr. Stewart, to J 055; being an iucrcase of eighteen per cent, 
in six years ; and in 1821 the sama gentleman, computes their 
number at 1200, being an increase of fourteen per cent, ia fire 
years,*.. 

u Now, it is frankly admitted by Mr. Bryan Edwards, and no 
change has taken place in that respect since his. time, '.that 
no attempt whatever had been made by the legislature of 
Jamaica to civilize or to christianize these people. Neither a 
chapel nor a school has yet been erected for their benefit. 
Polygamy still prevails among them. v They are the same iguer 
rant, vicious, idolatrous, and brutal, people their parents were 
when first brought from Africa. Such is the picture drawn of 
the Maroons by Mr. Edwards, himself a planter residing in 
Jamaica; and yet the Maroons, because they are free, as we 
have seen, increase rapidly. 

" The Slave codes of several of the North-American States, 
and particularly of Carolina, Georgia, and Louisiana, are still 
more harsh and revolting than our own; and the prejudices 
there entertained againstthe African colour, are, if possible, 
still more deep-Tooted and inveterate than those of the British 
colonists ; and yet, if we compare the practical results of the 
treatment of 'the Slaves in the two cases, we shall be astonished 
at the difference. 

" In 171)0 the Slave population of tbe United States amounted 
by the census, to 670,690. In 1820 it had risen to 1,531,431, 
being an increase of nearly 130 percent, in thirty years." 

" In 1780, the Slave population of Jamaica was above 250,000. 
Without any importations, this population, proceeding at the 
American /ate of increase, ought in 1820 to have grown to 



* A recent return of the Maroons has been laid before Parliament, 
which •sneVt that Mr. Stewart's statement was not qnite correct. It 
now appears, that in July 1824, their number amounted exactly to 1,200 ; 
which though it doe* not g\?e 14 per cent, in ^\e yeais, yet gives that 
tate in eight years, being nearly 2 per cent; per annum; white theVur- 
rqundipg Slave population of the same race and colour is decreasing. . 
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675,000. The actual population, however, in 1820 was onlj 
840,000 ; exhibiting* deficiency, as compared with the United 
Stales, of 236,000 Slaves in thirty years* But during these 
thirty years, of rather daring the first eighteen of them, 
189,000 Slaves were imported into Jamaica from the coast of 
Africa, and retained in it. Without counting, therefore, on 
any natural increase from these importations, the number in 
the island in 18^0 ought to have been 764,000, being 424,000 
mote than were actually to be found there in that year. With- 
out calculating on any increase at all* either from the stock of 
1700,/ or the subsequent importations, the number of Slaves 
ought to be 430,000. The actual population in 1820 was 
300,000 less. What a bill of mortality is here to be accounted 
for! 
> " But let us take another view of the subject. 

" In the year 1690 Jamaica contained 40,000 Slaves. Had 
these been allowed to increase since that time, at the rate of 
the Slaves in the United States since 1790, they would now 
have amounted to three or four millions ; or even if they had 
Increased at the rate at which the Maroons, a part of their 
own body, have, when undisturbed, been increasing, they 
Would now amount to two or three millions* But, besides this 
Original stock of 40,000 Slaves, there have been imported into 
and retained in Jamaica upwards of 800,000 Africans. Had 
these 840,000 Slaves merely maintained their numbers, the 
Slave population of Jamaica would be from two to three times 
as numerous as it is. But bad they gone on increasing at the 
rate of Slaves in the United States,- or even at that of-the Ma* 
roons in Jamaica itself, the population would now have been 
quite immense. 

" But if we comprehend in our estimate, not only Jamaica but 
the whole of our Slave Colonies, and. review the progress of 
population in them all, since their first formation, how appalling 
would be the amount of human life, in fact of human sacrifice, 
which they have cost us, and which they are still costing us f 
And what have been the proximate causes of all this frightful 
accumulation of misery and death 1 Without all question, they 
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h&vthwt\,wtra1ty4>f *r<p twin t 4 excwofJafaw, and sumtmt* 
Gf.fotf, .^poUwcai^^ fiin.be assign*) <wbk:fc areata!} ade- 
quate Jo iMw pwducltfw P* Jflicli e(k)M s **ehav.e b.e*n cop- 

tl#t m ppw,pqnt*4nf h|te the faetsdftajUfld *h#yp, fc*t us 
StftiHfer th* uipxa:iBp!e4p«»tf qf h^fiwi l^fe, whicbth^^^^ 
of.qu* co4o#jes cooUqueaty produce.;. togffMwr ; wiA^f|^e 
pa* .antf wretcfaedflf*} tltfl ^nBM«h tf hi^h^wch w^j*wt 
uece^rily occasion; m4 A*? 4»8* wMlW WftW >vw*,!npt 
Wfely qf pqawwa j humanity #n& UH>r«%» >M of Ata.mM 
selfish and ft/afdid e*pe#HWJi U ja a system. whicJmught.f^be 
tolerated by tfw pOMnarj, And fbis cpnsj<ipratr?n wtyl^ppss 
mo** forcibly on every mind not warped fry.* Mi»£<o£ffr~ 
fwial iptfireaj, Whea^c recollects, that, ;puUiu,g the wtol$!#le 
4«?«aiation Af rlb« >iist«{iv with aUUh* ap£ui*li no4 WW** it 
involves, wfeoWy out of the question, it actually cost* u* nose 
to main taw* ^H»iV would ti> ^tiwgaifih it v Thef«e*tiifpte*f 
all our Slave Colonies, fairly valued, would not require a larger 
annuity to purchase it than we now pay in the bounties and pro- 
tecting duties which alone uphold Slavery, independently of 
the means of defence we furnish to the planters against the 
consequences of their own system. Will, then, the parliament 
and people of Great Britain suffer this system to continue ? 
It is quite impossible.; They will demand that the evil should 
be forthwith abated ; and that it should be finally, and at no 
very distant period, removed. ' 

" It has become the fashion to extol the abolition of the Slave 
Trade as an act of distinguished magnanimity on the part of 
Great Britain. Its horrors had made a deep impression on the 
public mind. AH who pretend to a single spark of humanity, 
or a single feeling of justice, now concur in reprobating it. 
Even the West-Indians have of late been as loud as their neigh- 
bours in applauding the abolition. And yet, what was there 
in the Slave Trade, that consummation of wickedness, which 
has rendered it at length the common execration of mankind, 
that, on a close inspection, may not be found to characterise the 
' Negro Slavery of our European polonies 1 There were, doubt- 

Y 
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less; humane slave-traders residing in London, Liverpool/ and 
Bristol, who would ^have shrunk from any. deed of blood ; who 
gave' the strictest orders for the humane treatment of their 

' living cargoes ; and who pleaded those orders in defence and 
justification of their traffic. So we have now humane aiid be- 
nevolent planters residing in England, who issue admirable 
instructions to their agents, but who cannot by such* powerless 

' instruments stay the hand of brutal oppression, or arrest ibe 
tide of death which sweeps over their plantations. The evil 
is not to be cured by suc*h menus! The Parliament of England 
gave the word, and its African Slave-Trade was at bnceeitin- 
gtrished. The Parliament of Great Britain has only again to 
cats* it* voice to be decisively 'heard, atod-ttaegtfilty system of 
colonial bondage which' polices ^he national cha ratrter'f imd 
converts some of the fairest pdriibns of the empire into a ehar- 
nel house; will also cease ere Irrtig 1 universally afrffor ever; and 
wto perfect i&fety to ait co^c^eto. 1 ' pp.06— 1<».' 
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, . STATB AND POPULATION OF HAYTI*. 

In the New Tinges of tfce 29tb November, 18124, are inserted 
certain Haytian returns, furnished by General Inginac, the 
Secretary of State of that Government, and uot only signed 
officially by him, bjut accompanied by a letter assuring his cor- 
respondent of their authenticity and accuracy; 



\ " - t . , No. L — Population, , .. ,. , 

General Census of the Population qfifie different Jrrondisfei$ent$ 
and Districts tf tie Repuilic of Hayti. ,,.. 



No, of 
Arrondi#ement». Inha- 

, .,.«; v U ) bfcala* 

Port-au-Prince •••••• •. %• • 89^64 

Gap Hattietf O. iWw ^ . . 59,506 

• Gayer j • •. V • ^\ • A t\w ^APMrdiMHIG 

Aqaih .?J.**. c W.W.2\i-. 58,587 

GoAai'res 33,542 

Ttbnron ....„..,*...*..»<.. 37,927! 

PortdePaix • 26,058! 

<>*ttrfntMa?c -J*w. IT^TOSI 

^tftote Plate v . r - • lOflfa 

<~ ; &emel vUW**.; i 1 99,108 

tftikper •• »**.jv..; 44,473 

'-^ftolaiberte'- ••»•••*•'•'•»••• 2i$J0 

^ILebgaoe — r 55>,*2l 

' Monte Christ > %m 

M61e • •.-* ^.»*Titko 

•'ftirebalai*-— • • 53>&q 



Arrondissemtnts. 

Limb6 ,,.„...,... 

"Grande ItitffcreJV. .V>. -WlU 

SfeiMQeiaftev * * I- \a • »t&u« 

,.^ntVag 1 ue. ^4fu.,n*V 

ualilaua *.*•,..••««.«*. 

Neybe 

Aeua ......>.*; i wv. •». 

-&fttnt Jean r . • 

Uauiatte • w« •»*•'•••••'• • 
1 Arcahaie • i <••••.••%%.;•.. . 

Cr6ix df s Bouquets . * . .% 
* v Oranda- Bois - \ % \ • • •■« ■• • •■•* 

La Vega. .».*». ...**>.. 

lie 'Crou . • ... . . 



No. of 
Inha- 

bitants. 

33,475 
**&2 

W,862 

W,419 

"20,162 
°*2,209 
2,581 
3,500 
2,745 
t;026 
4,805 

13*883 
6yt99 
6,178 
3,082 



Tetal.... 935,335 






m;..^ See th ^ RjpQ,.^ pp/39; 40; ' " " . . * (| 
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No. II. — Army. 

Statement of the Army by Land and Sea of the Republic of 
Hayti in full force, conformably with the Proclamation of the 
President of Hayti, dated the 6th January, 1824. 



Troops 
ofitM 
Line. 



Number 

Designa(fonft)Br«Kgip *U « » fcf > 
Corps'. 



■ ' f Horse Grenadiers.. 1 

Guard I Horse Chasseurs . . 1 

of the J • \ tti>rs%€ai'afcrn*e>*>.y 1< 

President. Foot Grenadiers . > 

L Foot Chasseurs. . ) 

£0ra«00Uf( ..*%..** 

j Infantry .......... 

i ArllrteiV......--« t 

G 5a*f er » & FioHe^ri £<)C* n )< 

Gendarmerie 

Falice of the Towns 

andBourgs . 
Military Marine 



Ho. of 

Men each 

Corps. 



it 

33 

• 5 s 



4 Legion. 

20 De- 

tachmts 



660 
660 
WW 

2,000 

-•■•*•' 
720 

00 
1,320 

\ iW 

&>6 



General 
Total. 



660 
660 
660 

2,000 

l,04ti 

23,760 

4,0*0 

5,280 



45,520 



The present force cerKfle^ ak anfnoSniting <6^ forty-five thousand tiye 
the Twenty**** fa***iM^&*kto> -'-■. \ K ~ * 






No. III.— NAijieWAii/ Guards. 

> ISij^wn .tf ifa $ Jim. National GuarJ*^ &e 

. vneyuUU^fHayi^4mga$Med imf»rm<My^h'the'L(^^^ 

EJune-lBYS; dmMnV^fyJflm tM dcVoYdihgW^PK- 
rMtiW-offht 'PreiWMv&tedtfte tth January, I9^V„ ', 

it C f i. : •' Hritiofl 

i KJ: . A/tQMiivetfieqts, .... , »Ap i 

,,r« i: v,ni. *iw*H 

*9<*t- VI-£riA<tt f ,,.... -«4 13 kW 
* Gap Ifa'lUen. „,,,, ,, P *>f»» ..#tg3 

Qaffpr. „#*»«»****«** «%*>•-/ iWH] 
v 'tSnto .Pjw wgo ,,n>*rj*-*> 1 4iUW 
J^jnie.,, .,,,,,,,,, ,.™.'MP« 

Af)pu\ *>*.*^. .-.• • ••.• • w.' 8|Q$5! 

-CtaMfres .'. 4,6101 

' »7J&f&PA ,..'• <##• . . • • • 5,233i 

-^bvt-de Paix 3,07fij 

Saint Marc 3,066 

Ppr te Plate ...; . J,530 

Jacmel .14,000 

Nipper ,.r^ §,213 

FortLiberte i,0W 

Leogane • 6,860 

Monte Christ 668 

Mole 2,881 



ArisondiMemtikts* • 



M/ribalaU rare*' ,fc^0 

&M>6 ......... v . . v,4w. ,, . £ipo 

tftisnde JBWiere '..MmMlj* 

.jtfafmelade.... r > ,ft$4 

)#ai* Yague. ...... »w***m j ; \8*2 

iJBprgna . ••••••«••«.•• #»of;i 

ftapiana. •*»**«>. 

*rflMye *.••••«.••«••«••»••«• • • 

<^JIW « ••«•«••« . « • * . «fe* » I'.Wi 

Saint Jean ,...." 

La matte •••••••••*• • » . • • 

Arcahaie 



Croix da* Bouquets* 

fcrahds feois 

La Vega 

Le Cron • 



mo 

- J*o 

345 
100 
832 

1,221 
926 
718 
100 



Total 113,328 
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These returns were accompanied*by a list of fourteen schools, 
male and female, established in Port-au- Prince alone, contain* 
' ing 873 pupils ; all of whom are taught their religious and 
moral duties, as well as reading, writing, arithmetic, and 
grammar ; and many are tnstrtoritifett fcn* the higher branches of 
education. 

When the above details are fully considered, it will be seen that 
it 15 not without reason that General Inginac, in the letter referred 
10 above, speaks, with confidence, of the progress of Hayti in tJbp 
path of improvement,, and of its' safety against foreign ajttack. 
'* bur system ofdefence, both on the coasts and in' the. interior** 
lie says, " is so completely organized, anxj our political adminis- 
tration moves with so much regularity in ail its ramifications, 
trial I am convinced we cannot oe surprised by, any enemy ; 
and certainjy we shall not become the.c^upes of any. artifice,? 

.,-,.... i:ui - •...■..'. ."■:■... •■...- / .< 
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EXPENSE OF THE WEST INDIES*. 



TOiS' ifiscal advantages grartted to the West Indies, besides 
greatly cramping our trade with the East Indies, and with 
1 other parts 1 of {ne world are attended with a very heavy ex- 
pense to the public. They consist of the following items. 
* '-' TL. *k' bounty on the export of sugar, which raises the price 
b? tlbaV article' not only to the exporter but to the consumer, 
to the extent of six shillings a cwt., making of itself a sum of 
1,200,000*. 

2. A protecting duty on sugar the growth of British India, 
amounting to ten shillings a cwt.;' the duty on West-India 
sugar being twenty-seven shillings, and on East-India sugar 
thirty-seven shillings a cwt. 

3. A prohibitory duty on all other sugars to the amount of 
thirty-six shillings a cwt, the duty on them being sixty-three 
shillings. 

4. A protecting duty on East*India coffee to the extent of 
twenty-eight shillings a cwt, and on all other coffee, including 
Sierra Leone, to the extent of eighty- four shillings a cwt, 

5. A protecting duty of the same amount on cocoa nuts* 

6. A protecting duty on East-India ginger of eleven shil- 
lings and sixpence a cwt., and on all other ginger of forty-one 
shillings and sixpence. 

7. A protecting duty on East-India arid all other indigo, of 
nine shillings and fourpence the cwt« 

. 8. A protecting duty on East-India rum of six shilling and 
ninepenca the gallon, and on all other rum of eight shillings. 

0. A protecting duty on East-India and all other cotton 
wool, of six per" cent, ad valorem. 

———————— ■ i ■ " * ' " ■ » 1 1 mm ii m^m^am.mmm 

* See Report, p. 44, line 2S—*9. 
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10. A protecting duty on a variety of other articles, such 
as dye wood s, tumeric, mahogany, hides, &c. &c. 

All these advantages given to the Slaveholder, to the mani- 
fest detriment of the general interests of the empire, it has 
been shewn above, in the ljtepo/t, .aggravate the misery of the 
Slave. ' / ^" ,nV 

But besides these sacrifices made by the publfc to uphold 

Negro Slavery, the expense of our Slave Colonies during the 
year 1824, a year of profound peace/ for navat and' military 
defence and other contingencies, has amounted to upwards of 
l,tf 00,000)., and this is an expeiise which is going on from year 
to year. • "\ "' 

tutting the whole together ;— the direct expense incurred 
for the maintenance and defence of these colonies ; the, effect 
of the bounty on sugar, and of the protecting duty on that and 
other articles ; and the' injury' done to our commerce witji 
India and other parts of the world, * by the restrictions imposed 
'upon it in order to favour the holders of Slaves ; — it would be a 
very low estimate to reckon the annual loss to the empire 
from this pernicious system at four millions of pounds sterling; 
to which must be added also the opprobrium and the guilt" 
which attend it. ' 
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PLAN, FOB THE EMANCIPATION pf^TItq SL^VftS*, , 

One great evil of the system of Colonial Slavery has bgfP* i^ifit 
' the female Slaves, instead of ^being principally engaged, as 

women usually are in all civilized countries, in such domestic 
duties as have for their object the caryatid comfort of husbands 
and children, have had in general to undergo precisely tjie 
, same kind and degree of toil as the men, .and under the sajne 
debasing circumstances. Th,ey have been made to labour in 
the field from the morning-dawn to night-fall underv th.e lash, 
and have been equally liable to be cart-whipped. ?y this 
rude treatment, which commences at an earfy a^e, at .40 early 
a,n age as five or six, they are not onjy tendered less capable 
of bearing children, and exposed to a variety jpf accidents 
tending to produce miscarriage t, but they are debarred from 
the opportunity of fulfilling their conjugal or maternal duties, 
or of communicating the charm of home to the domestic circle. 
When in the last months of pregnancy, indeed, they are usually 
allowed some remission of labour ; and, while suckling their 
children, they are indulged with from half an hour to an hour 
in the morning and evening, and are excused from the oppressive 
' task of collecting grass for the horses or cattle after the labour 
of the field is over. But at all other times the females enter 
y the field and quit it at the same hour with the men. No time 

whatever is allowed them which the men do npt also* enjoy, for 
domestic arrangements, or for the preparation of meals. 
These offices therefore, if attended to at all, must be super- 

* See Report, p. 44* line 6—2 from bottom. t See Supra, p. 115. 
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added to the exhausting labours of the field which they have to 
-perform for as many hours, aod generally to as great an amount 
as the men. . 

The West-Indian' writers have laboured hard to shew, that 
much of the depopulation of their estates is to be ascribed <*; 
miscarriages designedly brought about, by the women. Such a-. 
statement, however, is entirely groundless. The. fact is, that • 
these miscarriages generally occur, in the fir »t three; or four 
taont'h^ of pregnancy, .during which, the. proofs beiug not yet , 
visible to the naked eje, the. overseers, fearful of being imposed , 
u pan, allow no remission of the usual toil, norany^exemptioii 
from the usual stimulants to labour, to women pretending to- 
be in the family way. They continue to be worked in the usual 
way, during the very time when the liability to miscarriage 
is the greatest. No one. who . knows the indulgence which 
women in that slate require, and the constant but teasing in- 
disposition, to which (without any indications of actual disease 
requiring medical advice or transmission to the hospital) they 
are liable, will, deem any farther explanation of the causes of. 
^ decrease among the Slaves in the West Indies necessary, when 
lie learns, that during the first months of pregnancy the women 
experience no relaxation of their labour, but work in the field 
under the whip as many hours and as intensely as the men.. 
Nothing can effectually remedy this evil, but their entire ex- 
emption from compulsory labour in the field. 

* In this country we deem it enough for married women in 
general to sustain the various pains and cares connected with 
the relation of wife and mother, such as child-bearing, nursing, 
keeping their houses and families in cleanliness and comfort, 
making, mending, and washing the clothes of their husbands, 
and children, preparing their food, &c. They may also per-, 
haps attend to the milking of a cow, the rearing of a pig, or to 
some light garden work, with a view -to increase their little t 
family comforts. Beyond this their labours are only occasional,! 
such as. spinning a little at home, washing, and, at certain 
seasons of the year, employing themselves in bey-waking' 
leaping, Ac. h . ....... .7... 
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If such were tfafe employments of female Slaves in our Colo- 
nies, instead of the severe system of exaction which actually 
prevails there, we should have witnessed a large increase of the 
Slav* population. Hitherto, however, as far as respects them, 
the prime and essential objects of female attention have never 
t>een practically thought of by the Colonists/ The harsh 
labour of the hoe and the bill, in the* field, under the whip, 
from early dawn to night-fall, has been, as has already been 
observed, their unceasing lot. Uutil this evil is rectified, there 
can be little hope of any material increase of population. In 
point of fact, the women who have arrived at puberty^ re em- 
ployed, during part of the year, in doing that which, in thia 
and every other civilized country, is the sole work. of ploughs 
and cattle ; namely; turning up the soil. 

The Colonists will doubtless allege, that they cannot possibly 
dispense with the labour of the women iu the field. It might 
be shewn, however, that, had they proceeded on the plan of 
dispensing generally with their labour in the field, they would 
have been gainers in various ways; as well by the higher 
prices tbey would have obtained on the diminished quantity 
of their sugar, as by the progressive increase and improved 
circumstances of the Slave population : and even now, it can- 
not be doubted,' that they would still be gainers, if, instead of 
continuing to subject the women to a kind and degree of toil 
incompatible with the growth of population, they would treat 
them as they are treated iu every civilized State, and exempt 
them altogether from compulsory labour in the field. - 
/ < No West Indian would deny that it would be highly desirable, 
if : the circumstances in which he was placed should enable him 
t6 do so 1 , to exempt his female Slaves from compulsory field 
labour, and to permit them to attend whorly>to their own domes- 
Ire concerns*, except when they might be induced to work for 
fcfre.: The effect of such a system c\>uld not fail to be bene- 
ficial io a variety of ways, if, for erfasnple, such an exemption 
from compulsory labour were < connected witii marriagey k 
woiild render the desWoft bet institution universal among them. 
Iu that case, not only would a much greater number oCpbildren 
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be born, but the mother's care, which is now but partially and 
inadequately bestowed upon tbem,wouW promote ihe preserr 
vation both of health and life; and her time, set. free from tjie 
compulsory labour of the field* would be applied to raise imue 
abutidabt meant of comfortable subsistence for herself, tar 
husband, and her family. 

But it will be said, thti4 by such a plan as this the amount of 
labotir would be greatly diminished/ and (he; crops be thus 
greatly reduced. Supposing this to he the. ease, why should the 
planters refuse to make some present sacrifice for the sake of 
a future and a much more than equivalent benefit ? Besides* it is 
the circumstance of tbeir having so' many superfluous hands out 
of crop, which has hitherto prevented them from adopting into 
use the plough, and other machines for abridging human labour, 
which would sfoon effectually make up for the subtraction of 
the compulsory labour of the women. At present, because out of 
crop, it is deemed necessary to find . employment for them, 
tbeir feeble frames are made to do the work of ploughs and 
cattle ; whereas, if the exaction of such unsuitable and injurious 
labour were to cease, ploughs and cattle would do the same 
work far more economically ; and in crop time, when the aid of 
the women might be wanted, tbeir labour might doubtless be 
obtained, as female labour is with us in the time of harvest, for 
hire on easy terms. 

Supposing, however, that th,e planters should still demur to tbi« 
view of th$ case, and should argue that the experiment is too 
hazardous a one for them to attempt at their own risk ; but that, 
if tried at all, it must be tried at the public expense; then it is 
worth while to inquirewhether.it would not be possible for Par- 
liament to enter into some arrangement which might effectually 
obviate this objection, while it might starve the farther impor- 
tant purpose of accelerating, in the easiest and most effectual 
way, the final extinction of Slavery. 

His Majesty's Government have been adopting, in the Colo r 
nies immediately subject to the Crown, and they have strongly 
recommended to the others, a variety of beneficial regulations 
for the present mitigation, and with a view to the ultimate ex- 



tinction, of slavery. Would it not be possible to superadd to 
*ll these the farther Measure of redeeming from the necessity 
of field labour, ali the female Slaves in all the colonies, of 
about forty years of age and under? All above that age* or 
pearly all, are already unfitted for bard- labour, a* well as for 
bearing children ; and though, on many accounts, it might be 
desirable to include them also, yet, will) a view to limit the 
expense, they are left out of the present calculation. . 
. The number of female Slaves in all our colonies may be esti- 
mated at about 360,000; from which if a sixth part be deducted 
for persons above the specified age, the number to be redeemed 
on this pfan will be about 300,000 of aH ages, from a day to 
forty years old. 

In paying to the proprietors of these women the price of their 
redemption, it ir not proposed to confer on them, though thus 
paid for, absolute and uncontrolled -freedom, until after the 
lapse of a certain time. In the mean time, they might still be 
considered as property (the property of the Crown perhaps), 
not for the purpose of subjecting ^hem to compulsory labour, 
but for other ends of the highest moment to their own and the 
general good. The right of controlling them would be exercised, 
in the first place, in preventing any disruption whatever of the 
' ties previously formed, or any change of their present domicile. 
Tbey would be required to continue to inhabit the same houses 
as formerly ; and their relations as wives or as children would 
remain undisturbed. The husband's of the father's house . 
would still be the abode of the wife or daughter, and bis provi- 
sion grounds would still be the scene of their exertions, and the 
source of their subsistence. The wife and the daughter also 
would naturally find a large share of their employment in at- 
tending to the concerns of the family/ in going to ma* ket, and 
in cultivating provisions. The daughter till married, and in 
tropical climates the marriageable age is early, should be em- 
ployed in pursuits calculated to promote her future usefulness, 
as a wife and mother. And whatever surplus time, either wife 
or daughter might have, might be given, if wanted, at some 
moderate rate of hire, to their former master, on the plantation 
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ta. which' the. husband or the fattier continued to be attached. 
The existing stat* of things would thus undergo no formidable 
disarrangement. No expense would be incurred by seeking or 
preparing new dwellings, or erecting any new machinery for 
purposes of superintendance ; and things would move on pretty 
much as before, except that the women would be more appro* 
priately occupied, and would be no longer subject to compul- 
sory field labour. In point of fact, the main difference between 
them and, the men, would be in the kind and degree of tjjeir 
labour, (a difference which finds its parallel in every civilized 
community,) and in that exemption from personal chastisement, 
to which they are already destined by the express determination 
of the Government, sanctioned by Parliament. In consequence, 
too, of the institution, of marriage, which is to be extended uni. 
versally throughout the colonies, the conjugal relation would of 
course be maintained in its natural order. The husband, as the 
head of the family, would possess the requisite authority to secure 
due subordination, and to restrain improper or licentious conduct. 

All the females in question having thus become free, without 
*he violation of any alleged rights of property, it is obvious, 
that their improved state would not prevent, but on the 
contrary would greatly promote, manumissions among the men. 
,Wives and mothers would naturally be desirous of aiding their 
husbands and sons to add to their peculium, with the view of 
obtaining the means of purchasing their freedom : so that, in 
twenty or thirty year,s, few traces of slavery would remain ; and 
in any event, as the offspring of free women must neces- 
sarily be free, slavery could not fail to terminate along with the 
natural extinction of the existing generation. 

And this happy change would, in this case, be effected with- 
out loss to the proprietor. He would be paid the value of all 
the Slaves who were made free ; and in their stead he would see 
rising around him an increasing and improving peasantry, either 
as labourers or as tenants, to cultivate his lands, and to make 
those lands doubly valuable to him. In the mean time, the 
price received for his women would enable him to introduce 
the plough, and those other agricultural improvements which 
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weekl tf themselves compensate to Mm the loss of the women's 
labour; while the increased comforts which his remaining . 
Slaves would enjoy from this arrangement would bate a most 
beneficial eA*ct on bis interests, by giving them strength ami 
spirits to labour for him, as well b# a cheering hope of their 
own emancipation* He would also have the further advantage 
of being »ble to obtain tbe labour of the women, when wanted^ 
for hire* at a moderate rate. 

The strongest objection which has been made to the etomn^ 
cipatioo of all tbe children, to be hereafter born, has been drawn 
from the danger of their being neglected; when their owners 
would have ceased to have any interest in their well-being. 
This objection would be obviated by the present plan, which 
secures to them the mother's care, and puts it in the power of 
mothers, to whose maternal feelings the matter may be safely 
entrusted, to devote to 'their offspring as much time as may be 
requisite for rearing therp. 
, In most of the islands provision grounds are so abundant, 
that no allowance of food is there made to the Slaves beyond a 
little salt fish. They derive their subsistence (the females as 
well as the males) from the cultivation of their grounds during 
the time allotted to* them for that purpose. These grounds* 
tinder the new state of things, would continue to be cultivated as 
before by the Slave and his family, but only with a greater effect 
and to a greater extent*. On this account it may be thought 

• In the colonies of Demerara, Berbice, and Barbadoes, a somewhat 
different conrse is at present pursned. The provision grounds, instead 
of being cultivated by each individual for himself, during a certain por- 
tion of his time set apart for that purpose, are cultivated by the labonr 
of the united gang, no time during the week being given to the Slaves ; 
and an allowance of the provisions thus reared is made to ttyem weekly* 
But this plan it would be easy to modify, so as to suit the new circum- 
stances in Which tbe Slaves would be placed. In the few small colonies 
where they have hitherto depended, in part at least, if not wholly, on im* 
ported provisions, devoting their labour and their land exclusively,!* 
sngar, it is highly important, for the interest of all parties, even without 
any reference to the present scheme, that their system shonld undergo 
an entire change. Indeed, in most cases, that change has already been 
commenced. 
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proper to charge a rent for aucb additional land as, in their 
altered circumstances, might be occupied by the Slave and his 
family l aa arrangement which might prepare the way for a sys- 
tem of tenantry similar to that: whiqb, according to HnmboMlv 
exists iq variou$ parts of Spanish America, where ©mancipation 
"" has now become general*? 

'Che means of education and religious instruction, which if is 
intended by Govern ment to establish in all the Colonies, will 
of course be made to extend equally: to the males and females ; 
so that they will grow up in the enjoyment of the same oppor^ 
tanitiesof moral and intellectual improvement; and the effect 



• "We observed," says Mr. Humboldt, " with a lively interest, the 
great number of scattered houses in the valley, inhabited by freed men' 
In the Spanish Colonies, the institutions and the manners are more fa* 
vourable to the liberty of the Blacks, than in the other European set. 
tletnents. In all these excursions we were agreeably surprised, not 
only at the progress of agriculture, but the increase of a, free laborious 
population, accustomed to toil, and too poor to rely on the assistance of 
Slaves. White aud Black farmers had every where small separate esta- 
blishments. Our host, whose father had a revenue of 40,000 piastres, 
possessing more lands than he could clear, he distributed them in the 
valley of Aragua, among poor families who chose to apply themselves to 
the cultivation of cotton. He endeavoured to surround his ample plantation 
with free men, who, working as they chose, either on their own land, or in the 
neighbouring plantations, supplied him with day labourers at the time •/ harvest. 
Nobly occupied on the means best adapted gradually to extinguish the 
slavery of the Blacks in these colonies, * Count Torur flattered him- 
self with the double hope of rendering Slaves less necessary to the 
landholders, and furnishing, the freed men with the opportunity of be- 
coming farmers. On departing* for Europe, he had parcelled out and 
let a part of the lands of Cura. Four years after, on his return to Ame- 
' rica, he found on this' spot, finely, cultivated iu cotton, a little hamlet of 
thirty or forty houses, called Purita Zamuno, and which we afterwards 
visited with him. The inhabitants of this hamlet are nearly all Mulat* 
toes, Samboes, or free Blacks. This example of Jetting out land, has 
been happily followed by other great proprietors. The rent is ten pia** 
tres for a vanega of ground, and is paid in money or in cotton." 
«' Tlove" adds this amiable traveller, " to dwell. on these details of colonial 
industry, because they prove to the inhabitants of Europe, what to the entighL 
entd inhabitants of the Colonies Juts long ceased ttrU doubtful) that tha amti» 
ntnt of Spanish America can produce sugar and indigo by free hands; and that 
*fe unnappy Slates are capable of becoming peasants, farmers f and landholders." 
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of this education and instruction, when combined with the re* 
cognized sacredness of the marriage tie, and the due authority 
vested in husbands and parents, will go far to secure a tolerable 
degree of purity of conduct, and will at least, by checking the 
present unrestrained promiscousness of sexual intercourse lay. 1 
the foundation for a rapidly improving state of society. 

But it is necessary to consider what will be the cost of the 
proposed measure of redeeming 300,000 of ,the female Slaves, 
from the lowest age, to about forty. Those of the lowest age, ' 
that is to say, of one year and under, are generally appraised, 
at the rate of about five pounds sterling each ; the appraised 
value being always higher than the real value. For women 
in. the prime of life 70/. sterling would be a high valuation ; nor 
will the average even of adult female Slaves be found often to 
exceed 40/. or 50/. There may be a few exceptions, arising from 
extraordinary personal attractions, or from some peculiar 
acquirement ; but, even including these', the average value of 
female Slaves, during the last ten or fifteen years, will be found 
not to exceed from 35/. to 40/. sterling, excepting in Guiana, 
where it may have been somewhat higher.. The sales re- 
ferred to above as having taken place in Tortola will serve to' 
exemplify this calculation. {See p. 155.) 

In order, however, not to underrate the expense of the opera- 
tion, let the average cost of the redemption of each female be 
taken at the high rate of 50/. sterling. In this case the redemption 
of the whole, would cost fifteen millions ; which, reckoning 8 per 
cents, at 90, would require a perpetual annuity'of half a million*; 
Is it doubted whether the country would cheerfully submit 
to this expense, or to a corresponding terminable annuity for 
the sake of getting rid in a single generation pf the evil, of 
Slavery? No such doubt can reasonably be entertained. 
Resides, let it be considered that we are at this moment paying 



• It is of coarse an easier operation to fix the average value of female 
than. of mala Slaves. The mechanical acquirements of many of the, 
latter enhance and greatly vary their price. In the esse of womeu, 
health, strength, and age would form almost the only material dja* 
tinctioos. ' 
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much more to uphold slavery, than it would require to ex* 
tinguish it without affording the slightest pretence on the part, 
of the West Indians, for complaining of a violation of property. 
The bounty on sugar alone has cost the nation annually/ 
1,200,000/., A large part of the I,600>000i. which it pays for 
the government, and for the naval and military protection of 
the Slave Colonies, must be placed to the accpunt of Slavery. 
Then* are besides this the various protecting duties on almost all' 
articles of.cokwjai produce,: shutting out the ptaduce of ftee 
labour in other parts of the world inordeiricrmvourthe Shtte- 
koftleriintour: own, colonies, and of cosrse ^abanqingf i to us the 
price of hi*, productions* . Ahd 4here ; is also the serious injury 
miticted.ion.the trade, and manufactures of this country and 
on. the stride and agriculture of k our eastern empire, by the 
niiwise and imppfctic. restriction*; which are required to bolster 
up this ^miserable, immoral and; failing system *. 

, % the sacrifice therefare )0^ half a million annually,, or of 
a< proportionate annsahy teMmmbleat a, shorter period, we 
should mot .only kn mediately .redeem > d99/000> females ftom 
bondage, and by their redemption eosuretbe extinction of British 
Slavery in a> single generation ; but we should redeem oursMves' 
from all those commercial trammels and oppressive restric- 
tions which contract, our energies, and prevent this country, 
and especially . Ireland, from advancing with unexampled 
rapidity in the career of wealth and prosperity ( we should 
nnWf nriia from her? present state of poverty and depression ; 
and, by the necessary effect which all this would have on the co* 
\oaial sysWm.of other powers, we should put a period to those 
horrors of the Slave Trade which retain the. whole continent of 

Africa, in wretchedness, desolation, and Mood. i -i 
vlf all these objects might bo attained by. the sacrifice, of: half 

a.rotlhoo of our surplus revenue, (an expense on the average to 



* Jt has not been thought necessary to enteral ere into the dis- 
cussion of the right of the West Indiana to compensation, a right whicu 
vnltitad*! «re disposed to question: for the present, the qoeatio* 
of right is merged in that of expediency. 

2a 
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each individual in the United Kingdom of only sixpence a 
year f >surely it woukl be no easy purchase. 

$ut to return to the proposed plan, it seems to be a powerful 
recommendation of it, that it is in perfect accordance 
with the principles, in regard to female States, which, ad 
appears from the communications of Lord. Balhurst to. the 
colonial, authorities* have been adopted by Ins Majesty's 
government, as the. basis of their measures— namely, that of 
" making a4istinotion of treatment between* male and female 
Slaves,"— *with a view u .to, raise, this. unfortunate class generally! 
ffPBV ,th*i? present degraded : level." Such a plan too.' 
would obviate those grounds of jealousy and dissatisfaction 
Vhicb it is alleged woald be felt, in the case of redeeming) 1 *** 
children fertxtfter to be born, by thosewho might i>e/excH*1ed 
ffOftfther samettjenefit; because the freedom proposed 1b -to 
'conferred on the women would be an advantage not *© thea^ 
sjeJvce, only,, but to. th»it biisbends aad : sons remaining! in 
Silavety,t ;tq whose preseiKt'ooshlbft, and fatare • fraedomj it 
Wujtf cosvtribuieinaoa: degree jwbiob.dould aot'fail to make tie 
fffl* *tf taring ftiso*; a boon* t»» tbetqselveg. \. The* raseinption of 
like; women, be it Remembered, would .not prevent, though it 
might greatly accelerate, ibe progress of emancipation: among 
tjw \me», tinder the operation of laws similar to those which 
s*> greatly facilitate manumissions in the colonics of Spain 
aftd Portugal. j 

: K b farther worthy of remark; that the plan has afready 
met with the approbation of some West Indians. The Oaimcil 
of Trinidad, for example, in their minute of the &th July, 1823, 
give a decided preference to this plan over every other. 
Their deliberate opinion is, " that any system of emancipation 
aferiild be commenced by the manumission of female Slaves; 
and that any emancipation of the children is not likely to be 
attended with the advantages that might be supposed to result 
from it, unless preceded by the emancipation of the mothers.'* 
, Whether this opinion be correct or not, it is surely no 
meaa avgataeni-iti favour of the plan, that it meets the views 
>f the Council of Trinidad, with the concurrence and appro- 
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bation of which body a* least, s|avery might be entirely extin- 
guished, 10 tha( island, ui Ae coarse of a Winkle gitoeratioh, 
f<* an expense, «vea if the whole of that expense should be 
borne by this country, of not more than 12,&0Q/. per annum. 

It may be proper to remark, that, ni Order to give its 
due effect to this Scheme, it is assumed that the various reforms 
already introduced into the Slave-Code of Trinidad shall have 
been actually extended, as is the declared intention of bis 
Majesty's Government, to all the Slave Colonies in the" British 
BJomhrions. - • • : 



jSueh is the plan of emancipation alludtd to in the Report* It 
lias already been submitted to not a few individuals of weight 
and consideration in the country, toko havfe approved of its 
general tenory and among then* to • some persons possessing 
'extensive (opal ^knowledge of the West ladies; Various ob- 
jedtioas, .how****, hate' been raised to it in other quarters; and 
to these it may now be proper briefly to advert. ' • ■ • : ••, 

i. It is said,' in the first place, that the proposed plan Involves 
a proposition for the complete' abolition of Slavery, at a mueh 
earlier period than has hitherto been contemplated 

To this objection it may be sufficient to reply, that the terms 
of the Resolutions adopted by the House of Commons, on the 
15th of March 1823, bind both the Parliament and the Govern- 
ment to accomplish the emancipation of the Slaves, "at.&e 
earliest period tbat may lie compatible with the well-being of the 
Slaves, the safety of the Golonies, and ; with a. fair and fequi- 
table consideration- of the interests of all parties concerned/' 
Of several plans, therefore, which might be equally safe<in their 
progress, equally considerate of the safety of the planters, and, 
in the end, equally efficacious, but which required different 
periods of time for their accompfikbment, this 'Resolution would 
seem to bind the Parliament and the Government to 'prefer 
fhaLplan which required the sboftest. period. If this co»- 
^traction of the Resolution be jest, then iht shortness of the 
lime in which emancipation could be effected, would, be rather 
a recommendation of the measure, than an objection ifco # its 
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adoption. Nay, supposing U were possible that, with a due 
regard to the well-being of the Slaves, the safety of the Colonies, 
and the interests of the Proprietors, Slavery could bcabolished 
in a single year, the spirit of the Resolution seems to demand 
that its abolition should not be protracted beyond that period. 
The fair inquiry is, Has any other plan been proposed, which 
is better calculated to promote the well-being of the Slaves, 
and the safety of the Colonies, while it pays. the same regard 
to the interests of the proprietor? 

2. But it is argued, that the plan is new, founded on prin- 
ciples not hitherto recognised, and therefore likely to give birth 
to fresh agitations in the Colonies. 

« Bat wherein does it go beyond the .fair and legitimate scope, 
either of. the parliamentary resolution or of the provisions 
>of the Trinidad Order in Council ? j It* object is simply to do 
thai which the parliamentary resolution engages to. do ; name- 
-ly# ;.to> rafeolish Slavery, at the earliest period compatible with 
icert^pf specified considerations* And the means by wbkh it 
proposes to effect that object are precisely of the same nature 
with, those which f<are fully sanctioned, and even called into 
.active operation, by the Order in Council, with only this dif- 
ference, that they are more certain and efficacious. It wjjl be. 
seen by a reference to the abstract of the Trinidad Order in 
Council, Clauses 29 — 32, (supra, p. 75), that every husband 
or pareqt may redeem his wife or his child from Slavery, on 
paying the appraised value, .either to the owner or to the trea- 
sury of the island. If the Government, therefore, should choose 
to appropriate funds to that object, it might now, without any 
new law or regulation whatever, through the husband or 
parent, legally redeem from Slavery every wife and child in 
the colony. In framing that Order, the Goyernment justly 
conceived, that neither the caprice, nor the obstinacy, nor the 
mistaken viewspf interest, of the individual planter, ought to be 
allowed, any more to interfere with the unquestionable claims 
-of justice, humanity,, and the general good, than they are 
allowed to interfere in the case of a canal, or a dock, or a 
jjrail-road, or a highway, or a bridge. k Why then should they 
be allowed to interfere in the present case? 
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3. A third objection may be thus stated. The price pro- 
posed to be paid for the female Slaves, proceeds upon the pre- 
sent value of such Slaves in the West-Indian market*. * But it 
should also have reference to the value of the lost labour of their 
progeny, one of the principal elements of value, which ejUers 
into the price of the female Slave, being the consideration that 
the purchaser will be entitled to the services, as Slaves, of sifch 
children as she may bring into the world subsequently to the 
purchase. , , 

There can be no doubt, however,, that the present value of 
female Slaves. in the West Indies always includes the con- 
sideration of future progeny. It does so at this moment as 
fully as it would, do if the proposed plan were adopted. But 
then that the consideration of it, does in fact add little to the 
value of female Slaves, is clearly proved from this, that female 
Slaves usually obtain lower prices than male Slaves, .of the same 
age and state of health ; and that barren women will generally, 
obtain as high a price in the market, as women of the same age 
and the same capacity of labour who have children. To set 
this matter however in a clearer point of view, it may be worth 
while to inquire, What is the fair amount of the present value 
of the reversionary interest which a planter has in the future 
labour of the progeny of his female Slave ? And in order tp do 
this in the way most favourable to the planter, let us suppose 
the female to be young, and to be In the habit of bearing chil- 
dren. The child of this female, when it arrives at the age of 
one year, according to the usual estimate, would be valued at 
about five pounds sterling. What then would be its value 
a year before its possible birth? In order to ascertain this 
correctly, the following deductions must be made. 

1. Discount for two years at 6 per cent , which will amount to 
twelve shillings. 

2. Insurance of the life of the dhild for one year. This cannot 
be estimated with certainty, as we have no tables of mortality, 
among the Negroes in the West Indies, which can be depended 
upon. It is well known, however, that a large proportion of 
*bem, probably one half, die at a very early age. But even 
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assuming that the mortality is not greater than it to according 
to the Northampton tables, the insarance must still fee estimate 
ed at 25 percent, whfch is without doubt far below the trtifb. ' 
8. Loss of the mother's labour both before and after delivery. 
West Indians state this loss to be in general equal to six 
months' labour, and Mr. Barbara value* it at ten pounds. Let 
it be taken, however, to amount only to four months' labont, 
or 100 working days, aud at the moderate rate of a shilling 4 
day, it would make five pounds. But that it may not be over* 
rated let it be taken at four pounds. 

4. Expenses attending confinement, sucbnswftfwifery, nursing, 
vaccination, nourishment, wine, medieines, additional clothing, 
&c. All these may he reckoned on a very moderate calculfU 
tk>n at twenty-five 1 shillings. '' ' " * ' ■ 

- 5. Insurance qit the life of the mother. The proportion of death k 
from parturition in London, is about 1 per cent, to the birrfrs. 
l/;the proportion is assumed to be the same In the West Indies, 
find the value of the mother be fifty pounds, then' the instfranc^ 
will be ten shillings. ,ji : ? 

But besides these, there are other risks- which are omitted 
from the impossibility of valuing them ; such as the. risk of not 
becoming (pregnant at all, or of miscarrying afterwards ; but 
they undoubtedly tend to detract from that element of value, 
which b founded on the consideration of the labour of the 
future progeny. The account therefore w?N stand thus : " 

£. *. d. £. i. d 

Discount 12 

Insurance on child's life' 15 0^ 

Ditto on mother's Kfe ... ; 10 

Loss of mother's labpur 4 

Other expenses • ;' 15 

7 12 Q 

Value of the infant %.» 5 . 

Loss to the planter 2 12 0* 

.—, — * - — : — : rr- ■ »..'..-. 

* Even if the value of the infant be taken to be five pounds at its birth, 
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The nmn item, in tbU account,, it will be perceived, arise* 
from the oppressive system which make* females mere instru- 
ment* of labour* Qnd of profit derived from labour. But while 
tbty continue to be regarded iu that liglft* and while the West* 
India, system continues what it ie at present, in various other 
respects, suqb must be th* result, . And such a result explain* 
sufficiently why it is that, op correct commercial principles, the 
reversionary interest which a master has in> the labour of the 
fyWrajr^SW ol a female ^Lftye does , not. add to her value in 
the. Stave roarM,, It may perhaps also serve in some measure 
to account fpr the decrease of population in the West Indies fit 
^iogoUvicM^y n m^ttoof doubt whether a speculative planter 
yfi)l feet that he has any interest in, .preventing it* . At least it 
leads us to revert with somewhat more of respect to the wprlcjlg 
prudence which dictated the old- colonial maxim, f tfiat « it is 
cbe^er to buy jthan to breed." , r :( -.Y. ."•;.. 

, Q* Jibe vhole, ^ov^eye.v H seems clear, that the prospect 
©.{..fuinKei ptn,gen^does.notin t^e West Inches, (and j certainly 
%UUJes^i|)rtUe..M^riUus^.n^ucb enhance the price of the female 
Sj^ve; ;and tb^t,i» >vbaj,cver degree it affects her.p/ice, either 
iq; jailing or lowering it, its value wus,t be already fully uritier* 
stood, sjftd duly appreciated, by the Colonial Slave-dealers* 
whether sellers, or. buyers. 

-4. But it is further, argued, that the effect of the proposed 
plan of freeing the female Slaves would produce an immediate 
deterioration in the value of the male Slaves, in the proportion 
which exists between a. life interest and a fee-simple. 

Now it is (juite notorious, that however the consideration of 
future progeny may affect the price.of female Slaves, it does 
not, and indeed cannot, enter in the slightest degree into the 
estimate of the price of the male. The child does not follow 
the father, but the mother ; and who would ever think of inquir- 
ing, when a Negro man was exposed to sale, with a view of 



instead of at a year old, the expense, deducting a year's dtscotrut, and 
hMftranee on tfte cffild's life for a year, wo*M be six pounds one shil- 
ling, being, still the loss of a guinea. 



184 APPENDIX K. 

estimating his price, whether he had or had not children. The 
purchaser would think only of his health and age, his capacity 
of labour, and bis mechanical acquirements, if he possesed any. 
In point of fact, a gang of male Slaves is never lessened in 
value by their having among tbem no females. The Slaves of 
mechanics, as masons, carpenters, &c, of wharfingers, pilots, 
owners of coasting craft, fishermen, &c, are usually only 
males ; yet they are the most valuable Slaves of any. Their 
price would not be in the slightest degree affected, either by 
their having wives owned by their master, or by their having 
wives belonging to another master, or by their having no wives 
at all. A Negro who was incapacitated for having children, 
would sell as^high as the father of many children, provided only 
the age, and health, and capacity of usefulness were the same 
in both. Indeed the emancipation of the women, so far front 
diminishing, as has been supposed, the value of the men, 
would infallibly increase it. As labourer*, the men would cer- 
tainly not be less valuable after the redemption of the women 
than they were before it; on the contrary, they would be more 
valuable ; and it is only, and can only be, by the profit they are 
likely to yield as labourers, that the value of male Slaves, who 
can have in fact no progeny, ever has been or ever will be esti- 
mated. When purchased, it is only a life interest, and not a 
fee-simple, which is obtained ; and by no possibility, in the 
existing state of things in the West Indies, can the property 
possessed in male Slaves be made more than a life interest. 

The various positions assumed under this and the preceding 
head, may be easily verified by a complete return of the parti- 
culars of the sales in the West Indies, by the Marshall, during 
the last ten or twenty years. 

6. The measure, however, it is further sajd, being of a com- 
pulsory nature, ifc?would be altogether unjust to the planters 
to force it upon them. They are the best judges what Slaves 
they can conveniently emancipate, and the matter therefore 
ought to be left to them. 

Neither the Parliament, however, nor the Government, nor. 
the body of West-India Planters resident in Eogland, have 
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.deemed ibis objection to be of much weight: if they had, it 
would, hftvc'Spplied with eqiial farce to those provisions of the 
.Old win Council which compel the nkaster to emancipate hi* 
Slave! whenever they offer him an equivalent. The inconveni- 
ence, whatever, it inay he, is at least a* great under the Order 
in CotfJteU: as on the proposed plan. Eut what is the amount 
<of that inconvenience ? Under the Order in Council the moat 
•valuable Slaves: on an estate ire likely first to obtain their free- 
dom. .Their price would of course have respect to all the 
^ironqtstances 4f their state and qualifications immediate ot 
contingent, the risk of loss hy death, &c. In lieu of them, the 
master would have their full value in perpetuity j whereas the 
Slaves themselves are held by a very uncertain tenure indeed. 
But then he wants their services, and he cannot now compel 
4bemto labour for him as formerly. He may, however, hire them, 
or others in their stead, to work when he wants them ; and the 
capital he has received for them will enable him to do so'; 
whifo at the sai&e.time he is freed, from the burden of suppert- 
i^grthem in sickness and in old a£e, and from die risk of their 
entire loss by de^th wittwhCany equivalent, and, in the case of 
(tbfDi^ a£ least, wiljhout any progeny to replace them. 
- , .The case of the planter would be precise!} similar on the 
JNPfWed plan. He WpuW receive the full value of his female 
£1?|V£*; and this capital he would enjoy henceforward, unaffect- 
ed by the eaatHkkte* of sickuess or death, by the interruption* 
of. P*Pg*ancy -and < nursing, or:hy-the cares and expense inci- 
dent to tfc rearing of ohildreu, who, for many years, cctoM 
jpflm tdin no return. And in the mean time, he may by means of 
ihi? ca^Ual obtain 4he labour of the individuals for hire, when 
Jie wants it aadjfcfeey are capable of giving it, without being 
stritfecttid to any expense when that labour n not wanted. And 
jtfci* is exclusive of the, consideration of those improvements 
hr agriculture, - which, as has already been remarked, could 
^not fail to fpDow the adoptioa of the proposed plan; 

6. Bill a great loss, If, is supposed, would be incurred, by the 
deterioration of the value of land in the. Colonies, yrere. this 
plan, to be adopted* 
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.. The probability, however, seems to he, that land would rite 
instead, of fall in value. Every individual who obtained his 
.liberty would <?e a fresh competitor for the occupancy of fer- 
tile land, favourably situated, and having. ready access for its 
ptodnceto market. And as the best landa of that description 
are already located in all the islands, their value, whether sold 
or kased, could not fail to rise considerably. And this view of 
the subject is independent of the effect of that increase of 
population,, which could uot fail to follow such a; sj-stem -; and . 
which would necessarily add to the value of land. It is inde- 
pendent also of aU' those agricultural improvements, such as the 
plough* &c, which would infallibly accompany the progress of 
things; from siave. to iree labour. 

. 7, But many of the West- Indian proprietors may be disposed 
to maintain, . that the price proposed to be paid for the female 
Slaves is, considering all the circumstances of the case, far be* 
Jow the fair remunerating rate. - 

Instead of being below that rate, it might be shewn to be 
greatly, beyond it. If the bona fide sales which have bee* 
effected in the West ladies generally; during the last twenty 
years, be .taken arf the criterion* the price proposed to be given 
will be.fauftd to exceed, very considerably, the average price 
obtained:' at such sales ; so that it is the public and not the , 
pbuftefa who^would have fair ground to <ow plain of such ! a. 
Jbafsjeio*. • . /. .' '-*» 

.. ,Brulthi6iW; not all:. Mr. Barhain, whose authority, in a case 
Pit. ,thjs JsttftoV especially when opposed to WeaMridian interests 
ttfld [prejudices, is .entitled to great weight, calculates the whole 
of ^e«M income arising, to the proprietors tothfc fefatie'Colo*- 
nkW. from the whole of their property including Slaves, lands 
Jfcuflding*, stock, Ac, at the rate of three pOirads for feveijr 
iSlave they possess But an income arising from «ueh proper^ 

, ' • i . " ■ ■ 1 1 ~ ■ i. . ] i i i , | ii. i i ; I » iii m » ^ / * 

• • An estate was sold at Garraway's In August or September 1824. 
The land, buMnags/aod 94 Slaves which were attached to it, sold, it hi 
sa*d, for€3W^ befiu; « little more than W> fsf each Slave, unletting the 
land, &c. If it be objected that West-Indian property has. recently 
undergone a great' 'deterioration, still tliere can "be no reason, why the 
market price should not be ascertained by the rdctt/al sales 'of SWvei 
dui tag the ten or twenty ye ars preceding 1822. 
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where interest is at 6 per cent., and where the property itself 
is exposed to many peculiar hazards, and much of it is held by 
a very uncertain tenure, taqnot fairly, be estimated at more 
than fifteen years* purchase. According therefore to the state- 
ment of Mr. Barbaw, the fee-simple of the whgfe property of 
our colonial slave-holders, including slaves, land, buildings, <fcc, 
ought nottatexeecrfthe average fate of forty-five 'ponndrftr 
each 'Negro, male afrd femafe^youttg and old. Recfconkff the 
Siave* «t 000,000, this would amount to SO mhHiofts, fePBttm 
which, valuing theS per. cents at 90, might be redeemed bf a. 
Iierpietifftlttanuity of twelve hundred «thoftsftfld pounds, betnfc 
obbuUhfcsluM WeJ'*ow pay inr bounties on sugar a too*. • ^ •- 
8. But a graver and *tik more futidd mental ^bge<5ti6*T^m ft H>s 
b^WadviJt k an objection nothkely indeed -toiWpi*ftw*cd by 
tlie Wes^tndiettr planters; but by parliament ah<*»Uttt publid ?~ 
Have the hohleta of Slaves any claim, on the ground 0f»'i^t, 
♦obc^reimbuMed the market value of their. Siawf», in cate'tiiey 
jrfioWW-be'set free by an Act of th^lmfferialiLagistatur* 9 > Hark 
4h#y, %!«&***, a right toi«fcaiiiity, f »eilhe*jlefall5M or morally* 
■" : Ufe not Irifend^d to, eX^mirtethbqu^st^r nor is Jl nec^af/y 
tfbr ' tie present purpose to do sor tUnchmb1<8*1y frfudh ittaylfe 
^aidton hathUitfda <# At ^nnd \h&&%m c^rfcafcily «Ufl*y Ihtdflg^t 
SndivkWtols ia^hi&toontfyr *«* the'ir r^as^ns ave-ii^^er Atolh 
ttttmtoer<*nor ^rWial'^^ei^ht,' uhtt attog^ther =d«ny tb^ ^ighl^f 
*he slftvfchifcter «0'*fy *jdrtifyetk*tftm'fot *b* cma^b*fc«W*fe'*f 
•^ Bttod^/fofrti^pr4b^hi#^ has ^ree&deti 

Urn tife a wflto^W)ft ^ba^vvbeUwr'sa.e^ a^ri^ht ^Mists cfr nory ifttffy 
tfte&p&tedtYftF coH^rfe Hie ^'rt¥f, 96'far a^fO anWdHt^ttefls 
^%<^^roh^^i^Mchtody^bViite'^ 

iftenfee Wrd*a^tfli*», T dn*WlrftJh *m^yitaddce?the fc^d^^f^SWvVs 
toco-operate cordially in the work-' e^te^mfrraOttg tf^e'Htt'Sf 
fttoe^^efito^ t^^*^ ? ^^e <>f'WW*H ^Wmi^ o^ffh^mvelves 
1iiv*^ no(m^n4 beW'batkWa^l W a^ttovvtedfcingv" mnh^nio 
U i a o il r y;i i t hnU ». .. >j . m . i ,,,. , , ; ri.u ju - j - jK ' oir Ifo mol v^noioh' i na 

r >t fctft»^ftfc*«^tW«^ %* 

it treated at gome length in a famphlet onblUhed by -R«^>>,.;8?S, 

Med <« EasTaW 'tfest fndia^r, felRemWn W\$WtiA 
the West India Colonists, to a protecting Duty on East India Sugar/' 
and also in thepampnfet of MV. Barbate a1rta<ry referred to. 
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APPENDIX L: 

IMPOLICY OF 'th« «late. system*. 

Annexed is * map erf the wadd>ot* Mfcrea*ors projection, in. 
tended, to illustrate the extreme impolicy of the commearoial 
restrictions, which, air employed to bolster up the tottering and 
unprofitable system of Colonial Slavery. In * afreet pubKabfed 
by the Society, entitled, ?< I tapolioy of Slavery /' (of 1*bich tbf 
annexed map forms a tpart,) .this {subject is faliy iijeated. < Share 
is room at present only for a brief extract .;* ' 

"tet^ia look at the map of the world. W* know Ihafcsufear 
can be. produced for about thirty degrees oh> each side of the 
equator: ire know, also, that an acre of good land, in 4hofre 
climates* lriljproduce as many pounds :of sugar . as font land 
does of wheat; and that, if it were not for duties and bounties* 
sugar might , b« supplied in groat pishiy at a very cheap ,iate> 
Who, then, can 8ujf§6i*iri|y,condemn a, policy,, which holda in 
chains of bondage 80WW of ou* fellow-beings; and, for the 
sake of jnajfttata^tbta oppttMta imd;wictedsys1*m»cjm&tte* 
,«*;to a few littfeookwes for: oujt supply of oaeof the, moat 
ipajMaWea»d important of all; foreign productions I Who can 
aoftojentiy emtdemn a policy* which, for ibe sake of ^furnishing 
;to,tbeee poor, miserable babe*,:*** frntiM^withwAiolufe* 
Alters way choose to supply them,, restricts and sacrifices an 
iinfoce^ja^ta witb tens, nay hundreds, qf 

iniDtasiJA. As^ Africa, and Awrica, whose unrestrained choice 
would range jthwighth^ almost indefinitely timed field of oar 
mantt|^ta^^^ve^Uona! , ^ . " . ti „> ..->.,>„* 

s « J$a one who will take: tfrtupajta to ,<witfniwt tytf subject *a» 
entertain any 4*«ht<tb*tfthe Jtarthi is. capabl* of (fuwbjttog »* 
s u fl i ai e nc y-for -all-its present in h a bit a nt s | and th a t, by tho a i d 
of IttSiehhiery, cOhlfoWelid hfjcutles th Ay be niannftfetttftd to 
'ah extent' far ;^«jfond wnat any '^ouhtry/nQw ehjjoys^lffieik 

„ . „ • Se$ Report, p. fl^ne^-*-!?. ..-. .;. tJ : , \ . „. v 
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in Sugar with du>se vast terrtto- 
/rom, the advantages of a, proper- 



aeoucga aegvear <* from tns aavarux&er w u,^>^^ 
by the ytfflow lii Tontumptum of British, manuJae- 
77»e part* mtat would, give employment to th* 
rtvjec. ontAe Cora <reland and 6reat&rUuau all are 
mauxt, <and tne * ve protection, and su/pertor" 'stars 
Mag; and an &* Indian, colonies: colonies wla&b 
confined, for dve « specTU in the map.oxpoint "f*£ 
Tdpher duties o* t insignificant and inad e quate writ 
The part colouf jjur&ue of commerce commensurate 
jSftica.,fhorn, whk tufn^af^ituAevnt^enterpmeSsindut^ 

Occlusive oftie above n $XX; to raise the price of Slave grown Sugar. 
tftiUm.. 
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ten tijeietfore .be no imaginable limit- to the fifrftfcer eatansion 
of commerce, but that of the power of the leer^taprodiioe, ** 
of Irian to maaiifactmre^ the c+tafotts and'toauties -c^llfe Jtbthe 
full extent of the desire to enjoy them. The •tgeot QfwtaMhrtrce 
being to. make those exdranges of theqpcrtitetB c^aaanufaclafing 
Oftngnetfltatel Mmtty, which difference of .climate, { sotl^ mi 
p%herjclrcu instances reader advantageous; eiich qxcfatgeiwiH 
be mosi extensive and beneficial between leowutriea iwhtire these 
^ifcrcmc ea are most ratted: 1 . .« .!• " ' 

">S#gar;aiKl; cotton being' the ^reatiprodadtionsj «f,/wdr«i 
bUmai<s A ttjaftflcMDse^iieatly fo ^at objects; i of then fdrsjjtjo 
commerce of GresftjBritehi^.aod \\», ^femitbese rtmarbe >a*t 
U1tcnd<^ cWefl} fcj ariplyi ■. ! -• * .V * 

.'^Tb* people cif this country , wrolfcland, hafcemo disincline* 
fell ;t*> eoetenmfe'sugar if* they ean bbisin tee >itis estimated; 
thatttiany individuals do consmne eigfatyifbvmls of raw sa#er> 
equal to about -fifty p<Mmds.of renned^shgM^ petaa^tamj;i>eari9 
about five times as much as oatf jpesmn&l ahfemge. conaufcnp* 
tion tor teach individual to : the * British e^rrev If the duties 
oh sugax^were rddueo^as the oot&uirfpti&W increases, the revelnfa* 
witalti>0«8&inina<jlossv ' n..'; 

- ".No objection eiiata s*y»n*bete *h *•* part of ihg^ p i t byl a 
ttafht *fe of> Srkkrth iwiaaaoUtrea, (which, axes, witbiMttte «jU 
atsftionV ctertperthafti these *f i*oy »ttH» aou^try ; and it is 
shAvny id ^^ ftepbrt of 1he Iiif*i^dl*fl*B^in«&* AesotiMoiH 
febauif the duty .bit feugar was \temmk6, %>rt*ti»;e of* India i*sj*H 
beableco proc^fifv^ pieces «rfiBifais«<o^^ refaam fertfee 
eagenr whkh bisilaboaa, itf applied *d itt^ferfatic*;i weald ]»<» 
dice, riaihe^me wbiob ;weftld WtoXJ^pled'4* «a«ufa^to^i^ . 
one pJtocssof' 'auohi calico in i Itfdhw 'fttft J ftw 4tfgh <tf uty -on 'the 
fatgaM«tefeicerv«l i»payaifeuV i pr^Wit^ih^tttt^o^*h^'DrfCish 
ge^aas^tfeot^wy^ita^t^ laW orfthew^p^rt^'PII^ ^fml^ 

iner^ei^ral^ *4> mp\(^:«A^ite&W^*wAtk ***>*** 
gotifevtfaetVtai^ to^&ttkleM* toft 

one half more added to ourfMeh^lbs^ll* *&Ato*m~ wHftMl 
be more than sufficient to relieve that portion of Ireland which 
is now in distress from want of employment. 
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•• The probability of obtaining such in crease 'may be judged 
of by the fpHowltig facts .:~^- - i • 

•*•'«' L The consumption of cotton id Great Britain is about 
160,000,000 of pounds amraaHy. 

. ^11. If one half that quantity is consumed at home, it, will 
ha four .pounds for every individual, and no one wbd hasnseea 
much of the poor in England, arid more especially of Ireland; 
will contend r that even all our populatsoniare sufficiently etotbed. 

" HI. If the population of our Eastern dominions toefc from* 
us haif* pound .weight each of cDttori goods, being only* one- 
eighth part of the rajk of consumption in jGceat Britain, it would 
he enaagh to grveamplf employment to Ireland; 

" IV. The Slaves in our West-India Inlands; by b^rig>< matte 
free, woold .not .only raise more produce j twit' abaj eoiisame 
moch inore>of our manufactures. : Thus woukLGweat ^Britain 
imd^eithinberowaro^minions^ahandantseope for the eKtentiori 
of her roosnmeree* anfiL share with the. rest of the world ehe emit 
fiekl which voiiM be opened hty end them. 

?y.,lf the population of the whale world : be estimated at 
0(^OO0^O^«ttd:tf:th«sr fiabtt* were improve* saw to enable 
them to consume as much as the population .of the Brfttdhdo^ 
mipirnn, it wouM orftfc&bl^ aaMftmt'te about eight wif tetrtimes 
the tixtsnt of Jb* present , cotton mamActww^ of- dm arifew) 
wmldi Jeavtrtgian* ample fieU U> reward die, eiertbn* einotipt 
oojiatrie* wtk&rtigbt fedopMhe T sanle enlightened; ftolicyiAlMt 
tho«gh> w*th)resp*ct to Africa* it nay. be trulwJM^ithaUtfck 
crimes aad devastation* of fiages. camot be repaired *>bnce? 
and s^ea/ina^>^^l<tep«e be fare, she is. rftatnrcd^td the?; state^sa 
which Eur^fKieactlm^ercefoutid Wr ; ; yeU ttorcgh tWa rnay>fe* 
true, it i* w9rtt|p"»€tot4JPH^ •>:- 

,; ,V In conclusion,, wemay^y, thfttre^d^aHiteabanrd^wl 
impose restrictions which «tjift feite#)Qur^ows»ei»e; <*«* gba** 
*tMoifftffit>«4/;*4^ 

; »••■ .• . t\ •" ••;«.•'• | ).:/! ;' ,.f»,«l i. '»i' "lli!.-, lih.'H 'I''. Ill r *d 
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PARLIAMEJNARY/iRKTURNS *." 

Since the above Report has been published, a great mass of 
papers competed with the geuetal subject of. Colonial Slavery, 
which had been laid on the table of theHoose of Commons, has 
been printed. It wHl be impossible to f«rnwh any analysis of 
their contents, without greatly delaying the completion of the 
present Report, and swelling it to an inconvenient size. Measures 
however will be taken to lay the substance of them as soon as 
possible before the public. In the mean time, it will be sufficient 
(o state, that nothing appears in these papers which makes it 
necessary for the Committee to modify the statements contained 
in their Report. 

* See Report, p. 45, line 18— f 9. 
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< Pp. 114—137 passim, /or ML De la Beche, read Mr. De la Beche. 
?i:im r lm&ll f Jbr*JOB2 9 temd 1^039. 
, ■■ lioe from bottom, for 22,2*6, read 18,245. 
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GougU Square, Londt-o. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 



Page 
LIST of President, Vice-Presidents, Committee, &c... iii, it. 

RESOLUTIONS of General Meeting v-viii 

SECOND "REPORT of the Committee.— 

Trinidad Order in Council • 1-7 

Demerara, Berbice, St Lucia, &c • ♦ * 7 

Barbadoes Legislature 8-11 

Jamaica Legislature *..♦ 13-14 

Tobago,&c ••••, % 15 

West-India Monopoly, with the effects of high and low prices, 

and of bounties on Sugar ....: 16-33 

Advantage to West Indies of abolishing the restrictive syBtem * 33-37 

Objections to emancipation answered 37-43 

Objects of the Society's future efforts • 43-45 

Mr. Wilberforce's retirement from parliamentary life 46 

PROCEEDINGS of the General Meeting ••♦»- 40-69 

APPENDIX.— - 

A. — Substance of Trinidad Order in Council, with observations 71-79 

8. — Parochial Resolutions of Jamaica 80-84 

C— Rejected Bill of Jamaica on Slave Evidence »• . . 85-88 

D.— The Recommendations of his Majesty to the colonial au<* ' 

thoritles 89-101 

E— Tropical Feee-labour Company 105-113 

F— Treatment of Slaves illustrated by Mr. De la Beche's Notes 

on Jamaica .../. 114-137 

G. — Memoranda respecting the Population of the Slave Colonies 138-162 

H.— State and Population of Hayti * 163-165 

L— Expense of the West Indies /. 166,167 

K.— Plan of emancipatmg'the Slaves 168-187 

L — Impolicy of Slavery, with a map illustrative of iU . 188 

M— Papers laid before Parliament. , 191 






.^' 



*$? 



# 



